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% Awkward his perſon, moſt uncouth his gait.“ 


Romaxow, who had withdrawn, en- 
tered ſoon after to invite them to dinner, 


which he could not excuſe Phedora from 
partaking with them, as her pretended 
relationſhip to Lumerſki, and their unex- 
pected meeting had been publiſhed on the 
decks, as a prelude to the claims he intended 
to make. The repaſt was ſcarcely ended, 
when the return of the Captain was announ- 
ced by Romanow, who perceived his boat 
nearly along ſide of the ſhip, and prepared 
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2 PHE DORA. 


for a ſpirited conteſt, which was equally 
expected and dreaded by the trembling 
Phedora. 


The voice of the Commander was now 
plainly diſtinguiſhed, and it proclaimed him 
to be in the ſtate of inebriation the Lieu- 
tenant had foretold. His brother Captain 
had regaled him with ſome French brandy, 
a rarity which had ſo much captivated his 
palate, that he would have found great dif- 
ficulty in quitting it, had not his officers 
drawn him back to his own ſhip by ſtrata- 
gem. The ſight of Phedora, ſeated by the 
fide of Lumerſki, for the firſt moment ra- 
ther diſcompoſed him ; but when he heard 
the tale that had been prepared for his ear, 
he recovered his good-humour, and con- 
gratulating the young man upon the meet- 
ing, ſwore that his ſiſter was the roſieſt laſs* 
he had encountered ſince he left Moſcow ; 
though the cheeks of Phedora were then pale 


with apprehenſion, and her whole counte- 
. nance 


A roſy laſs is a term for a pretty girl in Ruſſia, 


PHEDORA., 3 


nance marked with a ſtrong expreſſion of 
horror and diſmay. 

The perſon of the Captain, as well as his 
mind, exhibited an accurate likeneſs of a 
ruſs of the laſt century: neither perſuaſion 
nor ridicule, nor the ſuperior force of ex- 
amp le, could induce him to part with - his 
long beard, which covered half a face alter- 
nately expoſed to the ſcorching ſummer ſun, 
and froſt-nipped in the bitterneſs of anorthern 
winter; bloated, too, with intemperance.— 
He was hardy both by nature and habit; — 
but had loſt ſeveral fingers, and ſome part of 
his feet, by braving the inclemency of a Lap- 


land ſky. 


This figure, whoſe name was Matheowitz, 
now demanded a pint of his own country: 
ſpirits, and having drunk a conſiderable part 
of it, called upon Phedora to pledge him in 
the health of the brave Czar Peter. Not 
daring to diſobey, ſhe put the goblet to her 
lips, and returned it to the Captain, who, , 
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rather diſſatisfied with her moderation, in- 
ſiſted that Lumerſki ſhould emey the cup: 
he was not willing entirely to diſoblige the 
brute, and complied, in part, with the 
requeſt. | 


« Now,” cried Matheowitz triumphantly, 
cc that you cannot refuſe me, becauſe we 
have drunk together in the ſame cup, I 


demand your ſiſter in marriage.“ Take 


notice,” continued he, to the Lieutenant 
and other officers, they have both pledged 


me, and therefore cannot refuſe my requelt,” _ 


Lumerſki was much embarraſſed by this 
baſty and unexpected requiſition; and 
Phedora, really believing that ſhe had ſigned 


her own miſery by one inconſiderate act, felt 


every nerve unſtrung; and, unable to ſup- 
port herſelf, clung to the arm of her pre- 
tended brother for protection and aſſiſtance. 


* 
&« Well, 


 ® Vide manners and cuſtoms of Ruſſia, 
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« Well, then,“ continued the Captain, 


in an exulting tone, - fince neither of you 


make any objection, let this pretty damſel 
give me her promiſe, and exchange with me 
a token of fidelity, till we can get to ſhore, 
and find a prieſt.” 

% Hold!” interrupted 1 * my 
Tiſter is a Lutheran.” 

By St. Nicholas, then,“ ſaid the hideous 
lover, „we muſt convert her: but I will 
engage to do that after we are betrothed : 
ſo produce a pair of rings, and the reſt of the 
tackle, and let her engage to conſort with 
me, and love me alone of all my race, and I 
will readily do the like by her.” 

« Certainly,” replied Romanow, who 
perceived that his commander was becom- 
ing impatient ; “my friend Lumerſki will 
conſent to this, provided he may then re- 
main the guardian of his ſiſter till the con- 
tract is ſanctified by the church rites, which 
may * performed when you come off your 
cruize. 
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- Lumerſki, teized by the unabating perſe- 
verance of Matheowitz, and confuſed by the 
libation he had received from his hands, 
aſſented to the propoſal, to accompliſh his 
own views: but Phedora hung back. with 
terror and reluctance unconquerable, though 
Romanow whiſpered to her, that the conſe- 
. quence of her ſeeming compliance would be 
an entire releaſe from the power of the 
Captain, which might not otherwiſe be ob- 
tained, Matheowitz was himſelf totally 
unconſcious of her undiſguiſed repugnance 
and horror, and, ſeizing her hand within his 
mutilated paw, went through the ceremony 
of a Ruſſian betrothment ; except, indeed, 
that a few eſſential forms were wanting; 
amongſt which, the moſt ſtriking was the 
ſubſtitution of a ſword for a bible; as it ap- 

peared, upon a ſtrict ſearch, that the veſſel 
did not contain a book of any kind whatever. 


The mirth and joy of the Captain now 


becoming very riotous, Lumerſki made an 


effort to depart with the affianced bride ; and, 
| 36 after 
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aſter a long and very vociferous oppoſition, 
at length ſucceeded. Phedora would have 
been delighted at her eſcape, had it been 
purchaſed at a leſs expence; but ſhe con- 
fidered the deception ſhe had been an in- 
ſtrument, though a paſſive one, in promot- 
ing, as ungenerous, dangerous, and unjuſti- 
fiable : nor could ſhe avoid filently accuſing 
Lumerſki of thoughtleſsneſs at leaſt, in aſ- 
ſenting to the meaſure, at the perſuaſion of 
Romanow, 


Theſe reflections made her wiſh, with 
added fervency, for the immediate advice 
and protection of the good Mr. Leuhaupt; 
but her ſpirits were depreſſed ; and, how- 
ever ardently ſhe deſired it, ſhe began to 
deſpair of ever ſeeing him more. Lnmerſk1, 
too, was penſive during his paſſage from the 
one ſhip to the other : he was ſecretly blam- 
ing himſelf with much more aſperity than 
the gentleneſs of his companion would allow 
her to do; and, on reviewing the tranſaction, 


felt uneaſineſs both from the diſpoſition. f 
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Matheowitz; and from the conſtruction. 


which the friends of Phedora might poſſibly 
put, upon the ſhare he had in it. He was 
embarraſſed, too, in what manner to accom- 
modate his fictitious ſiſter during an un- 
certain cruize, ending perhaps, in a deſtina- 
tion equally unlooked-for and uncouth with 
reſpect to her: yet, however anxious he 
might be as to the diſpoſal of his charge, he 
was rejoiced that he had extricated her from 
the ſituation in which he had found her, ſo 
deſolate, ſo improper, ſo pregnant with evil. 


Phedora obſerved his thoughtful filence 


with an impreſſion of anxiety, leſt he ſhould 


have diſcovered her diſapprobation of his 
conduct, and have conſtrued it into ingrati- 
tude for his ſolicitude to ſerve her, which ſhe 
was well convinced was at leaſt well meant : 
this apprehenſion made her endeavour to 
regard his compliance with the ſudden whim 


of Matheowitz, with a more indulgent eye; 


and ſhe was beginning a ſentence, in which 
ſhe expreſſed her thankfulneſs for his inter- 
vening 


— 9 


vening protection, when the boat reached 
the galley, and intercepted both the re- 
mainder of her ſpeech and his reply. 
s 

Lumerſki gave up his cabin to her, and 
ſhared the birth of a brother officer: he ſuſ- 
tained her in her reſolution of ſecluding 
herſelf, as much as poſſible, from the notice 
of his ſhipmates, whole curioſity had been 
powerfully excited by her ſudden appear- 
ance ; and preſerving every indication of the 
brotherly character he had aſſumed, con- 
verſed with her only when ſhe took her 
meals, which he alwavs carried to her him- 
felf. Phedora, thus immured, would have 
found the hours move very ſlowly, had not 
her protector furniſhed her with ſome Poliſh 
books. Her grandmother, who was a na- 
tive of Cracow, had taught her the lan- 
guage ; and Mr. Leuhaupt had aſſiſted the 
venerable Dame Rubenſki in making her 
read it with propriety. Their cares, which 
had not, in any inſtance, been loſt upon 
Phedora, had been in this peculiarly ſuc- 
B 5 ceſsful; 
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ceſsful ; for ſhe was fond of the language in 
which her grandmother moſt delighted, to 
utter the tendereſt expreſſions of affection 
for her Rubenſki's orphan daughter. The 
interruption Lumerſki ſometimes gave to 
her ſtudies was yet very pleaſing : for his 
almoſt conſtant theme was the family of the 


Leuhaupts; and at length Phedora per- 


ceived that Catherine was the point. of at- 
traction which thus invariably turned his 
thoughts to them. She would have been 
charmed with the diſcovery, had ſhe pre- 
ſerved any hopes of being enabled to com- 
municate it to her friends : but they were, 


alas! wandering with conſtrained and weary 


ſteps to the extremity of the vaſt empire, 
whilſt ſhe could only follow them with ar- 


dent wiſhes and fighs of regret, 


At length Lumerſki learnt from the Cap- 


- tain of the veſſel, that he ſhould now fail to 


the northward, having miſſed the object for 
which he had been cruizing about the 


ſouthern part of the Lake Peipus near a 


week. 


HE DORA. 11 


week. He had been appointed to convey 
part of the regiment, of which Lumerſk1 
commanded a+ company, from Pleſkow to 
Narya; but having received intelligence that 
a ſmall Swediſh veſſel had been ſeen uncon- 
ſorted, hovering on the weſtern ſhore, he 
had hoped to fall in with and capture it. 


To the north they then bent their fails, 
and ſoon entered the river Narva. Lumerſki 
would have wiſhed Phedora to remain i" the 
town under his immediate protection; but 
ſhe knew that Matheowitz deſigned to fol- 
low her thither, and ſhe fancied ſhe ſhould 
be more ſafe from his purſuit in an adjoin-- 
ing village. He found her terror of the 
ſavage Captain too ſtrong to be combatted 
by his arguments or her own reaſon, and 
therefore procured accommodations for her at 
the houſe of a flax-drefler, in a retired ſpot, 
on the Livonian fide of the river. 


Here his ſolicitude for her welfare, joined 
to the pleaſure of converſing with her upon 
| B 6 the 
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the merits of his favourite Catherine, to 
which Phedora did ample juſtice, often led 
him to paſs his hours of leiſure. He ſoon 


diſcovered, however, that the ſpirits of his 


lovely young friend declined, and that ſhe 
mourned, with inceſſant grief, her iſolated 
ſtate, and the little probability there ap- 
peared of her ever again beholding her be- 
loved and firſt protectors: he ſuſpected, too, 
that ſhe was mortified at the neceſſity ſhe 
found herſelf under of being indebted to 
him Yor her ſupport : nor was he miſtaken. 


Phedora reflected upon this circumſtance 


with an anxiety the moſt active, and applied 
to the people, with whom he had placed her, 
for employment, ſuch as in her childhood- 
the bittereſt poverty had reduced her to, 


Before they complied with her requeſt, 
they made it known to Lumerſki, who chid 
her for the action, and reproached her with 
want of confidence in his * and diſ- 


' cretion, 
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<« I have given you proofs of both, my 
dear Phedora,” ſaid he, © by the manner in 
which I have ſought to conciliate your fitu- 
ation with the extreme delicacy of your ſen- 
timents: of the firfl you might be con- 
vinced, from the readineſs with which I have 
deprived myſelt of your ſociety, which you 
muſt know 1s infinitely pleaſing to me, to 
ſilence the impertinence of ſuppoſitious re- 
marks: of the ſecond, you ought not to 
have any doubt, ſince you ſee I conſulted my 
circumſtances, and not my inclination, in 
placing you under this humble roof, where 
1 hoped you would have diſcarded thoſe idle 
prejudices that perhaps might have tor- 
mented you with better reaſon, had I put 
you into a dwelling , more ſuited to your 
merit. In ſeeking to render you any trifling 
ſervice, I have not that degree of ſelfiſhneſs 
that might be attributed to me, fince my 
heart is engaged. I think you have already 
gueſſed that it is, to your charming friend 
Catherine Leuhaupt. Yet thus far I am 
ſelfiſh ; for, in becoming uſeful to you, I 
* know . 
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know I ſhall advance my intereſt with her; 
and I am ſure you will not have the cruelty 
to deprive me of ſuch an advantage. You 
will not refuſe,” added he, taking her hand, 
to ſhare with me a ſuperfluity that would 
otherwiſe be idly waſted in unintereſting 
purſuits ?” 


At any other moment, and in other cir- 
cumſtances, the avowal he had made would 
have given her inexpreſſible ſat isfaction, 
becauſe ſhe knew him to be worthy of the 
eſteem of her he loved: ſhe told him ſo with 
a ſmile ; but it was evidently forced; for 
the feared it would never be in her power to 
reward his generous friendſhip, "by diſplaying 
it with the reſt of his virtues, to the eyes of 

her beloved Catherine. This ſaddening 
idea was ſo connected with the one Lu- 
merſki had been endeavouring to combat, 
that ſhe ſunk under their united influence; 
and, burſting into a paſſionate fit of tears, 
covered her face, and ſobbed aloud. He 
was ſhocked at her exceſſive emotion, but 
extorted 
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extorted from her a promiſe that ſhe would 
think no more of her project, and did not 
leave her till he had ſoothed her into more 
compoſure. 
* 
Phedora now felt her heart ſad indeed! 
The attachment Lumerſki had acknow- - 
ledged for her friend, his repeated and ex- 
ceſſive panegyrics had led her to ſuſpect, 
but his more open confeſſion had given her 
an unexpected pang, in the ſudden appre- 
henſion, that thoſe virtues and charms, which 
were Lumerſki's conſtant theme, and of 
which her own affectionate boſom felt the 
full force, muſt be univerſally ſeen with his 
eyes; and that Rectzizi could not per- 
petually witneſs the one, and contemplate 
the other, without the ſame unlimited ho- 
mage. She was miſcrable ; but wholly un- 
acquainted with the cauſe of that torment- 
ing uneaſineſs that preyed upon her heart, 
attributed it to compaſſion for Lumerſki, 
whoſe difappointment of the happineſs he 
coveted muſt, ſhe imagined, be the inevitable 
conſequence 
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conſequence of a rivalry on the part of 
Rectzizi. 


When Lumerſki returned the next morn- 
e ing, he found her penſive and abſent,, and 
her countenance had loſt every trace of 
the animation which had once enlivened it. 
: He ſtill ſuppoſed her to be occupied with 
| the idea, for which he had gently repre- 
1 hended her the day before; and, to divert 
| her mind from it, began to talk of the ſatiſ- 
faction they ſhould mutually experience, 
when his duty would permit him to conduct 
her himſelf to Caſan, now become ſo intereſt- 
ing a ſpot to them both, by containing thoſe 
they moſt loved. As he ſpoke, Phedora 
ſighed deeply, and the tears guſhed in tor- 
rents from her eyes : they were evidently not 
is the effect of ſenſibility, but of anguiſh— 

| and Lumerſki regarded her with ſurpriſe. 


« What can this mean !” he exclaimed : 
« do you think theſe hopes are viſionary ? 
Believe me, Phedora, they are not ſuggeſted 
37:92 .6 more 


HE DORA. 17 


more by my ardent wiſhes, than by the pro- 
bability of their being fulfilled.” 


She made no reply; nor could ſhe check 


her tears, which flowed the more from his 
endeavours to diſcover their ſource. 


Aſtoniſhment at length kept him ſilent, 
and his buſied imagination then ſuggeſted to 


him an idea that much diſturbed and grieved . 


him. He remained till her emotion had 
partly ſubſided, and then withdrew, with an 
aſpect ſo wholly changed, and an air ſo em- 
barraſſed, that, had Phedora been leſs af- 
fected with her own agitating reflections, ſhe 
muſt have perceived it. He was ſcarcely 
out of ſight, however, before ſhe recollected 
the ſtrange appearance her conduct muſt 


have had, and ſeverely repented the childiſh - 


facility with which ſhe had given way to the 
ſudden guſt of ſorrow that had overwhelmed 
her ſo unaccountably. Lumerſkt's viſit had 
been unuſually ſhort ; and ſhe concluded 
that her folly had made it fo : this ſuppo- 

ſition 
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ſition induced her to wiſh ardently for his 
preſence the following morning, to apologize 
for it, and remove the impreſſion he had 
received, by a behaviour more compoled 
and conſiſtent. But Lumerſki, in ap- 
poſition to his general cuſtom, came 
not, and ſhe concluded that ſhe had 
either conſiderably diſguſted or offended 
him, by a conduct that muſt have ſeemed 
capricious, filly, and unreaſonable. Unuſed 
as ſhe had ever been to inſpire ſuch ſenti- 
ments, this idea grieved her extremely, and 
the tears were yet falling from her eyes, when 
the ſecond day brought him to her. He 
readily perceived them; but, inſtead of 
ſoothing her as before, he took no notice of 
her diſtieſs; and, during his momentary 
ſtay, converſed only upon indifferent ſubjects, 


His cold conftraint ſtruck her but too 
forcibly ; and, when again left to herſelf, ſhe 
could not forbear thinking, however ſhe 
might blame herſelf, that his anger was more 
than proportioned to her offence : yet her 
opinion varied, as ſhe reviewed the circum- 


ſtance 
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ſtance that appeared to have ſo much altered 
his ſentiments. She imagined he might 
impute it to ſullen unthankfulneſs; and, as 
ſhe could not, with any degree of patience, 
endure the ignominy attached to an ungrate- 
ful mind, ſhe haſtened to remove this no- 
tion, if indeed he entertained it, by writing 
to him inſtantly, and placing her extrava- 
gant emotions; for ſuch ſhe really thought 
them to a momentary weakneſs, for which 
ſhe could not account; and aſſuring him 


that the ſentiments of admiration and eſteem 


his general conduct inſpired, and thoſe which 
his particular kindneſs and benevolence to- 
wards her had awakened, would end but with 


her life. 


The meaſure was, however, ſooner fixed 
upon, than the means of executing it, for 
which ſhe had not any materials ; but at 
length ſhe contrived to write her billet in 
the blank leaf of a book Lumerſki had 
given her, and ſent it by the woman of the 
houſe. He received the meſſenger with a 

countenance 
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countenance that marked more concern than 


plealurey and, having ſlightly glanced his 
eye over the writing, diſmiſſed her with a 


{mall gratuity, but no reply. He then read 


it with attention, and the ſuſpicions he had 


conceived were confirmed. 


Lumerſki was not naturally vain z but 
the circumſtances related, combined to de- 
ceive him into an opinion, that Phedora 
regarded him with the ſame kind of affec- 
tion he had ſo critically avowed for Catherine 
and the ſuppoſed diſcovery affected him 
with a variety of painful emotions. Had 
his own predilection been leſs aſſured, his 


laſt converſation with Mr. Leuhaupt, and a 


confidence which his friend Rectzizi had 
repoſed in him, would have equally bound 


him to reject every idea of encouraging her 


prepoſſeſſion, which gave him infinite dif- 
quietude, leſt it ſhould impreſs either the 
one or the other with ſuſpicions fatal to nis 
happineſs, and inlulting to his general ſenſe 


of propriety, rectitude, and honour. He 


choſe, 
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choſe, therefore, to anſwer her billet by 
writing, rather than in perſon; and, after 
much conſideration, worded it with a caution 
ſo rigid, that it would have been impoſſible 
for preſumption itſelf to miſconſtrue it: it 
diſclaimed the obligations ſhe acknowledged, 
and told her, that, as the friend of Catherine 
 Leuhaupt, ſhe might command his ſervices, 
which, under that title, were merely her due. 


Phedora read this performance, ſo ill 
aſſorting with the uſual good-humoured eaſe 
of Lumerſki, with ſurpriſe and difappoint- 
ment: for ſhe had imagined that her expla- 


nation would have been ſufficient to diſpel . 
the cloud between them, and produce a re- 


turn of the ſocial intercourſe ſne ſo much 
regretted having interrupted. The reſult of 
her conjectures was, that Lumerſk1 was tired 
of the trouble and expence to which ſhe ſo 


unwillingly put him; and ſhe reſolved to 


follow her regretted friends to the gates of 
Caſan, or periſh by the way, rather than 
continue under the protection of one who 

extended 
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extended it with a retreating inclination.— 
This plan relieved her aching heart; and 
the ſpirit which called the determination 
forth, arreſted thoſe tears which had ſo often 


ſtained her cheek 


She deliberated the whole night upon the 
ſteps ſhe ſhould purſue, to eſcape without 
the knowledge of Lumerſki, whoſe honour, 
ſhe ſuppoſed; might be piqued to detain her, 
though his inclination would have aſſiſted 
her flight. For this purpoſe, ſhe concluded 
that it would be beſt to wait until he ſhould 


have thought proper to pay her another viſit, 


and then amuſe the people of the houſe with 
a feigned tale of a temporary removal to 
Narva, by which means her abſence would 


not be diſcovered till he called, or inquired 


for her again; and the intervening ſpace 
would place her beyond his purſuit. 


What would then become of her ſhe knew 


not ; nor, in the preſent temper of her mind, 


did ſhe much conſider. She forgot that ſhe 
was 
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was no longer the little Phedora, who, in 
ſtraying from one village to another, was 
protected from notice or inſult by the ſta- 
ture of childhood ; or that the mingled herds 
of men ſhe would meet would feel no re- 
ſtraint from the awe which the revered name 
of Leuhaupt inſpired, or from the veneration 
which ever accompanied the ſimple mention 
of the good old Dame Rubenſki within the 
limits of her native plains. One idea occu- 
pied her mind; that of Rectzizi attached to 
the happy Catherine, and herſelf forgotten 
by thoſe in whoſe memory ſhe alone wiſhed 
to live. The coldneſs and unkindneſs of 
Lumerſk1 had at firſt ſhocked her; but ſhe 
conſidered. that ſhe had no claim upon his 
friendſhip, and that, if he choſe to withdraw 
it without aſſigning any reaſon for the de- 
fection, ſhe muſt conſole herſelf with the 
conſcious reflection, that ſhe was not then 
leſs worthy, than when he had originally 
condeſcended to become her protector. 


Two 
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Two days ſhe awaited with great anxiety 
the viſit ſhe expected Lumerſki to make, — 
At the end of that time, ſhe began to be- 
lieve that he meant wholly to deſert her, an 
idea that ſenſibly wounded her heart, though 
ſhe would not acknowledge to herſelf the 
painful impreſſion :—it manifeſted, ſhe 
thought, a degree of inhumanity, of which 
ſhe had believed him to he incapable ; and 
her imagination was perpetually employed 
in revolving her deſolate ftate, and the mul- 
tiplied misfortunes that had aſſailed her, 
from the moment of her unhappy birth. 
This review deepened the gloom around her, 
and her mind became tinctured with the 
ſickly hopeleſsneſs of deſpair. Unable alike 
to endure the miſerable retroſpection of the 
paſt, or to look forward to the dark uncer- 
tain future, ſhe ſought to fly from her re- 
flections, by flying from the ſituation in 
which they had Þ forcibly preſſed upon her; 
and ſtill clinging to the notion of following 
her friends to Caſan, ſhe inquired of her hoſt 
with as much indifference as ſhe could aſ- 

| ſume, 
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ſume, the general route to Moſcow, through 
which ſhe recollected to have heard that they 
muſt paſs. But he could only inform her, 
that people croſſed the river Narva, and fat 
out from thence through the province of 
Ingria, With this ſlight inſtruction ſhe 
meant to begin a journey of many hundred 
leagues, without protection, without re- 
ſource, and all the horrors of winter inevi- 
tably overtaking her, ere it could be ended. 
A gloomy calm then ſucceeded to the emo- 
tions which had agitated her boſom; and 
every paſſing hour the more confirmed this 
deſperate reſolution. 


Lumerſki had forced upon her a few 


rubles, on her firſt arrival at Narva; and 


ſhe employed them in paying the people of 
the houſe the trifle which was become due 
to them: then waiting for the compara- 
tive obſcurity of twilight, ſne ſat out on the 
eve of the third day from that on which ſhe 
had written to Lumerſki, and received an 
VOL. 11, 675 _. anſwer 


26 PHE DORA. 


anſwer ſo chilling to the grateful 
that glowed in her heart. 

The ſun, which at that time of the year 
allowed but four or five hours of night, had 
ſtill left an impreſſion of heat upon the earth 
and in the air, which the evening breeze 
had not been able to, correct; and Phedora, 
| | having walked for ſome time, and finding 
| | | that ſhe had miſtaken the road to the town 
H > of Narva, gave way to the laſſitude that op- 
| f preſſed her, and fat down amidſt ſome un- 
derwood, to which ſhe had retired for pro- 
| . tection and ſhelter. Here a ſtrong ſenſe of 
| the various dangers that ſurrounded. her 
if ſtruck powerfully upon her imagination, and 


ſhe marvelled at her own temerity, in hav- 
ing ſo unadviſedly plunged into them; but 

4 the ſtill faſcinating idea of rejoining the be- 
| | loved Leuhaupts, of ſharing the fate of her 
1 early and beſt friends, and partaking with 
them the generous cares of the admired 
Rectzizi, ſeduced her mind, and ſmothered 


the reflections which ſo ſalutarily occurred. 
She 
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She ſtarted up.—“ Simpleton that I am,“ 
exclaimed ſhe, “ how ſhall I endure the fa- 
tigues I muſt encounter, if I thus give way 


to the idleneſs that ſteals upon me?“ 


Then exerting her reſolution, ſhe looked 
around her for the tops of the cluſtered build- 
ings, that marked the town of Narva to her 
inquiring eye, and again ſtepped forward 
with a light and haſty motion. 


At length ſhe gained a beaten tract, that 
appeared to lead toit ; and having followed, 
for ſome time, its winding maze, found her- 
ſelf ſuddenly at the entrance of a wood, 
where ſhe perceived many of the trees to be 
trimmed for the culture of honey, and ſome 
of them felled and bored through for the 
ſame purpoſe.* A few of theſe laſt croſſed 
her path, and ſtopped her progreſs : ſhe 
therefore ſeated herſelf upon the trunk of a 
fir, for ſhe felt herſelf too weary to force her 
way through the high graſs that encompaſſed 


C 2 them, 
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them, and again found leiſure to ruminate 
upon the precipitate ſtep ſhe had taken.— 
Reaſon urged her to give up a plan ſo raſh, 
and return to the good people ſhe had 
quitted, where ſhe might earn the bread they 
gave her, by aſſiſting their labours : Phedora 


was not accuſtomed to reſiſt its voice; ſhe 


heſitated - ſhe looked back; but Lumerſki 
inſtantly appeared to her imagination with 
the cold and reſtrained air he had lately 
aſſumed, heaping obligations upon her which 


ſhe could never have the power to repay; 


and, on the other ſide, Rectzizi, with a 
countenance of well- remembered ſweetneſs 
and complacency, invited her to partake of 
the fruits of his benevolence, and ſhare, with 


the good Leuhaupts, thoſe attentions which 


ſoftened their evil deſtiny: ſhe then no 
longer experienced irreſolution, fatigue, or 
fear, but purſued her way in ſpite of every 
obſtacle. 


She left the wood behind her ; and emerg- 


ing from the foliage of the gloomy pines, 
| that 
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that waved their forky branches over her, 
beheld the morning ſun ſpangling the dewy 
fern, that roſe up here and there amidſt the 
ſcanty turf of a wide heath, ſpreading as far 
as her eye could reach, pathleſs and deſolate. 
She ſtarted, and gazed around her with tre- 
pidation, looking in vain for the ſpires of 
Narva ; for the wood hid them completely 
from her view. She knew not on which fide 
to turn; hunger and wearinels affailed her, 
but ſhe had no means of aſſuaging the one, 
or relieving the other: ſhe reflected, how- 
ever, that theſe evils were voluntarily in- 
curred, and that ſhe muſt of neceſſity endure 
the inconveniencies ſhe could not alleviate. 
At length the ſun, whoſe fiery beams greatly 
incommoded her, dried her cloaths, wet with 
dew, and ſhone amidſt her light brown 
treſſes, which ſhe had untied to ſhelter her 
from its rays : ſhe then ventured again to 
reſt herſelf in the ſhade of ſome bruſh-wood, 
ar d, after a few moments of melancholy con- 
templation, upon her probable future deſ- 
tiny, her eyes cloſed in ſleep. 

C3: Wearied 


_ fame haſty pace, and the wind bore to her 


Wearied with her peregrination, ſhe re- 
mained ſome time-in profound repoſe, when 
a ſudden noiſe broke upon the ſtillneſs of the 
breeze, and made her ſtart up in conſterna- 
tion. She glanced her eyes round in circum- 
ſpect terror, and beheld, within a ſhort diſ- 
tance of her place of refuge, a party of horſe- 
men riding full ſpeed acroſs the heath : ſhe 
inſtantly crouched down, to avoid their ob- 
{ervation; and, from a diviſion of the 
branches which concealed her, ſurveyed the 
troop. Their dreſs, and manner of riding, 


proclaimed them to be Coflacks, and in the 
Pay of the Czar : Phedora recognized them 


as ſuch ; for ſhe had ſeen ſome of them in 
the firſt year of Ber reſidence at Mr. Leu- 
haupt's, when a number of theſe freebooters 
had entered the village, to deſpoil the un- 
fortunate inhabitants. She ſhuddered with 
terror, leſt ſhe ſhould be diſcovered by any 
of them; and, if her life were ſpared, be 
doomed to pals it in wretched and infamous 
ſlavery : but the Coſſacks continued the 


car, 
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ear as they galloped by, their loud and ap- 
parently earneſt converſation. Her heart 
now beat with a mingled tremor of. hope and 


fear, which changed to agony, on- obſerving 


one of the dogs“ which generally accompany 
this people, advancing towards her. The 
animal ſcented her ſteps, of which no diſ- 
cernable trace was left, and had approached 
within an hundred paces of her, when the 


voice of his maſter called him away, as 


Phedora, urged by the ſignal danger that 


threatened her, was on the point of ſcream- 
ing for aſſiſtance. The dog reluctantly 
obeyed the command, and often, ſtopped 


irreſolutely, whilſt he followed the tract of the 


horſes, as if he regretted the loſs of his prey. 


The trembling Phedora uttered a haſty 
thankſgiving to Heaven for this deliverance z 
and not yet recovered from her agitation, 
roſe to quit ſo dangerous a ſpot. She no 
longer attended to the inconveniencies that 


had before annoyed her, but tripped over the 


C4 | heath, 
A ferocious breed, of the nature of the blood-hound, 
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heath, in the hope of finding ſome village 
where ſhe might repoſe in greater ſecurity, 
and receive ſome directions for her route. — 
The limits of this wild and barren ſpot, how- 
ever, appeared to her to be boundleſs; and 
| having wandered ſome hours with declining 
ſteps, and a mind inconceivably harraſſed, 
ſhe found herſelf at the entrance of the ſame 
wood ſhe had quitted 1n the early morning : 
its ſhade was not unwelcome *o her, yet ſhe 
grieved at having ſo unavailingly ſpent her 
ſtrength and ſpirits. She reſted a while 
under a pine, and then, urged by thirſt and 
hunger, again explored her way to that fide 
of the wood which had allowed her a view 
of Narva. She recollected that there were 
many paths beſides the one ſhe had taken, 
branching out to the right and left ; and, 
diſcouraged by diſappointment, feared they 
would all lead to the wide ſpreading heath : 
- ſhe therefore retraced, with all the preciſion 
in her power, the tract ſhe had followed in 
the morning ; and refreſhed by the cool air, 
that played amongſt the branches waving 
| over 
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over her head, travelled two or three verſts 
without much effort; but then entirely 
overcome by fatigue and vexation, ſhe ſunk 
down, and burſt into tears; the firſt ſhe had 
ſhed ſince ſhe had formed the plan ſhe now 
found ſo difficult to put in practice. They 
relieved her ſwelling heart; and, after a few 
minutes indulgence of them, ſhe conſidered 
what it would be beſt for her to do. 


To return to her hoſts, and as they had 
ever treated her with good humour, and 
even tenderneſs, confeſs that ſhe had de- 
ſigned to leave them, and entreat that they 
would not communicate the effort to Cap- 
tain Lumerſki, to increaſe his diſpleaſure 
againſt her. This was the conduct her judg- 
ment impelled her to purſue ; yet a ſecret, 
though powerful inclination, led her on to 
tempt her deſtiny ; and at every hazard ſhe 
reſolved to continue her journey to Moſcow. 


Once again, then, ſhe went forward with 
a faltering gait, but a more determined 
| C5 . © heart: 
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heart: the ſun beams, which here and there 
pierced the foliage, now became tinted with 
a crimſon glow, and at length wholly va- 
niſhed; and the twilight that ſucceeded was 
almoſt intercepted from the view of the ex- 
hauſted Phedora, who ſtumbled at every 
other ſtep with wearineſs and perplexity.— 
The way which ſhe had quickly paſſed in 
the morning now appeared meaſureleſs, and 
doubly deſolate; every object ſeemed to 
dance before her eyes, which ſhe ſtrained in 


vain to fathom the path ſhe meant to tread ; 


her tongue was dry and parched, and her 
Heart fluttered and ſunk alternately, till a 
ſickneſs and univerſal tremor pervaded her: 
her limbs then failed, and ſhe leant againſt a 
tree for ſupport. The comparative com- 
forts of the Leuhaupts roſe to her imagina- 
tion : ſhe fervently thanked Heaven that 
they were ſafe and happy; for danger and 
Rectzizi, in her opinion, could never aflort ; 
but the images that now floated in her mind 
only rendered her ſituation more diſtreſſing, 
by adding ardent and unattainable wiſhes to 
the 
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the wretchedneſs that already overwheimed 
her. 


The ſhades thickened round her with a 
deeper gloom; and an apprehenſion now 
ſtruck upon the mind of Phedora, that the 
wood might probably be the reſort of bears 
and wolves ; terror lent her new ſtrength, 
and every fear vaniſhed before the more 
immediate one of paſſing the night in this 
place. After much additional fatigue, and 
efforts which deſperation could alone have 
prompted, ſhe found herſelf freed from the 
dark umbrage of the melancholy firs, whoſe 
branches, waving in the whiſtling breeze,, 
had ſometimes grazed her cheek as they 
{wept by, and added to the horrors that al 
ready aſſailed her. 


C6 CHAP, 
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* So wither'd and ſo wild in her attire ! 
« She looks not like an inhabitant o'th' earth, 
And yet is on it,” 


SHE was now on a {mall open plain, at the 
extremity of which ſhe fancied ſhe could 
diſcern a cluſter of cottages: her heart 
bounded at the proſpect of relieving the 
thirſt that tormented her, and reſting her 
weary limbs on ſome ſpread ſkins, the only 
couch ſhe was likely to meet with: ſhe 
imagined that ſhe could awaken compaſſion 


and benevolence by the mere helpleſsneſs of 


her ſex and fituation, and that the ſame 
aſſiduous attention to the wants of a poor 
ſtranger would be found in every village, 


becauſe that of the good Mr. Leuhaupt had 


been humanized by bis example and pre- 
cepts. She therefore journeyed forward, 
cheered with renovated hope, and had al- 
moſt reached her purpoſed deſtination, when, 


to 
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to her unſpeakable anguiſh, horror, and 
mortification, ſhe perceived that what ſhe 
had miſtaken for a village were ſome Coſſack 
tents, This diſcovery ſupplied her with a 
momentary animation, and ſhe fled with 
{wiftneſs, yet not before the loud barking of 
the watch-dogs had given notice of a lurk- 
ing footſtep : their vigilance alarmed the 
poor fugitive, and ſhe continued her flight 
until ſhe beheld a hut immediately before 
her. She gazed ſteadily at this welcome 
object, leſt her difordered ſenſes ſhould de- 
ceive her; and finding it really to be what 
it had firſt appeared, tapped at the door 
with a trembling hand: no one anſwered, 
though ſhe heard a noiſe within that indi- 
cated inhabitants; and neceſſity again im- 
pelled her, after a ſhort pauſe, to repeat the 
motion, and accompany it, with a mournful 
interceſſion, for admittance and protection 
through the night. 


A little time after this, the door was 
opened by a Muſcovite peaſant, and a fe- 
male 
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male figure appeared cloſe behind him, as if 
to ſecond his defence, ſhould he be at- 
tacked: the countenance of each was harſh 


and repulſive, and the man aſked her, in the 


Ruſſian language, what ſhe wanted, but 
without any indication of permitting her to 
enter. Phedora adjured them both to have 
compaſſion on her, and ſuffer her to paſs the 
hours till ſun-riſe, in a corner of their cot- 
tage. As a reply was not immediatęly made, 
ſhe continued to ſue for their pity in accents 
interrupted by ſobs, until the woman ap- 
peared to relent, who, taking her hand, pul- 
led her in, and ſhut the door; the man nei- 
ther contradicting the action, nor aſſenting 
to it. A light, which had been carefully 
hidden, was now produced, and the cottagers 
gazed at their beautiful gueſt with ſtupid, 
figns of wonder and admiration. 


Phedora repaid: their hoſpitality with the 
moſt grateful expreſſions her thankfulneſs 
could ſuggeſt ; and then, quite unable to 
| Rand, ſeated herſelf on the ground, and tied 

| | up 
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up her gloſſy treſſes. The peafants conti- 
nued to regard her in ſilence, and at length 
ſlie ventured to requeſt that they would give 
her ſome food and water to allay the thirſt 
and hunger ſhe could no longer withſtand: 
they ſuffered her to repeat her entreaty three 
times before they took notice of it, and then 
the woman very ſlowly produced ſome 
wretched bread and dricd fiſh, and a cup of 
water ſo dirty, that, at another time, Phe- 
dora would have rejected it with diſguſt: 
but now ſhe accepted it with eager acknow- 
ledgments. 


Before ſhe could ſwallow it down, how- 
ever, ſhe was made to underſtand that ſhe 
muſt, in return, give her hoſts two copecks 
or pence : fortunately ſhe had ſtill a few in 
her pocket, and inſtantly complying with the 
demand, was then ſuffered to devour her 
poor meal in peace; after which, ſhe threw 
herſelf on the ground, and gave way to the. 
deep ſleep that weighed down her eyelids. 


In 
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In about an hour, her repoſe was diſturbed, 
by dreaming that the man and woman were 
arguing about the diſpolal of her: the one 


propoſing to detain and make her work for 


them, the other inſiſting that ſhe ſhould be 
betrayed to the Coſſacks of the neignbour- 
ing encampment. This imaginary contro- 
verſy made her ſtart up in an agony of ter- 
ror, and ihe was ſurpriſed to diſcover, that, 
although her fears proceeded from a dream, 
the peaiant and his female companion were 
actually diſputing with elevated voices, and 
mutual looks of anger. When they per- 
ceived, however, that they had diſturbed 
her, they were filent ; and Phedora, notwith- 


ſtanding the anxious emotion ſhe felt, again 


ſunk into forgetfulneſs. 


The ſun- beams, piercing through an open- 
ing in the roof of the hut, awoke her in the 


morning, and ſhe found only the woman 


remaining in it, which did not alarm her, 
becauſe ſhe ſuppoſed the man was gone to 


his daily labour, She felt refreſhed by the 
long 


PHE DORA. * i) 


long ſlumber ſhe had enjoyed, and knelt, 
with thankful animation, to her morning 
devotion. The woman obſerving the action, 
run to preſent to her a bit of wood, wretch- 
edly carved into a horrible likeneſs of fome- 
thing human, and appeared highly offended 
that Phedora rejected the image: ſhe then 
ſullenly offered her ſome fragments of bread 
and fiſh, but failed not to demand the two 
copecks in return, Phedora gave them to 
her, and had then but one left to carry her 
through her long, long journey. This cir- 
cumſtance forcibly dwelt upon her mind. 


« If,” ſaid ſhe, internally, I muſt in- 
variably give money for the food I beg, how Zꝰ 
am I to ſubſiſt? And yet how can I endure 
to return and compel the unkind Lumerſki 
to ſupport me?“ 


She had no further time for argumenta- 
tive reflection, for the peaſant now returned; 
accompanied by three Coſſack officers, who 
eagerly — before him to gaze at the 
innocent 


42 PHE DORA. 


innocent and unſuſpic ous gueſt he had ſo 
baſely betrayed to them. She ſtood mot ion- 
leſs while they advanced; and, when con- 
vinced of the treachery of the Ruſſians, 
wrung her hands in anguiſh, and exhibited 
every mark of deſpair. 


The Coffacks, meantime, ſurveyed her 
with admiration, and ſpoke to each other 
in a jargon ſhe could not comprehend.— 
Phedora, animated by reſentment at the 
conduct of her mercenary hoſts, reproached 
them for their inhoſpitable cruelty. 


I] am a poor orphan, whom Heaven will 


protect in ſpite of your barbarity,” exclaimed 
| ſhe; © but if you have any children, who, 
like me, are wandering far from their native 
home, how can you expect that they ſhould 
be theltered and foſtered, while you betray 

the poor ſtranger that ſeeks protection be- 
ncath your roof?“ | 


| The 
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The woman now looked angrily at her 
huſband, for ſuch he was, and appeared in- 
clined to renew the diſpute of the preceding 
night, whilſt the moſt aged of the Coſſacks 
deſired Phedora, in the Ruſs language, to be 
comforted, and follow him. He then, with 
a diſdainful air, threw to the miſcreant 
pealant a gold coin called a Chervonitz, 
which he had bargained to receive, and of 
which moſt probably the Coſſack foldiers 
had orders to deſpoil him that very night 
with every thing elſe his cottage contained, 


Phedora, perceiving that it would be in 
vain to reſiſt the command, obeyed it with 
the beſt grace ſhe could affume ; and her 
compliance appeared to pleaſe the leading 
Coflack, She was conducted to the tents 
ſhe had ſeen the evening before ; and, being 
placed in one of the moſt commodious of 
them, a hideous old woman was called upon 
to attend and guard her. The dreſs of this 
duenna, which her perſon by no means re- 


commended to the eye, was ſingularly fright- 
tul 
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ful to that of Phedora, though it was the 
| | common coſtume of the Coflack ladies: ſhe 
| had a high and {tiff covering upon her head, 
which roſe perpendicularly near a foot ; the 
front of it was cut into the form of a creſcent, 
: with the two horns pointing to the ſkies, 
U and ſurmounting a countenance, of which 
. Time himſelf could never find leiſure to 
f count the various wrinkles his cruel foot- 
ſteps had traced : upon her garment, that 
| would have better become a younger wo- 
man, was daubed in red the figure of a croſs, 
which ſtruck the wondering eye as the only 
ſymbol or ſymptom of Chriſtianity it was 
likely to meet with in this lovely dame. 


Phedora regarded her with aſtoniſhment, 

 - and, for a moment, forgot her captivity in 
the uncouth ſtrangeneſs of the object be- 
fore her; but almoſt inſtantly recollecting 
herſelf, ſought to conciliate her kindneſs by a 
ſubmiſſive deportment. The woman then 
unfolding a few of the puckers that cluſtered 
between her brows, ſurveyed her fair charge 
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with more complacency ; for ſhe had pre- 
pared herſelf to meet rage, abuſe, ſhrieks, 
and tears, all of which ſhe had been inva- 
riably uſed to encounter, in dilcharging the 
office of attending the female captives her 
countrymen often made. 


Phedora was impatient to learn of this 
woman what was to be her deſtiny, and in- 
quired in terms ſhe thought the leaſt likely 
to offend : but of this ſhe could gain no 
information ; for her ancient companion was 
either ignorant of it, or pretended to be fo : 
in other reſpects, ſhe was tolerably obliging 
and complaiſant. In about two hours after 
the ney captive had been committed to her 
care, the commanding Coſſack entered the 
tent with precipitation, and ordered the 
-woman, whom he called Zareta, to prepare 
for an immediate departure, for that they 
muſt be gone without delay. Zareta looked 
diſſatisfied with this haſty mandate, but 
inſtantly obeyed it; whilſt Phedora, who 
knew not if ſhe ought to rejoice or grieve at 

this 
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| this apparent change of meaſures, offered 
her ſervices with equal policy and ſweetneſs. 
Zareta would have accepted them without 
| . any ceremony, but her maſter forbad it, and 
retiring, ſent one of his men to aſſiſt her. 


Phedora felt more ſhocked than pleaſed 
at this inſtance of reſpect, and would very 
(| willingly have performed the office of a ſer- 
| | vant, to have been conſidered only in that 

light. | | 


| She was aſtoniſhed at the dexterity and 
difpatch with which the moving habitations 
of the Coflacks were taken down, folded and 
packed. Zareta, herſelf, and another fe- 
male, whoſe face Phedora had not yet ſeen, 
were then put into an awkward, unwieldy. J. 
covered carriage, nearly filled with the bag- 2 
gage which could not be crammed into two || , 
others that ſtood beſide it: every Coſſack uU 
mounted one horſe, and leading another, F .. 
divided into two parties, the one preceding, ” 
the other following the waggons, and the 
| whole 
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whole cavalcade ſat off at a round trot, to 
the inexpreſſible annoyance and terror of 
Phedora, who imagined that every joint muſt 
inevitably be diſlocated before ſhe had been 
carried half a verſt : but Zareta, though her 
bones rattled with the rudeneſs of the mo- 
tion, appeared much lefs diſcompoſed than 
could have been expected ; and the ſtranger 
lay extended, with her forehead reſting on 
her arms, and ſeemingly inſenſible to every 
inconvenience. Her attitude, and that care- 
leſs diſregard which denoted the ſuperior 
anguiſh of her mind, excited the compaſſion 
and attention of Phedora ; and the intereſt 
ſhe felt was increaſed, when, upon a nearer 
obſervation, ſhe diſcerned the extreme de- 
licacy of her figure. Zareta ſaw the earneſt 
looks ſhe caſt upon her proſtrate companion, 
and faid, that ſhe was a young Polander of a 
very ſullen ſulky diſpoſition, for ſhe had not 
uttered- two words during the time of her 


reſidence with the Coſſacks, now near three 
weeks. 


5 
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This account, inſtead of having the de- 
fired effect, but the more engaged the pity 
of Phedora, who inſenſibly crept cloſe to her 
fellow captive ; and, when the horrid creak- 
ing of the poles that ſupported the roof of 
the waggon ceaſed in any degree, ſhe could 
diſtinguiſh her heavy ſobs: it was with great 
difficulty that ſhe could reſtrain her own 
tears till Zareta was rocked into a ſlumber, 
and ſhe then gave way to them the more vehe- 


mently, from having ſo long difſembled her 


grief. At length ſhe recollected herſelf, and 


ſeized the opportunity of ſpeaking to her 
young companion in the Poliſh language: 


the ſounds irreſiſtibly caught her attention 
and, ſtarting ſuddenly from her poſture, ſhe 
raiſed her head, and ſurveyed Phedora with 
eager ſurpriſe. There was a natural ſweet- 
neſs in the countenance of the Pole, inex- 
preſſibly engaging, notwithſtanding the 
cloud that obſcured it : her complexion was 
exceſſively fair and tranſparent : her hair 
of the lighteſt yellow brown, and her blue 


eyes of the ſofteſt tint : every feature de- 
noted 
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noted gentleneſs; and her ſlight graceful 
form confirmed the idea. | 


Phedora felt the impreſſive influence of 
ſuch attractions; and now, doubly touched 
with her ſorrows, ſought to ſoothe them by 
every mark of ſympathizing ſenſibility : her 
attentions were received with pleaſure, and 
the Poliſh captive inquired, if in her ſhe 
might hope to embrace a countrywoman ? 

« am an unhappy Livonian,“ ſaid Phe- 
dora; © but J will love you as a ſiſter, if you 
will permit me, and no longer think myſelf 
quite wretched, if you will regard me e with 
lome affection.” 


The fair Pole was not of an age to ſcorn 
this youthful effuſion, and ſhe knew not that 
the generality of the world would have dif- 
believed or diſregarded it: on the contrary, 
he relied upon its ſincerity, and was charmed 
o have thus intereſted the affect ions of her 
ompanion in misfortune. Phedora learnt, 
that ſhe was called Ulmeri, and communi- 
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50 
cated to her in return for this information, 
her own Chriſtian name; for neither of them 
thought of requiring any other. Ulmeri 
then related to her new fri-nd, that ſhe had 
been taken priſoner by this party of Coſſacks, 
in a journey from Poland to Moſcow, whi- 
ther ſome relations who had brought her 
up, were ſending her, to meet her parents 
after a ſeparation of ſome years. 


« was to have travelled under the eſcort 
of a Ruſſian detachment,” added ſhe ; „but 
on the frontiers of Luthuania my principal 
attendant, an old and confidential ſervant, 
to whoſe guidance I was entruſted, was 
ſeized with illneſs. I waited his recovery, 
and loſt the guard which had hitherto been 
my ſecurity : on the firſt day of our re- 
newed journey, I fell into the power of theſe 
wretches ; but I know not how they have 
diſpoſed of my domeſtics; my grief and 
anxiety have been aggravated within theſe 
two days, by the information Zareta ha: 
given me, that I am deſtined as a preſent t. 

thei 


\ 


PE DORA. 8 


their Hetman, or chief, who has appointed 
his people to meet him in the Ukraine with 
all the force they can aſſemble.“ 


« And thus,” continued Ulmeri, “ claſp- 
ing her hands, I am hurried far from thoſe 
who would releaſe me from captivity, and 

| muſt paſs my unhappy life amidſt theſe 
hateful barbarians, never again to behold 
thoſe I love!“ 


til Her tears flowed anew at this idea, and 
I] thoſe of Phedora accompanied them, not 
entirely from difintereſted compaſſion; for 
sI the purpoſed fate of her companion had 
alarmed her fears, left her own ſhould be 
nf equally forlorn. She had hitherto hoped, 
-Ithat in the rambles of her Coſſack guides, 
ef ſhe might perchance overtake the beloved 
ef exiles, and be reſcued by Rectzizi: but 
dg now the flattering illuſion vaniſhed ; for her 
eff revered inſtructor had given her ſome know- 
edge of the ſituation of countries, in the vaſt 
empire which at that moment was ſo rapidly 
| D 2 riſing 
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riſing from ignorance and obſcurity, and ſhe 
knew that Caſan and the Ukraine were wide 
indeed aſunder. Ulmeri, equally ſurpriſed 
and concerned at the anguiſh her intelligence 
had awakened, now offered the conſolation 
| ſhe had ſo lately received : but finding that 
it was in vain to aim at checking the firſt 
burſt of grief, ſhe let it take its courſe, and 
indulged her own ſorrows with equal freedom. 
At this inſtant Zareta waked, and obſerving 
that Phedora wept, imputed her chagrin to 
the influence of the fair Polander, whom ſhe 
diſliked for the invariable inattention ſhe 
had diſplayed to her admonitions. - Ulmeri 
. heard her InveOves 1 in filence ; and Phedora, 
terrified at the naglignant fury with which 
they were utter d. | preſſed the emotion 
they were meant to correct. 


They travelled the whole day with the 
utmoſt expedition, without once halting for 
more than ten minutes: but at ſun-ſet, the 
commanding Coſſack ordered the cavalcade 
to reſt in a {mall grove, and refreſh their 
| wearicd 
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wearied horſes with the paſture i: afforded : 
he then advanced to the carriage, which con- 
tained Zareta and his captives, and aſſiſted 
them to deſcend from it. The coolneſs of 
tle air, and the freſhneſs of the verdure, 
relieved, in ſome meaſure, the fatigue of 
Phedora and her new friend, and they ac- 
cepted, with pleaſure, the permiſſion they 
received of walking to and fro, within fight 
of their-guards. Zareta did not offer to 
accompany them : they felt cheered with 
this ſemblance of liberty; and ſtrolling to 
the utmoſt limits of their walk, caſt their 
eyes around, in the vain hope of eipying ſome 
mode of eſcaping. Phedora perceived, be- 
tween the trees, the two Coſſacks who had 
attended the Commander to the cottage 
where ſhe had been betrayed into their 
power, gazing earneſtly at her companion and 
herſelf : by a motion, ſhe warned Ulmer of 
their vicinity, and inſtantly hurried back 
towards the waggon, to avoid their fuipt- 
cions. The Coffacks then advanced ; and, 
as they paſſed the captives, regarded them 
D 3 with 
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with a very apparent admiration, but re- 


mained ſilent. 


They were young men; and one of them 
had an open, and rather pleaſing aſpect.— 
The Coflack, who conducted the whole 
party, approached them at this moment ;— 
and caſting looks of dark ſuſpicion upon his 


_ countrymen, ſaid a few words in a haſty tone, 
and his officers inſtantly retired. 


Zareta was now called, and deſired to at- 
tend her young charge : ſhe was not inclined 
to walk, and therefore compelled them to 
ſit on the graſs beſide her, whilſt the ſupper 
was produced, It conſiſted chiefly of bread, 
croop, which 1s a kind of meal, and ſome 
dried fiſh ; for they had decamped in ſuch 
haſte, that it was found impoſſible to pro- 
vide even for the table of the chief. 


About an hour after the repaſt, Cotzwar, 
the Commander, gave orders to renew the 


march, and immediately every Coflack was 
| in 
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in motion; the horſes were faſtened to the 
waggons, and the fragments of the meal 
gathered up in the utmoit haſte. Ulmen 
and Phedora were re-conducted to the un- 
wieldy and incommodious carriage they had 
before occupied, and again they ſat off full 
trot, with every joint ſtiff and aching, from 
the inceſſant jolting they had ſuſtained 
throughout the day. It was in vain that 
Phedora endeavoured to compoſe herſelf to 
ſleep; incited by wearineſs, her eyes cloſed 
for a moment; but anxiety and pain in- 
ſtantly combated, but too ſucceſsfully, the 
repoſe ſhe ſought. Ulmeri was equally 
wakeful ; and, as the Coffack attendant was 
in a ſleep as profound as the herſelf could 
have deſired, the fair Pole begged of Phedora 
to relate the manner in which ſhe had fallen 
into the power of the freebooters. 


- 6 Were you,” aſked Ulmeri, “ ſnatched 
from your parents at the moment you hoped 
to embrace them after a long abſence, and 


deprived for ever of the company and pro- 
Da4 . tection 
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tection of brothers, who were the deareſt 
friends of your childhood? 


Phedora replied with a figh, that ſhe 
had neither parents nor brothers : death, ſhe 
laid, had deprived her of her natural friends, 
and misfortune had robbed her of others 
whom ſhe loved almoſt as well, 


Ulmer: expreſſed a wiſh to learn what 
thoſe misfortunes were, and her curioſity 
was almoſt immediately gratified. Phedora, 
in the narrative, forgot not the ſmalleſt cir- 
cumſtance relating to Rectzizi, and her au- 
ditor appeared quite captivated with the hero 
of the Livonian plains, whoſe name, how- 
ever, had not been mentioned by Phedora : 
ſhe had attempted to utter it two or three 
times ; but the glowing bluſhes that invaded 
her cheeks, when her tongue ſought to-form 
the ſound, forbad it, until Ulmeri required 
it of her: ſhe then ſaid, in a voice of heſita- 
tion, that the young man was called Caſſimir 
Rectzizi. | 


Her 
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. . Her friend ſtarted at the well known ap- 
pellation, and uttering an exclamation of 
ſurpriſe, affirmed that he was her brother. — 
The ſenſations of Phedora at this diſcovery 
were indeſcribable : ſhe felt at once confu- 


ſion, apprehenſion, pleaſure, and regret :— 


Ulmer aſked a thouſand queſtions concern- 
ing Caſſimir ; but her anſwers could now 
afford but very little information, for they 


were ſo broken and interrupted, that her 


companion could not avoid obſerving her 
emotion, The beauty, and evident ſweet— 
neſs of the amiable orphan, gave Ulmeri to 
conjecture what might, have been the ſpring 
of her brother's folicitude for her welfare, 
and the delight with which Phedora had re- 
lated every inſtance of it, convinced her that 
the regard was mutual, The narrative had 
diſcloſed that ſhe was poor, and of obſcure 
birth; but the fiſter of Rectzzi had not 
quite numbered eighteen years, and, in that 
ſhort time, ſhe had not been able to acquire 
much worldly knowledge: ſhe was not 
either ambitious of grandeur, or avariciaus 


. of 


5 — K my oe 7 


9 PHE DORA. 


of money; and her mind, being naturally 


free from pride, ſhe experienced no kind 
of ſhock, on ſuppoſing that her brother 
wiſhed to fortn an aliiance with a young 
woman, who was equally and wholly deſti— 
tute of rank and riches. On the contrary, 
the improbability that it would now ever 
take place, and the little hope ſhe herſelf 


entertained, of again beholding her beloved 


Caſſimir, of whoſe amiable diſpoſition ſhe 
thus unexpectedly received the moſt con- 
vincing proofs, overwhelmed her mind with 
grief; and Phedora, without inquiring into 
the cauſe of it, ſoon partook of her ſad- 
neſs : ſhe had then ſufficient leiſure to feel 
what the variety of her emotions had before 
prevented her from obſerving, that ſhe could 
{carcely ſupport the painful laſſitude which 
had univerially pervaded her whole frame ; 
neither could lhe entirely ſuppreſs her ſenſe 
of it ; and the faint groans that ſometimes 
eſcaped her, alarmed Ulmeri, who inquired 
in great anxiety, what occaſioned them.— 
Phedora was ba able to ſpeak, and her 

; companion 
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companion awakened Zareta to call for help, 
and to defire the carriage to ſtop. 

The old woman was very angry at being 
diſturbed from her leaden ſlumbers, and, for 
ſome time, refuſed to liſten to the requeſt ; 
but the importunity of the fair Pole at 
length prevailed, and ſhe ſcrambled over the 
piled baggage to the tront of the waggon, 
where, raiſing the covering that her voice 
might be the better heard by the driver, ſhe 
deſired him to ſtop, in a tone ſo loud, ſo 
ſhrill, and diſcordant, that it muſt have 
driven affrighted Echo for ever back to her 
cave, had the horrid noiſe of the machine, 
which was then bouncing over a wooden 
cauſeway,* permitted the nymph to diſ- 
tinguiſh it. The Coſſack charioter was, for 
ſome time, deaf to the {ound ; but the voice: 
of Zareta was of the kind to overcome every 
| D 6 oppoſition, 
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Peter I. formed roads over moraſſes, by laying acroſs 
them whole trees, cloſe to each other, bound at either end: 
with a ſlight ſurface of earth over them, roads thus formed, 


extended for ſeveral leagues, 
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oppoſition, and at length triumphed over the 
confuſed clattering of horſes hoofs; the deep 
and tremendous rumbling of the waggon 
over the Czar's timber roads; the loud mur- 
muring of a rapid river, whoſe waves de- 
lighted to put filence to flight; and, finally, 
the deafening and continued rattling of all 
the kitchen utenſils, which her victorious 
efforts had effectually diſcompoſed. The 
driver ſtopped; and the commanding Coſ- 
ſack, who was riding immediately before the 
waggon, inſtantly turned hack to inquire the 
reaſon of it. Zareta could not very well 
inform him; but Ulmeri, forgetting the 
ſullen dignity ſhe had hitherto preſerved to- 
wards the freebooter, entreated him to ſuffer 
her companion to reſt a while, and deſcend 
from the carriage to obtain ſome freſh air. 


The appearance of Phedora alarmed him; 
and he conſented, after ſome heſitation, that 
ſhe ſhould quit the waggon for a few mi— 
nutes : he could not fail to obſerve the ne- 


ceſſity there was for this indulgence, ſince 
— 
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ſhe was quite unable to profit by it without 
his aſſiſtance. As he lifted her to the ground, 
he ſcolded Zareta with an imperious voice, 
for not having taken ſufficient care of the 
young captive ; but Phedora, ill as ſhe was, 
exerted herlelf to aſſure him, that Zareta 
was not in the leaſt to blame. He then 
ordered ſome fruit to be brought to him, 
which he preſented equally to Ulmeri and 
her ſick companion: Phedora eat it eagerly, 
for ſhe was tormented with a violent thirſt, 
the ſure prognoſticator of fever. The 1dea 
of returning to the waggon was miſery to 
her : the heat and fatigue ſhe had endured, 
whilſt The was wandering with incautious 
ſteps in the neighbourhood of Narva, joined 
to the inconveniencies of her preſent mode 
of conveyance, had given her a ſerious in- 
diſpoſition, ard ſhe thought a continuation 
of this haſty journey would render at fatal to 
her; but ſhe felt unwilling to die without 
beholding once more her beloved friendsand 
Rectzizi. 


The 
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The reluctance ſhe diſplayed to re-enter 
the carriage, and the illneſs of which ſhe 
complained, ſufficiently viſible indeed in her 
aſpect, induced the Commander to contrive 
an expedient by which ſhe might be made to 
proceed with leſs fatigue. He called to 
ſome of his men; and giving them direc- 
tions, in five minutes a large bear-fkin was 
produced, and faſtened by the four corners to 
the ſaddles of two ſmall Ruſſian horſes, ex- 
tremely quiet and tractable. Phedora, after 
{ome little difficulty, was placed tolerably at 
her eaſe in this furry. hammock, which hung 
looſely between the horſes ; and the com- 
manding Coſſack, with one of the young 
men ſhe had before noticed, led them 


by the bridle. Phedora could not avoid 


admiring the extreme docility of theſe ani- 


mals, who, though trotting at a round pace, 


obeyed the ſmalleſt motion, or a ſingle word 
of their leaders, with a promptitude beyond 
conception : ſhe had feared that they might 
hurt her, by approaching too cloſe to each 
other, or throw her out with violence, by 

running 
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running ſuddenly too far apart; but neither 
of theſe diſaſters happened, from the atten- 
tian of her conductors, and her principal 
anxiety was now how to obtain the ſame eaſe 
and indulgence for her friend Ulmeri, who 
was ſtill ſuffering martyrdom in company 
with Zareta, within the ſuffocat ing hair-cloth 
that entirely covered the upper part of the 
waggon. 


At ſun riſe, the whole party again halted, 
and retired to a {mall wood for thelter and 
repole : it was bordered on the eaſt by a 
beautiful lake ; and the cool breezes, that 
ſwept acroſs it, and murmured amongſt the 
branches of the birch, and more (tately cedar, 
invited the weary traveller to reſt. Phedora 
and the fair Pole withdrew with Zareta to 
ſome diitance from the Coſſacks; and, over- 
powered by heavinels, ſunk into a deep and 
refreſhing flumber. 


The old woman watched them for ſome 


time; and then, unable to withſtand the 
force 
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force of example, cloſed her eyes, and forgot 
awhile the rigid tyranny of Cotzwar the com- 
mander, who, contrary to his uſual cuſtom, 
happened at this moment to rely upon her 
1 vigilance in the charge entruſted to her, — 
jj Nis principal officers, Zappavo and Moretz, 
\ obſerving that he appeared buſily employed, 
1 ſtole off in ſearch of the beautiful captives, 
| whom, to their great mortification, Cotzwar 
f | {o.. carefufully guarded from them; and, 
(14 guided by their wiſhes, ſoon found the ſpot 
| where they repoſed. They ſilently drew 
near; and Moretz, eagerly gazing at the 


| 1 fair Pole, ſtooped to put aſide a ſort of veil, 
| N that half covered her face; but his compa- 
| | nion, more fearful of diſpleaſing thoſe he ſo 
f muc adfnired, though he envied the care- 
| I. leſs boldneſs of Moretz, dared not imitate it. 
1 | 
| At this moment they were ſurpriſed by | 


| I their chief, who, ſuddenly miffing them, 
| gueſſed their intention, and inſtantly fol- 

lowed : Zappavo perceived him not till he 
had felled his friend to the ground, by a fu- 
rious 
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rious blow given in the firſt tranſports of his 
rage, at what he termed his treachery.— 
| Moretz was for ſome moments ſtunned by 
the fall; but when he roſe, the rage and 
reſentment that flaſhed from his eyes, and 
his right hand that ſought the ſabre, warned 
Cotzwar to ſtand upon his guard: the young 
man, however, appeared ſuddenly to recol- 
lect himſelf; and, beckoning to Zappavo, 
retired with him. 


The tranſaction had awakened Phedora 
and Ulmeri, who were terrified at the angry 
countenances of the Coſſacks, and obeyed, 
with more than uſual celerity, the command 
of Cotzwar to follow him. Zareta, mean- 
time, was honoured with two or three blows 
in the face, and as many kicks, which ſhe 
received with violent ſhrieks and contortions 
that did not at all move the phlegmatic gioom 
of her maſter's viſage. 


He conducted the females back to the 
8 where che baggage ſtood, and made the 


young 
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young captives ſet beſide him to eat the 
breakfaſt his people had provided. I hey ob- 
{erved that the bread was new, and that fruit 
was produced in great abundance: Cotzwar 
drank too, of mead and ſpirits in profuſion, 
of which he had been very ſparing the pre- 
ceding evening; and all this led Ulmeri to 
imagine, that, during the night, ſome village 
had been plundered. She communicated 
this ſuppoſition in a whiſper to her compa- 
nion, who ſighed at the remembrance of 
thoſe days, when the prudent precautions and 
inſtructions of Mr. Leuhaupt rendered the 
wild excurſions of the Coflack ſoldiers abor- 
tive for many miles round his dwelling : a 
train of reflections ſucceeded, that brought 
the tears into her eyes ; and the pitying looks 
of Ulmeri only increaſed her diſtreſs, by re- 
minding her of the gentle compaſſion with 
which Caſſimir was wont to regard her. 


She earneſtly wiſhed to know 1n what part 
of the country they now were, that ſhe 
might judge if it could be poſſible to en- 

fd $2: counter 
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counter the ſad train of Livonian exiles, who 
were journeying to Moſcow: ſhe therefore 
queſtioned the Coſſack commander, with 
ſome timidity, concerning the route lie was 
then taking; and, as his ill humour had 
vaniſhed in proportion to the quantity of 
ſpirits he had ſwallowed, he very readily told 
her, that they were near Pleſkow, and would 
paſs within a few verſts of it that day, and 
reſt in the evening in a large wood ſouth- 
weſt of Opolſko. This intelligence enlivened 
the wiſhes fof Phedora, who ſtill imagined 
ſome propitious chance might yet favour 
her, fince ſhe had not quitted the dutchy 
of Pleſkow, through which the baniſhed 
Livonians were to paſs. |, 
\ 

Cotzwar now roſe from his ſylvan table, 
to ſnatch half an hour of repoſe, and Ulmeri 
then converſed with her young companion 
without reſtraint ; for Zareta did not un- 
derſtand the Poliſh language. To the ſiſter 
of Rectzizi, Phedora diſcloſed her lately con- 
ceived hopes; but thoſe of Ulmeri were far 
from 
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from being ſo ſanguine; for ſhe had obſerved 
that their party retired from the obſervation of 
travellers, eſpecially when they appeared in 
any number, or wore, like themſelves, the 
Ruſſian uniform: ſhe could not prevail with 
herſelf, however, to cruſh the expectations of 
her friend, by dwelling upon circumſtances 
ſo ſuſpicious, 

In a ſhort time, the whole party were 
again ready to proſecute their journey, by 
the order of their commander, and waited 
only till he ſhould awake to ſet off; but 
Cotzwar lulled into a deep fleep by an in- 
temperance unuſual to him, continued in it 
till the ſun ſhone with meridian heat, and 
rendered the ſandy roads almoſt intolerable. 
Zappavo and Moretz, who alone dared. to 
diſturb his ſlumber, kept at a ſullen diſtance, 
and only, at intervals, approached near 
enough to caſt a look of contempt at their 
ſupine chief. The men murmured at a de- 
lay which they knew would be made up at 
the expence of much hurrying and fatigue ; 
| and 
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and neither Zappavo, nor his ſtill more indig- 
nant friend, thought proper to allay their 
diflatisfaction, by ſoothing or remonſtrance. 


Phedora rejoiced at this pauſe, fo welcome 
to her wearied ſpirits; but as the day ad- 
vanced, ſhe, felt a return of the parching 
heat and thirſt which had ſo much incom- 
moded her. the preceding night : the pain 
and languor that accompanied them ſhe at- 
tributed to the uneaſy mode of travelling 
ſhe had been compelled into; yet her indiſ- 
poſition each moment increaſed ; and at 
length ſhe could no longer raiſe her head 
from the lap of Ulmeri, who became more 
and more alarmed at the ſtate in which ſhe 
lay. Zareta was applied to for ſuccour, 
who carried her complacency ſo far as to pro- 
duce the image of her own faint to relieve 
the ſufferer. Ulmieri, in her preſent ſitua- 
tion, did not, venture to reject the favour, 
but entreated her to inform the command- 
ing Coſſack of the illneſs of Phedora : the 
wary old damſel remembering, however, his 
late 


PHE DORA. 


late diſpleaſure, would not by any means 


diſturb him; and Ulmeri, then much diſ- 
treſſed, accoſted the young officers, who, at 
that inſtant, appeared in ſight; and point- 
ing to her companion, told them that ſhe 
muſt have ſome aſſiſtance. Zappavo ſtep- 
ped towards her in great emotion, but 
Moretz caught him by the arm, and ſaying 
a few words in a low voice, drew him away. 


Ulmeri could eafily account for their haſty 
retreat ; but at this juncture ſhe was much 


provoked at their exceſſive prudence, which 


ſhe thought ill-timed and inhuman ; and 


diſengaging herſelf from Phedora, whoſe 


drooping head was then ſupported by Zareta, 
ſhe ſtepped to Cotzwar, and, after ſeveral 
ineffectual efforts, at length awakened him, 
and implored relief for her fellow captive. 
The Commander ſtartled at her informa- 


tion, roſe haſtily to aſcertain the truth of it, 


and appeared very uneaſy on obſerving the 
unfavourable ſymptoms the countenance of 
Phedora exlubited : he ordered ſome fruit 
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to be given to her, to aſſuage the thirſt of 
which ſhe complained, directed a tent to be 
pitched, that ſhe might repoſe more at her 
eaſe, and told his men that they ſhould halt 
till the evening of the following day. 


Ulmeri was pleaſed with theſe attentions, 
without which her ſick friend had ſo ſmall a 
chance of recovering; yet ſhe could not help 
ſuſpecting that Cotzwar meant to preſent 
Phedora, as well as herſelf, to his Hetman, 
by the uniform and ſolicitous concern he diſ- 
played for the accommodation of each, un- 
mixed by any perſonal or excluſive ſhow of 
favour. This would be, ſhe was perſuaded, 
an affliting ſuppoſition to Phedora ; but 
ſhe herſelf felt comforted by a conjecture 
that afforded a proſpect of ſtill retaining the 
ſociety of her amiable companion, for whom 
ſhe experienced an hourly increaſing affec- 
tion. The exertion ſhe was now called upon 
to uſe, diveſted her mind from the grief 
which had ſolely occupied it; her tender 


cares, and the repoſe Phedora ſtood ſo much 


in 
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in need of, effected the amendment ſhe ſo 
earneſtly wiſhed for, by the expiration of the 
time Cotzwar had appointed to renew his 
journey. 


The Commander, in halting thirty-ſix 
hours, had attended more to the preſervation 
of his captive than to the ſtrong injunctions 
he had received from the Hetman, who had 
appointed him to be in the neighbourhood 
of Bathurin, the capital of the Coffacks, with 
the greateſt diſpatch : he was now therefore 
compelled to proceed on his march. 


 Phedora was ſlung, as before, between two 
| horſes ; and, at her aident requeſt, Ulmeri 
was indulged in the ſame mode of travelling, 
as ſhe had found 1t infinitely preferable to 
the horſes jumbling of the waggon. The 
twilight being more than uſually luminous, 
Phedora obſerved, that one of her con- 


ductors was changed: inſtead of Zappavo, 


the Commander had ſubſtituted a ſoldier, 


of a mien ſo fierce, that ſhe could not behold 
; his 
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his countenance, when he turned it towards 
her, without dread. * She was grieved at the 
removal of Zappavo, as ſhe had conceived 
ſome faint hopes that he might have been 
induced to aſſiſt her eſcape, and that of 
Ulmer. 


The troop did not again halt till ſun- 
tiſe; and then, only in conſideiation of 
the indiſpoſition of Phedora, ſhe was ſuf- 
fered to reſt a ſhort time in a cottage, at the 
entrance of a village abandoned by its in- 
habitants, where the cruel marks of rapine 
and conflagration exhibited an epitome of 
the miſeries that deſolated the whole coun- 
try round. The Coflack foldicrs diſmounted 
to colle& what the more haſty pillager might 
have overlooked ; and as, upon this occa- 
lon, Cotzwar appeared to have loſt much of 
his controul and authority, Phedora and 
her friend, though ſtill cloſely followed by 
Lareta, had leiſure to wander amidſt this 
pile of humble ruins, once the retreat of 
peace and induſtry. Every objeF that 
VOL, 11. F. caught 


caught their eyes, cauſed a ſigh of pity and 


ſummer, ſtruck her heart with bitter regret, 
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regret : the place of interment particularly 
attracted the regards of Phedora, who be- 
held it covered with wild flowers, and nox- 
ious weeds intermingled, emblematic of the 
chequered nature of the frail beings repo- 
ſing beneath them. The modeſt grave of 
her ever beloved and venerable parent, 
equally neglected, and rudely over-grown 
with the ſpontaneous produce of a Livonian 


and forced the tears from her fixed and 
downcaſt eyes. Ulmer, recollecting that 
her companion had ſaid, Death had rob- 
bed her of every friend,” led her gently 
from a ſcene that inevitably created painful 
images in her mind; and they entered toge- 
ther a dwelling, that, with three or four 
others, was yet ſtanding, and was rather ſu- 
perior to the cottages in general, Here 
they ſaw inſtruments for dreſſing flax, 
ſcattered in diſorder; and ſmall pieces ot 
honeycomb lay here and there, as if a 


larger quantity had been removed in haſte. 
| 5 « In 
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“In this houſe,” ſaid Phedora, thought- 
fully, lived the Ulric Stenau of the village, 
exulting, perhaps, in ſuperior wealth only 
becauſe it enabled him to relieve diſtreſs and 
miſery ; or elſe, greedily hoarding his ſtores 
merely to gratify his avarice: in the one 
caſe, the recollection of his former ſuperfluity 
will be a bleſſing to him, and {ſmooth the 
reverſe of fortune he has not merited ; in 
the other, it will be the moſt juſt of pu- 
niſhments, and the ſevereſt curſe. 


Her reflections were here interrupted by 
an object that excited the livelieſt emotion 
in her boſom: Ulmeri had found a lock of 
plaited hair, tied at each end with the fineſt 
flax neatly braided into ſtrings, that ap- 
peared to have bound it to an arm. 


* Look !” exclaimed the fair Pole, with 
a mile, © here is a loſt treaſure, perhaps more 
bitterly lamented than the united produce 
of the whole village.” 


L. 2 Phedora 


76 E DORA. 


Phedora took it from her, and, in the 


gentleſt tone of compaſſion, ſighed, © Poor 


Ivan! Good Heavens, if he is no more,” 
added ſhe, weeping, * what will become of 
his mother—of Catherine—of his unhappy 
ſather? Oh that I could be permitted to 
offer the little conſolation I might afford, 
when they hear this afflicting news, and try 
to ſave the good Mrs. Leuhaupt from det: 
pair!“ 


The ſuppoſition of Ivan's death affected 


Phedora with the moſt ſenſible anguiſh, and 


it was ſome time before ſhe recollected the 
preſence of Ulmeri, who had remained 
ſpeechleſs with ſurpriſe and concern, at the 
unlucky diſcovery ſhe had made to her 
friend.” At length, however, ſhe gathered 
courage to inquire why Phedora conjectured 
the death of young I .cuhaupt, from finding 


the lock of hair ſhe had fo — put 


into her hand. 


&« When 


ell 
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„When I gave it to him,” replied Phe- 
dora—* for 1t was mine, and I well remem- 
ber putting it into this form at his requeſt ; 
he ſolemnly affirmed that he would never 
part with it whilft he had life; and I know 
too well the ſtrictneſ(s with which he adheres 
to a reſolution once made, not to judge 
that ſome terrible accident muſt have hap- 
pened, or this would never have been torn 


from his arm.“ E 


3 


Ulmeri tried to detach her from this me- 
lancholy idea, by relating a variety of cir- 
cumſtances, in which Ivan might have loſt 
bis bracelet, without having had his life en- 
dangered, when his duty as a ſoldier was 
likely to prevent the ſtrict ſearch for it, his 
inclination would have prompted him to 
make. Phedora liſtened to her ſuggeſtions, 
till ſhe began to hope that her own appre- 
benſions had been unfounded : ſhe was un- 
willing however, to leave the houſe, without 
endeavouring to diſcover ſome further veſ- 
ige of her adopted brother; but the en- 
B-4 trance 
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trance of - ſome Coflack ſoldiers induced 
Ulmeri and herſelf to haſten away, without 
once recollecting Zareta, whom they had left 
in an interior apartment. 
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As they traverſed the village, Phedora 
ſaw, at a {mall diſtance from them, Zappavo 
and Moretz in earneſt converſation : they 
walked apart from their people, and were too 
much eng to perceive any object not 
immediately in their way. She ſtopped ſud- 


denly, on obſerving them, and propoſed to 


her friend that they ſhould endeavour to in- 


tereſt theſe young men to favour their eſcape. 
Ulmeri feared they would betray them to 


Cotzwar : ſhe feared, too, that if they ſerved 
Phedora and herſelf, it would be with in- 
tereſted views: yet, if ſhe made not any 
effort to break her bonds, a wretched and 


certain fate awaited her, from which ſhe 


ſhrunk with horror and diſmay. There was 


-not time for much reflection, as this moment 


was perhaps the only one in which the ſuggeſ- 


tion of Phedora could be put into execution, 
who 
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who was watching the countenance of Ulmeri 
with eager attention, and appeared to look 
for her deciſion, with an emotion that almoſt 
deprived her of the power of reſpiration ;— 
and at length her friend gave a trembling 
allent : yet neither of them had ſufficient 


| courage to addreſs the young Coſſacks, until 
the ſhrill notes of Zareta warned them of her 
approach. Phedora, then darting forward, 
tand beckoning Ulmeri to ſecond her, ſpoke 
Ia few words in the Ruſſian language, which 
the tremor. of her voice rendered almoſt 


wholly unintelligible ; but her expreſſive 
eyes indicated ſupplication, and Zappavo 
g was not inclined to diſregard it: he obliged 
her to repeat the requeſt, and inſtantly ſwore, 
&þy every faint, that it ſhould not be made in 


= | 


je Ulmeri, dreading leſt Zareta ſhould ob- 
1s Flerve the haſty conference, now interrupted 
it Nit, by urging the Coſſacks to retreat another 
- Vay, whilſt Phedora and herſelf rejoined the 
, old woman; as, unleſs they were accompa- 
10 | E 4 nied 
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nied by her, they could not return to the 
preſence of Cotzwar without exciting his ſu. 
picions. Moretz uttered an execration 
when ſhe pronounced the name of the chief, 
that terrified the ſuppliants ; who flew from 
him, repenting the boldneſs of the league 
they had formed, and every way feartul of its 
conſequences. 


They found Zareta trembling at her own 
indiſcretion, in having truſted them from her 
fight ; and they were compelled to liſten, for 
ſome time, to the effuſions of her anger, for 

having ſtolen from her. She was, however, 
equally intereſted with themſelves, to hide 
the circumſtance from Cotzwar ; and his 
preſence ſhielded them from her revilings.— 
The patience of the Commander was now 
completely exhauſted, and he peremptorih 
ordered his men to aſſemble inſtantly, and 
purſue their march. The command was too 
urgent to be diſobeyed, and in five minute 
they were mounted, and ready to depart. 


Phedor 


or 
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Phedora could not quit a place where 
Ivan had indiſputably been; perhaps too, 
where he had reſigned a life ſo dear to his 
family, without many ſighs : the friendſhip 
ſhe had ever experienced for him, in which 
gratitude and ſiſterly affection lad an equal 


ſhare, was now heightened by compaſſion, 


and anxiety for his fate; and the promite 
he had drawn from her at parting, ſhe now, 
and only now, forgave him for having ex- 
torted. Ulmeri, from whom ſhe had con- 
cealed his unfoitunate love, in the narrative 
ſhe had given her, readily diſcovered the 
ſecret, by every circumſtance attending the 
bracelet; yet the concluded, from the tran- 
quillity of Phedora's grief, that it was not 
returned with a proportionable fondneſs ; — 
but the bluthes and agitation of her compa- 
nion, when Rectzizi was caiually mentioned, 
confirmed the firſt ſuppoſition of his ſiſte 
that, if he regarded the beautiful orphan 
with peculiar affection, it was repaid by a 
prepoſſeſſion in his favour equally tender. 


E 5 CHAP. 
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CHAP, III. 


« The loweſt and moſt abject thing in fortune 
« Stands itil! in hopes, lives not in fear: 
- The worſt returns to better.“ 


Tur Coffack Commander compelled his 


party to travel the whole day with ſcarcely 


any intermiſſion : but near midnight they 


reſted on the bank of a river branching from 


the Dwina, which they were to paſs when 
their horſes were refreſhed. Phedora had 


in vain looked for the deliverance ſhe had 


never, till now, given up the proſpect of 
meeting : but when Cotzwar told her ſhe 
was ih Luthuania, her heart fickened with 
deſpondency, and her only ſlender hope reſted 
on the promiſe of Zappavo. She fancied, that 
if Ivan were alive, he might be in the vici- 
nity of the village, where ſhe had found the 
lock of her own hair ; and, in proportion as 
her diſtance from it increaſed, ſhe had loſt a 
ſlay, at whichher cager wiſhes catched. 

| Every 
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Every obſervation ſhe made, only ſerved 
to heighten her fears, and render her ſitua- 
tion more alarming ; for ſhe now diſcovered, 
as well as Ulmer!, that the commander never 
failed to ſend out his ſcouts whilſt they were 
on their march, who gave notice of the ap- 
proach of any numbers, and then Cotzwar 
contrived to avoid a meeting: whilſt the 
ſolitary traveller, or a ſmaller party, were 
ſtill more anxious to eſcape the obſervation 
of the Coflacks, who pillaged without mercy 
or reſtraint ; and the ſufferers had little 
chance of redreſs againſt a body of men who 
were found ſo uſeful to the empire in time 
of war, and who, boldly aſſerting that they 
were privileged to plunder the enemies of the 
ſovereign, under whoſe banners they fought, 
conſtituted every individual a foe who had 
any property to loſe, and no power to pre- 
ſerve it from the graſp of theſe freebooters. 
They were the terror of every village, whoſe 
inhabitants fled at,their approach, and left 
in their poſſeſſion Whatever they could not 
hide or carry off, 

5 Neither 
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Neither Ulmeri nor Phedora had ſeen the 
young Coſſack officers ſince the requeſt ſo 
favourably received by Zappavo: they ap- 
peared purpoſely to keep aloof to calm the 
ſuſpicions Cotzwar had conceived; and their 
deſigns ſo far ſucceeded, that he began to 
relax of his vigilance, and often permitted 
the captives to walk out of his fight, attended 
however, by Zareta, whole company they 
could well have ſpared ; for, in the abſence 


of her maſter, ſhe contrived to gratity her 


ill humour, by perpetually thwarting every 
requelt they preterred, which ſhe had any 
colour for refuſing, and wrangling, with 
peevith inveteracy, when ſhe was obliged to 
comply with them. Ulmeri, whoſe gentle 
temper lad been irritated by the repeated 
provocations of this unhappy being, now 
regarded her only with contempt and diſ- 


guſt; but Phedora ſometimes ſoothed her; 


and, when her petty tyranny exceeded the 


uſual bounds, contented herſelf with a mild 
expoſtulation; fo that ' ſhe was by far the 


greater favourite, but without receiving any 
| other 
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other marks of it, than having a perpetual 
argumeatative ſort of {colding directed chiefly 
at her. 4 


In a few hours a fordable part of the river 
was diicovered, and every thing prepared to 
pals it in ſafety: the women were placed in 
a waggon upon fome piled baggage, fo that 
no danger could reach them, fave only that 
the fears of Zareta, by putting her into a vio- 
lent agitation, might perhaps have occaſioned 
her to precipitate herſelf from her ſeat, 
which ſhe had choſen from its ſuperior 
height, not conſidering her tall coif, the 
points of which, hooking every moment 1n 
the hair-cloth covering of the waggon, ſhook 
down copious thowers of duſt and dirt into 
her eyes. Her mien, her lamentations, her 


figure, and the ſituation ſhe had placed her- 


ſelf in, were too ridiculous not to excite the 
riſibility of the young captives, who, for a 
moment, forgot their misfortunes, and wel- 


comed the laugh they were not able to reſiſt, 


Zareta 
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Zareta was ſeriouſly offended; and the 
malicious looks ſhe beſtowed more particu- 
larly upon Ulmeri, alarmed Phedora, who 
inſtantly reſumed her gravity, and by ſigns, 
entreated her companion to deſiſt. The 
oppoſite bank of the river was gained with- 
out any accident, and Zareta releaſed from 
her fears: yet ſhe retained a ſullen ſenſe of 
the affront ſhe had received; and the little 
aſſiduities of Phedora effected no change in 
the grimnels of her aſpect. Ulmeri deſpiſed 
her wrath, and ſcorned to attenuate it by 
ſubmiſſion. Her temper was naturally ſweet, 
and her manners gentle; but cauſcleſs inſult, 


from thoſe ſhe neither loved nor eſteemed, 


ſhe failed not to repay with diſdainful ne- 
glect; whilſt one word of doubtful import, 
from, any one, ſhe regarded with affection, 
wounded her to the quick, and her ſoft form 
then appeared wholly to diffolve in tears. 


Zareta, burning with revenge, as fo 
e as not to find an oppc:tuaity 
of practiſing the plan ſne meditated, till the 


ſun 
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fun had again withdrawn from the hemiſ- 
phere, and Cotzwar ordered his troop to halt 
and refreſh. , The commander was ſeated 
on the turf under the ſhade of a birch tree: 
on one fide of him were placed his fair cap- 
tives; and, on the other, ſat Zareta, whole 
ill humour had been conſiderably increaſed 
by the extreme light neſs of the ſupper, which 
proved, that the troop advanced in earneſt, 
fince there was not time to detach any part 
of it either to the right or left, in {earch of a 
better ſupply of proviſions. 


Phedora was ruminating on the applica» 
tion ſhe had ventured to make to the young 
Coflacks, with alternate hopes and fears con- 
cerning its ſucceſs, when Zareta, to her in- 
finite aſtoniſhment and confuſion, informed 
the Commander, that Zappavo and Moretz 
had found means to converſe with the young 
Pole, who had engaged to ſeduce the other 
captive into the confederacy ; and Zappayc 
had offered a bribe to her, to conſent t 


their more frequent meeting. 2 
The 
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The rage of Cotzwar, at this inſidious 
tale, was loud and vehement; but he forgot 
not to rave at the informer, becauſe ſhe had 
not prevented the treachery ſhe now re- 
vealed. Phedora trembled for the event, and 
only Ulmer appeared calm and unconcerned 
as uſual; for the malice of Zareta, fo 
evidently levelled at her, had not the power 
of exciting her anger, and ſhe diſdained to 
exculpate herſelf from a charge, in which her 
accuſer had unknowingly blended a little 
truth with the falſehoods ſhe had uttered, 
Cotzwar, however, diſappointed the aim of 
the old woman ; for his fury fell entirely 
upon the offending Coſſacks, whom he or- 
dered into his preſence, and in the heat of 
his reſentment, imprudently threatened 
them with a ſevere chaſtiſement when they 
arrived at Bathurin, for diſregarding his pro- 
hibitions, and rebelling againſt his authority, 
The young men made very little reply ; but 
the lofty ſullenneſs of their mien, proclaimed 
the reſentment they felt at the paſſionate 
ſallies of their commander, who, ſcarcely 

knowing 
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knowing what he did in the vehemence of 
his indignation, ordered his men to mount 
their horſes without delay. 


Ulmeri and Phedora were no longer in- 
dulged in the mode of conveyance they pre- 
ferred, but were compelled to aſcend the 
waggon, and endure the infirmities of Za- 
reta's temper and the terrible jolting of the 
machine, which forbade the only contolation 
within their power, that of converſing with 
each other. At noon they again halted ;— 
but when, after ſome repole, the party were 
about to proceed on the march, Zappavo 
and Moretz were not to be found. It ap- 
peared that they had taken with them the 
horſes they uſually rode, two more which 
they led, and their arms ; but had not bur- 
thened themſelves with proviſions. Cotzwar, 
who had inquired minutely into theſe cir- 
cumſtances, ſeemed both alarmed and cha- 
grined at their defection, which was the 
forerunner of many deſertions amongſt his 
men ; and in two days there remained, of 

| three 
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three hundred Coſſacks, who had originally 
adhered to him, only one hundred and 
thirty. 


After many difficulties and dangers, he at 
length arrived at Wipteſk, ſouth of the 
Dwina. At this place he appeared deſirous 
of publiſhing the purpoſe of his expedition, 
and affirmed that he had been endeavouring 
to raiſe a troop of his countiymen, to ſerve 
under Prince Menzikoff in the Ukraine : 
he ſaid, too, that he had himſelf tought un- 
der the banners of Auguſtus, King of Poland, 
in Livonia, from whence he had paſſed into 
the ſervice of the Czar. E 


At Wipteſk Cotzwar procured a ſtock of 
proviſions, which he knew he ſhould not 
otherwiſe be able · to obtain in the dreary 
foreſts of Luthuania, bordering on the Ruſ- 
ſian frontier. And as the winter was daily 
expected to ſet in, he provided himſelf with 
every conveniency to elude its rigour. 


Phedora 
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Phedora and her friend now gave them- 
ſelves up to deſpair; for though they were 
ſituated thus near a town, where they 1ma- 
gined either ſome Poliſh or Ruſs regiments 
muſt neceſſarily be, they had no means of 
eſcaping from their bondage, or making 
known their captivity, as Cotzwar had 
pitched his tents at ſome diſtance from any 
habitation, at about three verſts from Wip- 
telk. They were cloſely guarded, not only 
by Zareta, but by ſome Coflack ſoldiers, 
firmly attached to the intereſts of their Com- 
mander, and their walk confined to- a few 
paces round their tent, which was entirely 
encompaſſed by thoſe of Cotzwar's dimi- 
niſhed troop. The diſappearance of Zap- 
pavo and Moretz, on whom they had reſted 
ſome {mall hope of deliverance, completely 
cruſhed every proſpe&t of it; and they 
languidly looked forward to a life of miſery, 
as too certain and unavoidable. 


In a few days the Coſſacks decamped, and 
advanced towards the Boriſthenes, meaning 
i to 
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to crols it a little above Zkioff; and leaving 
that place on their right, ſtrike at once into 
the vaſt foreſts which extend to Zizerſk, 
where Cotzwar ſtill hoped to arrive before 
the winter overtook him. The day after he 
renewed his march, he croſſed the Boriſthenes, 
and the following morning, entered a foreſt 
that fringed the left bank of the river, where 


the cheering rays of the ſun but ſeldom pe- 


netrated. They had not advanced many 
leagues, when one of the waggons ſuddenly 
ſunk into a moraſs, from whence no effort 
could extricate it. Cotzwar ſtormed and 
execrated, but was at length compelled to 
order that every thing of value ſhould be 
be taken from it ; and the unwieldy ma- 
chine was then left to ſink gradually beneath 
the ſurface of the carth. 


The Commander could not conceal his 
. Chagrin at this accident, by which he was a 
conſiderable loſer ; and his men became diſ- 
pirited, by the melancholy proſpect of find- 
ing their progreſs continually arreſted by 

impaſſable 
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impaſſable bogs. Cotzwar had once before 
travelled through this part of Luthuania; but 


it was in the winter, and every moraſs was 


completely frozen, ſo as to bear with ſafety 
even the artillery of the army he accom- 
panied. : | 


They journeyed, however, without any 
further miſadventure, until the Commander 
ſuppoſed he muſt be within a day's march of 
Propoiſki, lying north of Zizerſk, ſituated on 
a ſmall river, which empties itſelf into the 
Boriſthenes ; and his followers were cheered 
with the hope of emerging from the dreary 
gloom of the foreſt they had traverſed with 
wearineſs and diſcontent. Their horſes, too, 
began to droop for want of forage ; as the 
precautions they had been obliged to uſe, 
that they might not plunge unwarily into 
the fathomle(s bogs which ſurrounded them, 
had confiderably retarded their courle. 


Phedora now loſt every veſtige of the cheer- 
fulneſs that had once animated her beautiful 
countenance; 
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countenance ; and would have ſunk under 
the wretchedneſs that oppreſſed her, but for 

the generous cares of Ulmeri, who checked 
her own ſadneſs, and exerted herſelf to alle- 
viate that of her friend. In vain, however, 
did ſhe point out the abſurdities of Zareta; 
Phedora could no longer ſmile at them ; and 
equally fruitleſs and impoſſible ſhe found it, 
to pretend to retain hopes of their deliver- 
ance, when her deſponding companion was 
well affured ſhe no longer entertained any.— 
Ulmer, as a laſt effort, ſought to amuſe her 
attention, by talking of Caſſimir: to this 
theme alone Phedora eould liſten ; and her 
eyes would then ſparkle with returning bril- 
liancy : yet a ſudden recollection of her ſitu- 
ation often baniſhed the only pleaſure ſhy 
knew, and daſhed with bitterneſs even the 
remembrance of Rectzizi. 


Ulmeri, at her requeſt, related to her by 
what means ſhe had been born a ſubje of 
Poland, where ſhe had remained until the 
various revolutions, which agitated the 

COUntry, 
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country, had induced her parents to require 


her of her maternal relations, in whoſe pro- 
tection ſhe had been from infancy. The 


Count and Countels Rectzizi had taken re- 
fuge in Moſcow, from the dangers that 
ſeemed to purſue them from place to place. 
The family of the Counteſs, ſhe ſaid, reſided 
at Grodno ; but, on her marriage, ſhe ac- 
companied her huſband to Livonia, his na- 
tive country, from whence he again con- 
ducted her to Luthuania with her two ſons, 
on the breaking out of ſome diſturbances, 
occaſioned by the leverity of Charles the 
Eleventh of Sweden, in whoſe minority the 
Poles had wholly relinquiſhed their claim to 
Livonia. 


& In Poland,“ continued Ulmeri, “ I was 
born: my mother, anxious to ſhare the fate 


of my father, who was ſecretly engaged in 


the deſigns of Patkul, left me, an intant, in 
the care of her relations, and followed him 
to Sweden. She returned to Poland on the 


failure of the Livonian petition for redreſs, ' 


to embrace her children, and claim us of her 
parents, 
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parents, in whoſe immediate protection ve 


had been left. They reſigned my brothers, 
but could not prevail with, themſelves to iſ, 
fart with me, whom they called their Polit I 

girl; and at their earneſt interceſſion, I re- x ; 

mained at Grodno, to conſole them for the 1 

loſs of my mother, who was their only child. 4 

My father was fond of his own country ; yet 0 


he brought my mother to Luthuania every 
3 year; and at each viſit ſhe ſtill left me be- 
| hind her, but with extreme reluctance. My 
brothers too, received their education chiefly 
at the univerſity of Grodno, ſo that we are 
not ſtrangers to each other. The elder, John, 
obtained an employment at the court of 
Auguſtus, whom he has followed 1n all his 
fortunes : the younger, Caſſimir, whom my 
dear Phedora is acquainted with, and wil 
not wonder, therefore, if I acknowledge him 
to be my favourite, entered the Ruſſian ſer- 
vice, in which he had the honour of riſing 
by his merit: but you are a better judge 0 
his preſent ſituation than I can be; for it 1s 
4 | 5 nearly 
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nearly two years face I have heard of him 


but through you.“ 3 


Phedora tenderly embracing her friend, 
exclaimed, © How can I ſufficiently acknow- 
ledge the infinite obligations which bind my 


gratitude to your family? Their beneficence 


prolonged the days of my poor helpleſs pa- 
rent, and ſoftened the horrors ſhe had of- 


ten experienced for the fate of her friendleſs - 


Phedora : I rejected their generous propoſi- 
tion of perſonal protection, becauſe I could 
not leave her in the decline of life, with ſo 
{mall a proſpe& of beholding her again: but 
have ever entertained the higheſt venera- 
ion for characters ſo exalted, and only the 
ear and worthy Leuhaupts, who have uni- 
ormly cheriſhed me as their child, can claim 

n equal ſhare in my eſteem.” 
; that it was now in your power to accept 
Je propoſal of a reſidence in our family; 
d that T could join my efforts to theirs, to 
nder it pleaſing to you.” Ah! my dear 
hedora, whatever becomes of us, I1 hope 
vor, 11, 3 we 


« I would to Heaven,” returned Ulmeri, 
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we ſhall never be ſeparated ; and then, if 
you think as I do, you will not be quite 


unhappy.” 


| Phedora felt all the value of a friendſhip 


ſo ſoothing to her foul; but her ſpirits 


failed at this moment, and ſhe could only 
anſwer with her tears. Zareta, wha per- 
petually imagined they were excited by the 
fair Pole, threatened to require of Cotzwar 
that they ſhould be parted, if ſhe continued 
thus to waſte herſelf by repining and ſor- 
row. This alarmed them both, and effec» 
ted what all the rhetoric of Ulmer had 
failed to obtain : for Phedora now exerted 
reſolution enough to check the anguiſh of 
her mind, ſince the conſequence of giving 
way to it, would be a deprivation of the ſo- 
ciety of her companion. 


As the troop drew near Propoiſki, the men 
forgot their diſcontents, in the hope of 
drowning all their paſt fatigues in Ruſſian 
brandy: they had not met a ſingle traveller 


| fince 


* 


ince they had left Wipteſk, till within about 
orty verſts of Propoiſki, when they encoun- 
tered two Luthuanian peaſants, who were 


ided with money to ſupport them when 


with them beſides, furniture both for bed 
and table, to accommodate them by the 
way. The Coſſacks, unable to reſiſt ſo fair 
an opportunity of exerciſing their dexterity 
at tripping, ſurrounded the unlucky coun- 
trymen, who gave themſelves up for loſt the 


moment they perceived their ſituation. 


One of them, animated, however, with the 
hope of preſerving the means of exiſting in 
a place far from his native home, where 
the long-continued war had ſtripped the in- 
habitants both of the power and the will to 
practiſe the duties of hoſpitality, entreated 
that he might be led to the Commander, to 
whom he was able to communicate the moſt 
important intelligence. His importunities 
at length prevailed, yet not before he had 
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ourneying to Smolenſko. They were pro- | 


they arrived at their deſtination, and carried 


loſt * part of his little property that was 
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worth contending for. Cotzwar, who was 


diſpleaſed at the delay this adventure occa- 
ſioned, demanded in a ſurly tone, what he 
had to relate; and the peaſant fearful of 
truſting to the generoſity of the freebooter, 
whoſe manners were by no means calculated 


to inſpire confidence, ſtipulated that his 
effects ſhould be reſtored to him, as the price 
of the ſervice he was on the point of render- 


ing the whole party. 


This inſolent requeſt highly diſguſted all 


thoſe who had any ſhare of the plunder, and 


they tumultuouſly demanded that it ſhould 
not be complied with. Cotzwar was equally 
enraged with either party; but though he 
was defirous of hearing what the peaſant 
meant to diſcloſe, he dared not exaſperate his 
men, whoſe mutinous regards were but too 
apparent. He therefore deſired the priſoner 
to ſpeak, and look to him for a voluntary re- 
compence, if his intelligence deſerved it :— 


but this was refuſed ; and Cotzwar, provoked 


beyond meaſure, commanded his people to 
chaſtiſe 
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chaſtiſe the inſolence of the wretch who ſo 
fooliſhly tempted his deſtiny. Ulmeri, who 
was preſent, now darted forward, and en- 
treated pardon of the incenſed chief for her 
countryman ; and Phedora, whoſe compaſ- 
fion was much intereſted, joined in the in- 
terceſſion. 

The ſecret inclination of Cotzwar ſeconded 
their wiſhes, and he condeſcended once 
more to demand the priſoner's intelligence; 
who gazed for a moment at his fair ad- 
vocates, but remained unaccountably filent. 
With increaſing earneſtneſs they then ad- 
jured him to accede to the requiſition of 
Cotzwar, and not incur the puniſhment he 


could ſo eafily avoid. The man turned | 


from them without anſwering, and the Coſ- 
lack ſoldiers were impatient to inflict the 
threatened chaſtiſement. On the other 
hand, Ulmeri and Phedora ſtill conjured 


the Commander to have mercy, and he (till 


wavered, not from compaſſion, but from an 
eager wiſh to be informed of the diſcovery 
F 3 : the 


\ 


diſcovered the plan of Mazeppa“ his He 
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the peaſant had propoſed to make : but the 


fury of his men was become ungovernable; 


and as he was upon the point of delivering 
up the unhappy Luthuanian to their anger, 
the poor fellow felt unable any further ty 
brave the ſavages, in whole hands his life was 
depoſited, and confeſſed to Cotzwar that a 
troop, of force much ſuperior to his, but 
whether of Ruſſians or Swedes he knew not, 
were in purſuit of his party ; and they had 
actually offered a reward to auy one whit 


ſhould diſcloſe the movements of the Coſ 


ſacks, and their exact route. 


Cotzwar changed colour at this unwel 


come intelligence, and ordered an immediate 


ſearch to be made for the other peaſant, wh: 
had fled the moment he had found himſel 
at liberty. His commands were obeyed wil 
alacrity ; for the Coſſacks forgot their anget 
to their chief, in the danger which equal) 
menaced them and him. Cotzwar ſuppole 
the purſuers to be Ruſſians, who having 
tman 

wen 


* Vide Hiſtory of Ruſſia. 
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were cutting off every ſuccour he was trying 
to procure for the King of Sweden; whilſt 
the followers of Cotzwar imagined they were 
beſet by a Swediſh regiment, who had re- 
ceived information that they were haſtening 
to the army of Prince Menzikoff. 


Their purſuit of the runaway peaſant was 
unſucceſsful, and they were obliged to renew 
their march without further delay, avoiding 
the town of Propoiſki, where they were cer- 
tain of being ſcen and betrayed ; and preſ- 
ſing forward to reach Zizerſk, before their 
purſuers could receive notice of their appear- 
ance there. Cotzwar meant to procure . 
forage and proviſions at this place ; and crof- 
ſing the river that flows to the eaſtward of 
it, ſtrike into the chain of mountains on the 
Ruſſian confines, where he could eaſily evade 
his enemies. The Luthuanian, who had 
given him the obliging hint upon which ke 
thus acted, was detained a cloſe priſoner, that 
he might-not confer the ſame kind of favour 
upon the adverſe party; and no repreſenta» 
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tions or entreaties on his part could nn 
him his enlargement. 


Ulmeri and Phedora had liſtened to his 
narrative with the . moſt eager emotion ;— 
they could not however, repent that their 
own perſuaſions had inclined him to give it, 
ſince his life moſt probably depended upon 
the diſcovery : they now became the prey 
to the moſt torturing ſuſpenſe, alternately 
giving way to the buoyant ſuggeſtions of 
Hope, and then ſinking into the liſtleſsneſs of 
dieſpair. Cotzwar ſaw through the excuſes 
they would fain have offered to retard his 
Progreſs, and but the more vehemently urged 
them forward. His waggons, which clogged. 
the ſpeed he wiſhed to make, he purpoſely 
ſunk into a moraſs, preſerving only the moſt 
valuable of his ſtores, with which he loaded 
his extra horſes ; and that the ſex of the cap- 
tives might not, through the information of 
any lurking ſpy, indicate him to his adver- 
ſaries, he compelled both them and Zareta 


to throw aſide their own habiliments, and 
» - aſſume 
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aſſume the dreſs of the Coſſack foldier.—In 
this diſguiſe they were obliged to ride like 


their conductors, . neceſſity teaching them to 


guide the horſe they would have been ſome 
time back fearful of approaching. Yet the 
evil ſtars of Zareta,. as uſual prevailed ; for 
in this forced exploit, ſhe was once thrown 


from her courſer, and drenched in a brook, | 


through which the was paſſing ; and at ano- 


ther time, loſt her equilibrium; and having 


been ſtrapped to the horſe by the ferocious 
Cotzwar, ſhe hung in an attitude ſo un- 
happy, that, whilſt it excited the boiſterous 
mirth of the ſavage Coſſacks, it could not 
fail to awaken the compaſſion of Ulmeri and 


Phedora ;. and at their interceſſion, ſhe was 
at length replaced perpendicularly upon the: 


ſaddle. 


The Commander was obliged, by a ſupe- 
nor regard for his own ſafety, to reject the 


petitions of his captives, who entreated at 
intervals, for the reſt he found it neceſſary to 


_ them. When they could no longer. 


E 3 ſuppor: 
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FRE If the gigas 0 cruelly impoſed upon 
them, Cotzwar announced that they were 
near Zizerſk, and the troop halted. A ſmall 
tent was haſtily pitched, and Ulmeri and her 
friend guarded with unuſual care; whilſt 
the Commander, and two or three choſen 
followers in whom he moſt confided, ſtole 
into the town to purchaſe proviſions enough 
to carry them through their n to the 
banks of the Deſna. 


Cotzwar left ſtrict winds with his men, 
that if he did not return within an appointed 
time, they ſhould preſs forward at every 
hazard; and ſtill preſerving the route he 
had marked out, endeavour to prove to their 
Hetman, his faithful attachment and zeal to 


- Execute his wiſhes : and that however un- 


fortunate, he had not been faulty. In that 
caſe, he left with a favoured Coflack, a 
Pledge o be delivered to Mazeppa, and 
quitted the troop, with a ſtrict injunction to 
obey his commands with reſpect to the cap- 
tives: but what theſe were, neither Phedora 

nor 
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nor Ulmeri could in the leaſt conjecture.— 
Every moment now became to them more 
critical than the laſt: two long hours 
rolled by, and Cotzwar returned not. His 
men, faithful to his directions, prepared to 
fly: every thing was in readineſs; each man 
held his horſe to be mounted at a fignal := 


another hour paſſed, and no commander 


appeared : his moſt confidential adherent 
then took the direction of the troop, and 
ordered each Coſſack to vault upon his 
ſaddle. The captives and Zareta, already 
half dead with fatigue, were compelled to 
accompany them, and in a ſhort time, they 
arrived at the weſtern bank of the river 
they were to paſs, preciſely at the diviſion 
of Meiſlaw and Rogazof : part of the latter 


country they were obliged to traverſe, before 


they could gain the mountains where Cotz- 
war had been almoſt certain of ſafety, had he 
been purſued by double his own number. 


Ulmeri and her companion had often 


looked behind them with a wiſtful eye, as 


F 6 they 
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they flew with conſtrained ſwiftneſs from 
their expected deliverers ; and the moment- 
ary check which the river gave to their pro- 


greſs, appeared a welcome reprieve. It was 


ſome time before a ford could be diſcovered ; 


without which, thoſe horſes heavily bur- 


thened, and the tunid women, could not be 
gotten over; but that no time might be loſt, 
whilſt they were ſecking for one, the leader of 
the troop cauſed the chief part of his fellow 
ſoldiers to ſwim over, leading their horſes by 
the bridle; they then aided the ſearch on the 
oppoſite bank, and were ready to ſet off 
without delay, when the fordable part of the 
ſtream ſhould be found. The captives put 
up prayers that they might be detained, and 
liſtened to every breath of air that ſwept the 
plain behind them, in the hope of a purſuit, 
At length the Coffacks called out, that they 
were ſucceſsful, and directed their tempo» 
rary Commander where to enter the river : 
he advanced towards the place, leading the 
horſe Ulmeri rode, whilſt two more ſoldiers 
conducted thoſe of Phedora and Zareta.— 
The 
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The tears then fell from the eyes of the fair 
Pole, as ſhe caſt. them back upon her com- 
panion, and Phedora hung her head 1n evi- 
dent diſappointment.” 


They croſſed the river without difficulty, 
and were diſpoſing themſelves to hurry” fors 
ward, when a company of Ruſſian horſe ſud- 
denly appeared, and intercepted their pro- 
greſs. The Coſſacks, concluding them to 
be friends, felt no alarm at their approach ; 
but their ſelf- conſtituted leader exclaimed, 


« We are betrayed!'“ and exhorted his 


companions to reſiſt thoſe whom he termed 
their foes. The Coffacks ſeized with a 
ſudden ſuſpicion of what had been the in- 
tentions of Cotzwar, were however deaf to 
bis inſidious advice, and haſtily rode towards 
the Ruſſians with ſigns of amity : but the 
oppoſite troop halted and unſheathed their 
abres. This motion convinted the confi- 
dant of Cotzwar that he had nothing to 
hope; and the pacific intentions of his 
countrymen, who leaped from their horſes, 
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and met them on foot to teſtify the ſincerity 
of their advances, plainly demonſtrated that 
he had every thing to fear. In a tranſport of 
rage and deſpair he therefore drew his piſtols 
from his belt, and firing one of them at the 
Ruſſians, lodged the contents of the other in 


his heart. 


| 

The firſt ſhot wounded the commander oi 
the Ruls troop, who not waiting to obſerve WM | 
the action that immediately followed ths WM , 
frantic outrage, returned the fire inſtantly, W +, 
and Ulmeri fell. : fi 


Phedora had been too . much agitated to 
diſtinguiſh the tranſaction, but ſhe inſtantly 
_ diſcerned the effects of it, and. threw herſelf I {© 

by the ſide of her ſenſeleſs friend, in an agony 

of grief and terror. She was ſurrounded in 
a moment by Ruſſian ſoldiers, whoſe anger 
and curiofity were both converted into con- 
cern, as the delicate mien of Ulmeri, and her 
long flaxen hair, which in. loſing her coffack 
cap, tell from its confinement, ſufficiently 
proclaimed 
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proclaimed her ſex; and in the aſpect, the 
voice and tears of Phedora it was equally 
viſible. In the diſtraction of her mind, ſhe 
preſſed the beloved ſiſter of Rectzizi to her 
boſom, as if jealous of the ſavage cruelty ot 
thoſe around her; and no entreaty could 
induce her to relinquiſh her: but at length 
a Coſſack, who had eagerly made his way 
to the captives, diſcovered that the blood 
flowed only from the arm of the fair Pole, 
who ſoon opened her eyes with a deep figh 
and gazed round her with a wild and terri- 
fied air. | 


Phedora, half doubting and half hoping 
her recovery, had now recollection enough 


to ſupplicate aſſiſtance ; and the Coſflack, 


who was no other than Zappayo, bound up 
ber wound with the aid of a Ruſſian officer, 
whoſe Captain then required the fame atten- 


tion. Two litters were formed by the ſol- 


diers, to convey the wounded to the neareſt 


village, to which Phedora walked by the fide 
| of 


* 
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of her friend, and Zappavo attended with 
the moſt aſſiduous and anxious concern. 


The body of the ſelf-murdered Coſſack 
was cut in pieces by his indignant comrades, 
who treated it with every mark of contempt, 
and left his ſcattered limbs to bleach in the 
froſt of the coming winter; for Zappavo 


informed them that he was the inſtrument 


appointed by Cotzwar to win them from 
their allegiance to the Czar,“ that they 
might join the Swede in the Ukraine, of 
which purpoſe Moretz and himſelf had re. 
ceived ſome intimation from the officers of 


another Coſſack regiment, who had, to a 


man, quitted the ſtandard of Mazeppa, on 
learning the ſervice they were expected to 
engage in. The rage of the men was then 
directed againſt Cotzwar, for whom they 
vehemently inquired, and found that he was 


in the cuſtody of the Ruſſians at Zizerk, 
where he had been unexpectedly recognized 
by 2234 ah whom he had wounded for pre- 

ſuming 


vide Hiſtory of Ruſſia &. 
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ſuming to ſeize him as an accomplice, in the 
treachery of the Hetman ; and, on the ar- 
rival of the remnant of his Coſſack followers 
in that town, it was intended that he ſhould 
ſuffer in their preſence the death he de- 
ſerved, for having traiterouſly endeavoured 
to ſeduce them from their duty, 
7 

The wound of Ulmeri was on the next 
day examined by a Ruſſian ſurgeon, and 
pronounced not in the leaſt dangerous: ſhe 
had fainted from terror, and was now weak 
from loſs of blood ; but the officer was more 
ſeriouſly hurt, and continued for ſome time 
in a ſtate ſo dreadful, that Ulmeri, accom- 
panied by Phedora, was removed to Zizerſk 


before his recovery could be aſcertained. * : * 


Zappavo bad devoted himſelf to the fair 
captives with the utmoſt aſſiduity, and now 
eſcorted them to Zizerſk, where Moretz was 
yet confined from the effects of Cotzwar's 
malicious fury. He exerted himſelf how- 
ever, to welcome the fair Pole his fellow ſuf- 

5 fererer; 
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ferer ; and in her preſence, gave directions 
for her accommodation with an air of fuch 
decided authority, that ſhe was both ſhocked 
and alarmed at it. Phedora had obſerved 
a ſomething in the conduct of Zappavo 
equally incomprehenſible ; for though it was 
marked with reſpect, his attentions had effec- 


tually excluded thole of every other perſon, 


who ſeemed to compaſſionate the friendle( 
ſituation of herſelf and her companion.— 
They conferred together upon this unplea- 
fing ſubject, but without venturing to com- 
municate their mutual fears to each other, 
and reſolved to demand an explanation of 


Zappavo, whom they much preferred to his 
friend; but as they both equally dreaded 


the reſult, the taſk was put off to a future 
moment, 


The Ruſſian officer meantime, who la- 
mented the injury he had ſo unintentionally 
done to Ulmeri, ſent daily to inquire if her 
health were re-eſtabliſhed. Zappavo ſeldom 


permitted the emiſſary to converſe with the 
ELD fair 


n 
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fair Pole, who imagined herſelf indebted to 


the inſtructions of Moretz for this reſtraint. 


But it happened that the meſſenger of the 
wounded Ruſs called one morning when the 
young Coflacks were both compelled to at- 
tend the examination of Cotzwar; and 
Zareta, who ſtill retained her office of attend- 
ing the captives, admitted him to their pre- 
ſence for a {mall bribe. 


The fituation of Ulmeri and Phedora was 


now become extremely irkſome to them ; 
and after ſome converation with the Ruſ- 
ſian, they intimated to him an earneſt with 
to be placed under the protection of ſome 
perſon of their own ſex, until they could fend 
to Moſcow, and obtain the guardianſhip of 


their natural friends. Phedora ſighed as her 


companion uttered this laſt ſentence, from 
the reflection that ſhe was deſtitute of any 
of thoſe dear ties which blunt the edge of 


misfortune, and ſoften the ſorrows of the 


wretched. 


The 
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The Ruſſian, who was an officer, though 
of inferior rank, appeared embarraſſed for an 
anſwer, and at length inquired if either cap- 
tive ever mentioned the ſame wiſh to Zap- 


pavo. 


« No,” replied Ulmeri, . becauſe we 
imagined he had not, as a ſtranger, the power 
of granting our requeſt, however his inclina- 
tion might lead him to oblige us ; for we 
wiſh to be recommended to a Ruſſian lady.” 

« Alas!” returned the gallant Ruſs, he 


and the Coſſack Moretz poſſeſs a power 


which every one muſt envy them.“ 
* What mean you?“ aſked Phedora, with 


eager trepidation. 
„Do you not know,” es he, in ſome 


ſurpriſe, © that as a reward for diſcovering 


part of the conſpiracy of Mazeppa, they 
claimed the fair captives of Cotawar, and an 
advancement of rank in the Coflack regi- 


ment now at Moſcow ?” 
Mere theſe confiderations complied 


with?“ ſaid Ulmer, turning pale. The 


officer 
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officer looked aſſent, but he could not pre- 
yail upon himſelf to utter a ſentence of ſuch 
painful import. 

S<<— 

Phedora now appeared the image of deſ- 
pair, and Ulmeri was unable to afford her 
any conſolation, till ſuddenly collecting a 
ray of comfort from the miſerable intelligence 
ſhe had received, ſhe inquired if the Coſſacks 
were going to Moſcow. The Ruſs replied 
that they aſſuredly were. 

Then my father,” ſhe exclaimed, “ will 
ranfom me, and you likewiſe, my beloyed 
Phedora — fear not.” 


Phedora ſhook her head mournfully; and 
the officer, ſaying he hoped it would be ſo, 
was now compelled by the importunities of 
Zareta, to depart, leſt her new maſters ſhould 
conceive, from this early inſtance of her com- 
plaiſance, an unfavourable opinion of her 
zeal for their intereſts, if they diſcoveged at 
their return, the Ruſs converſing with her 
charge. 

When 
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When he was gone, Ulmeri flew to the 
arms of her friend, and indulged a paſſionate 
burſt of tears, in which Phedora joined, with- 
out the power of uttering a ſyllable. In 
ſpite of the ſanguine temper of youthful 
hopes, which ſeldom ſuffer us much to fear 
what we do not wiſh, they could not but be 
ſenſible of the extreme probability there 
might be, that the Count and Counteſs 

/Reftzizyhad quitted Moſcow ; and in that 
= caſe, their anxious minds pictured to them a 
- ſeries of miſery, from which they beheld no 


. poſtbility of eſcape 


= 4 ry = 
— 


CHAP. 


— 


HE DORA. 119 51 


—__— ____ 
CHAP. IV. "| 

— .  — 
6 *Tis he himſelf, himſelf ! By holy friendſhip ! a 


« Oh my ſiſter fl 
« I've not beheld thy face theſe many days! 


Brrokk Moretz was ſufficiently re- 
covered to travel, the winter ſeaſon ſet in 
with its uſual ſeverity, and detained the Col- 
ſacks till the ſnow was hard enough to enable 
them to journey in ſledges for the conve- 
nience of the captives, who were not, like i 
themſelves, hardy enough to brave the fa- ; 9 
tigue of riding on horſeback, or the rigour 1 
of the weather, which was rather meliorated 1 
in a covered ſledge. | 1 


2 * 
HE 


| 7 
In the interval, Ulmeri was tormented | 
wth the diſcovery of the fatal prepoſſeſſion | | 
with which ſhe had "inſpired the Coflack J 


Moretz, whoſe property ſhe was now be- = 
come: 1 
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come : his figure was not diſguſting, but his 
manners were harſh and imperious, and his 
countenance cloſe, dark, and ferocious : his 
brows were full, and nearly met each other, 


and an habitual and increaſing lower aided Wi 
the contact: his darling paſſion was war and pl 
conflict, and his moſt pleaſing paſtime rob- th 
bery and plunder. Such was the lover of Wh 
the gentle Ulmeri, who trembled at his ap- Mey 
_ proach, and ſickened with horror whenever Whi 
he affected to aſſume a ſofter mien. Phedora, In 
who had been claimed by Zappavo, was leſs In 
pitiably fituated : for this young Coſſack Noe 
was lively, open, and generous ; and the at- Wy: 
tachment he experienced for his beautiful Hui 
captive rendered his _ pliant and en- po 
gaging: wh 


Both Moretz and his friend, like all the Mah 
civilized Coſſacks of the Ukraine, were Nun 
Chriſtians of the Greek communion: but In 
their religion partook of the idolatry of their Wot! 
forefathers; and the mixture, inſtead of pu- 
rifying the one, only degraded the other ;— - 

whilſt 


3 
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whilſt their Ignorance of the tenets they pro- 
fefſed to embrace, was as profound as any 
Jeſuit could have wiſhed it in a diſciple of 


Rome. Equally proud and enamoured of 


the fair prizes the ill · fortune of Cotzwar had 
placed in their power, they meant to marry 
their captives upon their arrival at Moſcow, 
the more effectually to ſecure them for their 
own ; for Moretz knew.that Ulmeri was of 
high birth, and a mandate from the Czar 
might oblige him to reſign her for an aſſigned 
ranſom : and though this did not appear to 
be the caſe with reſpect to Phedora, Zappavo 
was jealous, leſt ſhe ſhould be demanded of 
him as a preſent, by ſome noble ſo high in 
power, that it would be dangerous to refuſe, 
what though compulſively obtained, was 
nvariably termed a gift.“ The transfer of 
abandſome ſlave or captive was by no means 


uncommon ; but a wife was not to be de- 


manded on the one fide, or preſented on the 
(ther, 


VOL, 11. G Whilſt 


vide Manners and Cuſtoms of Ruſſiaw 
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Whilſt the Coſſacks waited with impa- 
tience for the moment in which they could 
ſafely begin their intended journey, Cotzwar 
remained in confinement, where every art was 
made uſe of to induce him to a full confeſ- 
ſion of Mazeppa's plan; but nothing of 
importance could be extorted from him.— 
He acknowledged that he had been much 
diſappointed, in not being able to allure fire 
hundred of his countrymen to accompany 
him to Bathutin, which he had promiſed the 
Hetman, who fully relied upon him to fulfil 
the covenant ; and that his failure had obli- 
ged him to endeavour to procure ſome beau- 
tiful female captives as a peace-offering to 
the chief. 


Cotzwar was at length broken on the 
wheel; and Moretz, though yet : feeble 
from his recent confinement, braved the 
pelting of the ſnow, and the preſſure of the 
crowd, to behold the- dreadful puniſhment 
of the man who had offended him. Hz 


perſuaſions would have induced Zappavo 
mol 
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moſt probably to have accompanied him to 
this ſhocking ſpectacle, had he not been re- 
ſtrained by the fear-of diſguſting Phedora, 
who could not wholly ſuppreſs the horror ſhe 
conceived, on obſerving the barbarous avi- 
dity of his friend, to contemplate the tor- 
tures of the unhappy Cotzwar. 


Ulmeri diſdained to manifeſt any diſap- 
probation of the conduct of Moretz, becauſe 
ſhe was conſcious that if it had been worthy 
of praiſe, ſhe ſhould not have commended 
it: each moment added to the averſion ſhe 
entertained againſt him, as each moment 


produced new inſtances of his unpleaſing 


qualities. Zappavo, who had hitherto ad- 
mired him for his ardent courage, and the 
fortitude with which he had borne the moſt 
deſperate reverſes, was now no longer blind 
to his faults : the evident diſtaſte of the fair 
friends, whoſe good opinion he was eager to 
obtain, firſt pointed them out to him, and 
he was aſtoniſhed that prepoſſeſſion 

ſo long have veiled them f- 
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ledge. From childhood, hunting and war 
had been the only ſtudies and occupation of 
Zappavo. In both theſe Moretz had been 
his inſtructor ; and to uſe the broad ſword 
with dexterity, and fire with an exact aim, 


were the height of his ſcience. The im- 


provements which the Czar was rapidly mak- 
ing, when he had laſt been at Moſcow, had 
moved both his wonder and his ſcorn ; nor 
could he comprehend how it was poſſible that 
the introduction of the arts, and the im- 
provement of general attainments, ſhould 
ſtrengthen a power, which as a warrior, he 
imagined force alone could uphold : but 
now he would fain have been a diſciple to 
thoſe arts he had formerly condemned as 
effeminate and uſeleſs; for he felt his own 
deficiency, and love gave him to know how 
ſtrong that empire is, which is exerted over 
the mind. | 


| Moretz murmured at the coldneſs with 
which Ulmeri repaid his attachment; and 
__ . --mroached her with rough bru- 

2 tality, 
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tality, for acknowledging ſo ill the hazard he 
had run to extricate her from the power of 
Cotzwar. Unmoved at his diſcontent as at 
his ſolicitations, ſhe deſired him, in his mo- 
ments of wrath, to commit her to the pro- 
tection of her parents, who would repay him 
for thoſe dangers, if he would eſtimate them 
in money. Motetz then affirmed, in a fit of 
rage, that when once the was paſt the con- 
fines of Luthuania, ſhe ſhould never ſee it 
more ; and ſhe muſt then abandon the hope 
of being ranſomed by thoſe ſhe W 
proper to prefer to him. 


In ſpeaking thus, he was not aware that 
in taking his captive to Moſcow, he was 
probably placing her in the arms of thoſe 
parents from whom he intended to remove 
her; and Ulmeri was careful not to inform 

| 


him of a circumſtance on which her only _ | 
hope reſted, | | 


After waiting a month at Zizerſk for a 
confirmed froſt, Zappavo and his companion 
G 3 prepared 
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prepared for their near departure. Phedorz 
hurried thus from place to place, driven to 
and fro by every unſettled gueſt of capricious 
fortune, and ſtill extremely doubtful of her 
fate, could only look up to the compaſſion 
of the worthy family of Rectzizi for ſuccour, 
when ſhe reached the capital of Ruſſia.— 
Their former beneficence and goodneſs, and 
the tender affection their daughter profeſſed 
for her fellow captive, induced her to hope 
that they would ſtill intereſt themſelves in 
her deſtiny, ſhould her ſituation and that of 
Ulmeri, by any ſingular good-fortune, be 
diſcloſed to them. 


The Ruſſian officer, whom the accom» 
plice of Cotzwar had wounded, was now 
perfectly recovered ; and, finding that the 
Coſſacks were on the point of leaving 
Zizerſk, was very deſirous of receiving per- 
ſonal forgiveneſs of Ulmeri before ſhe quitted 


it, for the unintentional wrong he had done 


her. After much interceſſion, Moretz was 
prevailed 


| 
| 
{ 
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prevailed upon to grant the requeſt he made 
to ſee her for this purpoſe. 


The interview was ſhort ; yet the Ruſſian 
contrived to put a billet into her hand du- 
ring his momentary viſit, which Ulmert, 
more than half doubtful whether ſhe ought 
to have received, had nearly betrayed to the 
Coflack : her earneſt deſire however, to 
regain her liberty, determined her to it; and 
the rough, yet honeſt countenance of the 
Ruſs, brightened at the ſucceſs of his little 
manceuvre, | 


When Ulmer: found herſelf ſecure from 
obſervation, ſhe communicated the circum- 
ſtance to her friend, and opened the billet 
in her preſence. It contained profeſſions of 
ſorrow for what had paſſed, and very zealous 
offers of ſervice in any way compatible with 
the writer's duty as a ſoldier : to prove the 
ſincerity of which, he had, he ſaid, ſent to 
his family at Moſcow, by a brother officer 
who was journeying thither, deſiring them 

— 4 to 


128 PHE DORA. 


to diſcover and ſerve, if poſſible, two young 
captives, who would be thortly there, ac. 
companied by two Coflacks, whole names he 
mentioned. 


The Ruſhan then proceeded to inform 
Ulmeri where his family were to be found 
in Moſcow, that ſhe might profit by the 
direction, ſhould her good genius preſide 
over the eſcape which he undetſtood ſhe ar- 
dently wiſhed to accomplith ; and particu- 
larly, he indicated the general habitation of 
his brother, when he reſided at the capital, 
Thus far Phedora and Ulmer: had read with 
mutual pleaſure ; but the blood for:ook the 
cheeks of the former, and the paper trembled 
in her hand, when ſhe perceived the follow- 
ing words :—* Captain Matheowitz, of the 
Petrowna frigate, lodging in the quarter of 
the Kremlin,“ oppoſite to the new military 
magazine.” Ulmeri, who bad forgotten the 
name of Matheowitz, which Phedora had 
only once mentioned in her narrative, was 

ſurpriſed 
The palace of the Czars, | 
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lurpriſed at the emotion ſhe exhibited; but 
when ſhe received the explanation ſhe aſked 
for, in ſpite of the anxiety of her friend, and 


the uncertainty of her own fate, a ſudden fit 


of mirth ſeized her, on recollecting the be- 
trothment at which Phedora had been fo 
unwillingly a principal performer. The fair 
bride ele& waited with a very grave face, 
till the effuſion was nearly paſt, and then 
with a dolorous voice, lamented that this 
circumſtance muſt prevent her from taking 
advantage of a recommendation given with 
an intention ſo kind, | 


Ulmer found all her own gravity return, 
on obſerving that of her companion, whom 
ſhe confoled with the 1dea that they ſhould 
not, either of them, be compelled to apply 


to Captain Matheowitz or his family, fince 


ſhe would not give up the hope that they 


might find refuge in the arms of her parents. 


On the following day they left Zizerſk, 


and took the road to Smolenſko, through 
"0s Vhich 
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- which they were obliged to paſs, as the more 
direct way to Moſcow was now a wild and 
deſolate waſte of ſnow, without a ſingle guide 
to point out the path to the venturous wan- 
derer. The Coſſacks had provided an abun- 
dance of furs for their captives, who trem- 
bled however, at the idea of travelling many 
hundred miles in a ſeaſon ſo rigorous. The 
ſledges in which they were to perform the 
journey, were ſhut up very cloſe to exclude 
the froſt, and drawn by horſes peculiarly 
ſhod, ſo as to trot with ſwiftneſs and ſafety 
over the beaten ſnow, now become harder 
than the iron drawn from the Siberian mines. 


They proceeded the firſt day about ſixty 
verſts; and as Phedora and her friend were 
then half periſhed with the exceſſive cold, 
they were allowed by their conductors, to 
remain a few hours at a little hut on the road, 


where the horſes were baited ; and though 


it could not furniſh proviſions for the tra- 


yeller who chanced to ſtop there, yet they 
found 


- 
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found ſome women and a man cluſtered 
round a ſtove, the comfortable warmth of 
which conſoled them for the want of good 
cheer. The poor people very readily ad- 
mitted Ulmeri, Phedora, and Zareta, into 
the circle, who did not feel in the leaſt diſ- 
poled to cavil for precedence, but accepted, 
with thankful gratitude, the participation of 
the only benefit their hoſts could beſtow upon 
them. 


Reluctantly they left the place when 
Moretz called upon them to proceed ; and 
ſhivering beneath the load of furs that en- 
yeloped them, wiſhed themſelves till in the 
miſerable cottage they had quitted. 


They carried with them of neceſſity, pro- 
viſions enough to laſt to Smolenſko, where 
the Coſſacks were eager to arrive, from an 
apprehenſion of falling into the hands of 
ſome Swedes, who had been driven from a a 
poſt they had occupied in Rogazof, and were 
endeavouring to make the beſt of their way 

G 6 to 
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to Meiſlaw, which was ſtill in the poſſeſſion 
of their party. They had been informed of 
«this circumſtance at the laſt inn, if the 
wretched place might be ſo called, at which 
they had ſtopped a few moments to refreſh 
their horſes. Zappavo dreaded equally with 
| Moretz meeting with this wandering party; 
but when he beheld Phedora almoſt mo- 
tionleſs, and more than half frozen, he could 
not urge her to re-enter the ſledge, and quit 
the cheering warmth ſhe had crept to with 


ſuch delight. 


He diſapproved the ſtern impetuoſity of 

Moretz, but expreſſed it only in ſilence, un- 
leſs the fair friends appealed to his interfe- | 
rence, which ſometimes happened : their 
ſmiles then conſoled him for the rough ridi- i 
cule of his companion, who ſcorned to be  « 
v 


mollified by entreaty. 


Zareta was now become obſequious and a; 
. obliging, and dropped the thwarting tone of 


authority ſhe had formerly aſſumed, to that 
of 


of perpetual lamentation at the cruelty of 
Moretz, who indeed appeared, by his con- 
duct, to think that the unhappy Zareta was 
of a ſpecies even beneath the animals that 
drew his ſledge. Ulmeri and Phedora for- 
got the diſguſt they had conceived againſt 
her, in pity for her ſufferings; and their 
kindneſs ſeemed to make ſome ſlender im- 
preſſion on the mind of the antiquated 
Coſſack. 


At length the party arrived at Smolenſko 
without accident, where they remained only 
a few hours, and then went forward on the 
road to Moſcow. They now found the way 
well beaten, and marked out by rows of firs,* 
which had been lately placed on each fide of 
it for that purpoſe. Their forky branches, 


ornamented with pendant icicles, and co- 


vered with frozen ſnow in a variety of fan- 


taſtic ſhapes, were infinitely pictureſque and 


amufing. But Zareta could find nothing 
pleaſing in the fight : the cold was now be- 
Come 

* Vide Ruſſian Hiſtory, g ö 


— 


— 


s - ——— - = 5 —— = — 9 
, diſt = — | . TT — 
8 
"I N 
* 4 2 r „ 14„ͤ„4„„%„ EESSs — 3 
> * * - — — — 5 
% 


_— 


- — 
_ — - 
- — w—_ —_—— ww 
_ 


— 1 — wer woer—w wo atten rw a 4 


F\ 
N | 


134 PHEDORA, 
come more intenſe than ever, and, in a fit of 
anger and pain, ſhe very unadviſedly began 
practiſing the uſual expedient of weeping ; 
when to complete her diſtreſs, the tears that 
had trickled into the furrows of her checks, 
enamoured of their ab de, gave up their 
liquid ſubflance to retain their ſtation, and 


inſtantly becoming ice, were not to be re- 


moved. The ſtiffened muſcles could no 


longer be forced from the form they had 


exhibited in the firſt effuſions of her anguiſh, 
nor could either rage or terror diveſt them of 


their repining expreſſion : no remedy how- 


ever, was to be obtained, until the ſledges 
reached one of the huts on the road fide, 
which were always furniſhed with a ſtove, 


burning night and day. 


Zareta meantime, remained in a ſituation 
fo extraordinary, that her companions forgot 
their own grievances, to ſurvey her with 
wonder and aſtoniſhment :' a burſt of con- 
vulſive mirth ſucceeded the ſhort examina- 
tion; and Zareta, exceedingly offended at 
| this 
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this expreſſion of involuntary delight, after 
a few vehement but ineffectual ſtruggles to 
articulate, broke into a freſh flow of tears, 
which like traitors as they were, joined their 
apoſtate fellows, and added new force to the 
bonds with which they had already ſubju- 
gated the parent ſoil. 


When ſhe had ſuffered in this ridiculous 
but unhappy ſtate about half an hour, the 
ſledge arrived at a baiting place, where ſhe 
was given to the care of the women who 
were found there; and whilſt the Coſſacks 
were buſied about one of the horſes, which 
appeared very lame, Phedora and Ulmeri 
crept to the ſtove. A Ruſſian ſoldier» lay 
near it; but as he ſeemed to be ſleeping, 
and was not likely to moleſt them, they 
would not relinquiſh a fituation they found 
very comfortable, merely from his accidental 
neighbourhood, and continued to converſe 
ina low voice. In a few moments the man 


awoke, and ſtarting up, gave to the aſto 
niſhed 
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Ivan Leuhaupt. 


Her firſt impulſe was to ſpring towards 


him, and make herfelf known; but an 1n- 
ſtantaneous recollection of her preſent un- 
fortunate ſubjection to Zappavo, and the 
well remembered impetuoſity of her adopted 
brother, who might vainly endeavour to 
tear her from him by force, checked the 


emotion. She was ſtill habited in the Coſ- 


ſack dreſs, as well as her companion; for 
their own habiliments had been pillaged 
amongſt the effects of Cotzwar ; and this 
diſguiſe ſecured them from the ſtrict ſcrutiny 
of Ivan, who glancing his eyes towards 
them, and obſerving what they ſeemed to 


be, was not deſirous of any communication 


Phedora informed Ulmer in a whiſper, 


_ of the diſcovery ſhe had made ; and the fair 


Pole, © conceiving ſtrong hopes of deliverance 
from a circumſtance ſo apparently favour- 


able, 
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able, inſiſted that ſhe ſhould make herſelf 


known to young Leuhaupt. Phedora how- 
ever, {till heſitated, terrified by the recollec- 
ted paſſion of Ivan, of which ſhe feared he 
would give ſuch indiſcreet demonſtrations, 
as to attract the attention of Zareta and the 
women, who were employed about her, and 
that they would conſequently alarm the 


Coflacks. 


To obviate this objection, Ulmeri under- 
took to prepare him for the meeting, by ad- 
drefling him fingly, and hinting to him his 
vicinity to Phedora, entreat him to act cau- 
tiouſly, for the ſake of thoſe he moſt loved. 
Her heart beat with apprehenfion as Ulmeri 
accoſted him, and all her fears were con- 
firmed, when the next moment he ex- 
claimed with an impaſſioned voice, Where, 
where is the ?” Ulmer implored him to be 
more guarded ; and pointing to her friend, 
turned to obſerve if the women appeared to 
have heard the exclamation, or were attend- 
ing to the ſcene that followed: but nothing 
* could 
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could diſſipate the ſtupidity that poſſeſſed 
them, and ſcarcely any ſound could ſo far act 
upon the ſmall ſhare of curioſity nature 
ſeemed to have given them, as to induce 
them to raiſe their heads to diſcover what 
it proceeded from. 


But the tranſports of Ivan, though unno- 
ticed by them, had ſoon a witneſs more ob- 
ſervant; for whilſt Phedora was ſtill in his 
arms, Moretz entered the hut; and not giv- 
ing himſelf time to diſtinguiſh which of the 
captives the ſtranger was embracing with 
ſuch tenderneſs, he darted towards him, and 
aimed a blow at his head with his ſheathed 
fabre : a loud ſcream, which terror extorted 
from Ulmeri, induced young Leuhaupt to 
turn round, in time to avoid the ſtroke, and 
he repelled the attack with a fury that 
equalled that of his aſſailant. 


The conflict though ſhort, was violent, 
and would have proved fatal to Ivan, had not 
Zappavo been alarmed at the uproar it oc- 

4 caſioned, 
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caſioned, and flown to the ſpot. As he 
entered, Phedora obſerved the treacherous 
Moretz drawing a piſtol from his belt, and, 
animated with the deſire of preſerving the 
life of Ivan, ſhe exclaimed, “Save my bro- 
ther!“ Zappavo inſtantly haſtened to reſcue 
him, and wreſted the piſtol from the hand of 
his companion: his finger had however, 
already touched the trigger, though the et- 
fort of Zappavo made the bullet fly wide of 
its intended mark, 


The rage of Moretz now knew no bounds ; 
yet he had not any other inſtrument of miſ- 
chief near him which he could uſe with ſuch 
fatal expedition, and both Zappava and Ivan 
watched him too narrowly to ſuffer him to 
employ his ſabre with effect, Diſappointed 
thus of the gratification of his fury, he with- 
drew in haſte, reſolving to aſſociate no longer 
with Zappavo, who had fided with his 
enemy ; and was equally determined to tear 
Ulmer from her friend, 


When 
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When he had quitted the hut, Zappavo, 
with an uneaſy and doubting air, demanded 
the cauſe of the fray ; but Ivan, extremely 
diffatisfied with the tone of authority he 
appeared to aſſume, and angry at the evident 
apprehenſions of Phedora concerning the 
opinion he ſhould. form, remained indig- 
nantly filent. The young Coſſack repeated 
the queſtion, and ſhe heſitated for a reply; 
for now that the immediate danger of young 
Leuhaupt was paſſed, ſhe found herſelf un- 
equal to the taſk of confirming the involun« 
rary falſehood her terror had extorted from 
her. Ulmer trembled for the event her per- 


ſuaſions had induced Phedora to riſk ; and NU 
taking the hint ſhe had thrown out during th 
the frantic attack of Moretz, anſwered the ¶ & 


reiterated inquiries of Zappavo, by telling Ml 
him, that his Coſſack companion had been ¶ de 
diſpleaſed, becauſe the Ruſs ſoldier had re- fo 
cognized his ſiſter in her friend. ad 


This explanation, which, by the flence of Nin 
Phedora, ſhe appeared to corroborate, was I Ph 
| highly 
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highly diſpleaſing to Ivan, who was defirous 
of learning why there was a neceflity for 
deceiving the Coſſack into a belief of it: if 
it was, as he ſuſpected, to remove any jea- 
louſy the ſtranger might entertain, his be- 
loved Rubenſki thus tacitly acknowledged 
his title to her excluſive regard and affection. 


This thought raiſed a whirlwind in the 
mind of young Leuhaupt, who was on the 
point of requiring in his turn, the meaning 
of what now paſſed, and wherefore Phedora 
had quitted the protection of his family, 
when Moretz re-entered, and commanded 
Ulmeri to follow him. The fair friends were 
thunderſtruck at the import of this cruel | 
ſentence, and for a moment an univerſal Kit! 
flence prevailed. The ferocious Moretz was 
delighted at the conſternation he had occa- 
honed ; and to reader it more complete, 
advanced towards his ſhrinking captive, to . 
drag her away. She looked at Zappavo with 


(Wa interceding countenance, and .that of 
* Wl fhedora ſeconding the petition, he inquired 0 
b why | | 
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why the women could not travel together as 


before. 


] am in haſte to reach Moſcow,” an- 
ſwered the 1 Moretz, cc and ſhall not 


loiter on the roa ; 
« Let me but a accompany her,“ faid Phe- 


dora eagerly, and I will travel with what 
ſpeed you defire to uſe, nor once murmur, 


though I die by the way!“ 


An immediate and rough refuſal was all 
the repla ſhe obtained. Zappavo ſaw the 
diſtreſs ſhe ſuffered, and could not forbear 
expoſtulating with his countryman upon the 


capricious cruelty of his reſolution, 


I interfere not with your conduct to 
your captive,” returned the gloomy Coſſack; 
leave me the ſame liberty of acting.“ 


This reply ended all the doubts of Ivan, 
who turning to Phedora, aſked her with a 


trembling, voice, if ſhe were indeed a captive! 
2 A 
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A deep ſigh too plainly ſpoke in the affirma- 
tive, and confirmed the deſpair which now 
ſeized upon the mind of young Leuhaupt, 
who could no longer liſten to what paſſed ; 
but attending only to the frantic grief that 
poſſeſſed him, now thought of reſcuing her 
by force from the power of Zap;.avo, and 
now meditated to put an end to the miſery 
this diſcovery gave him, by provoking 
Moretz to exccute his murderous intention, 


Ulmer perceived that it would be in vain 
to ſupplicate or expoſtulate with a vretch, in 
whoſe nature compaſſion and kindneſs had 
never any ſhare ; ſhe therefore forbore any 
entreaty: but the tender affection with 
which ſhe regarded Phedora, and the reflec- 
tion of her own unhappy lot, in becoming the 
property of a ſavage ſo deteſtable, ſunk her 
ſpirits to a degree of dejection, that would 
have moved any other but Moretz to relent. 
He ceaſed not imperiouſly to urge her obe- 
dience ; and was preparing to force her 
Way, when Phedora, wringing her hands, 
and 
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and throwing herſelf on her knees before 
him, beſought him not to part her from her 

beloved friend: but he diſregarded her 
prayers ; and preventing the embrace Ulmeri 
ſtooped to give her, rudely carried her off, 
in ſpite of the almoſt involuntary reſiſtance 
ſhe made. 


Zareta, who had hitherto looked on in 
filence, enjoying a diſtreſs which fo well re- 
venged the recent affront ſhe had ſuffered, 

now uttered an ejaculation of delight, that 
Moretz had not required her attendance, 


Zappavo was diſguſted with the conduct 
of his countryman, and ſtill more diſſatisfied 
with that of Ivan, whoſe equivocal ſilence 
irritated the ſuſpicions he had formed, of the 
falſehood of that fraternity he ſo ill ſuſtained 


the appearance of. As the brother of Phe- MW © 
dora, he would have welcomed him with tre 
zealous regard; but, as a man who aſpired IM th 
to rob him of her, he found that he could ſu1 


have treated him with all the rage and fury Co 
of | 
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of Moretz, though without his treacherous 
malice: deſirous of obſerving the conduct 
of each, he remained ſilent, regarding them 
with attention. Phedora was abſorbed in 
ſorrow, and ſeemed not to heed the violent 
emotions that agitated the unhappy Ivan, 
who careleſs of the preſence of the Coſ- 
lack, alternately fixed his eyes upon her with 
an expreſſion of anguiſ1 and deſpondency, 
and then ſtriking his forehead with vehe- 
mence, raiſed them to Heaven in deſpair. 


Zappavo, convinced that his ſuſpicions 
had been well-founded, haſtened to remove 
from him tlie object of his love, and beckon- 
ing to Zareta to follow, advanced to Phedora 
to conduct her to the ſledge. This drew 
her from her reverie, and ſhe turned towards 
Ivan to bid him adieu: but ſtruck by the 
diſtraction his looks expreſſed, the ſarcwell 
trembled on her tongue, and he heard it not: 
the compaſſion however, with which ſhe 
ſurveyed him, was diſpleaſing to the jealous 
Coflack, who with a fierceneſs ſhe had 
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never before ſeen him aſſume, ſeized her 
arm to lead her away. The action alarmed 
the frantic Ivan ; he darted between them, 
and with conſiderable violence, forced Zap- 
pavo to relinquiſh her: but the Coſſack did 
not tamely ſubmit to the inſult ; and retort. 
ing it with the ſtroke of a pole he held in his 
hand, Ivan fell to the ground, completely 
ſtunned by the blow. 


— — Des — 


Phedora imagined that he was mortally 
hurt; and the recollection of the youthful 
friendſhip they had cheriſhed for each other, 
and the invariable and ſteady attachment he 
had ever diſplayed for her, ruſhed at once 
upon her ſoftened heart, and ſhe became 
inſenſible to the anguiſh that overwhelmed 
her. Zappavo then carried her to the ledge, 
not wholly diſpleaſed at a circumſtance that 
ſaved him for the preſent both from her 
reproaches and entreaties : his cares and 
thoſe of Zareta, ſoon reſtored her to recol- 
lection; but it was renewed to her only to 

wound him, by an earneſt and mournful 


inquiry 
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inquiry for the unhappy Ivan. Zappavo 
anſwered not ; and her Coflack attendant, 
whoſe reſentment was not yet mollified, diſ- 
dained to ſatisfy her importunity. 


Phedora then imagining he was dead, 
cealed her unwelcome queſtions, and ſighing 
deeply, wrapped her face in the furs that 
covered her, and lamented his unhappy deſ- 
tiny: neither the voice nor the careſſes of 
Ulmeri could now ſoothe her grief, and this 
was another ſource of affliction, 


No one of the party broke the ſullen 
flence, till Zareta, feeling exceſſively in- 
cined to apply for amuſement to the eat- 
ables with which the ſledge was furniſhed, 
wakened the attention of Zappavo by the 
novements ſhe made : he then offered ſome 
efreſnment to Phedora, but ſhe put it from 
er without ſpeaking, and he was alarmed 
xt ſhe ſhould injure her health by refuſing 
. His anger gave way to apprehenſion the 
noment he conceived this idea; and to 
H 2 induce 
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induce her to take the nouriſhment which 
was in fact abſolutely neceſſary to expel the 
cold, he informed her that the Ruls, for ſuch 
he ſuppoſed Ivan to be, was very lightly 
hurt. She looked at him with ſome doubt 
of his ſincerity ; and» to confirm the truth 
of his intelligence, he atteſted it by all the 
ſaints. This oath, which ſhe knew to be a M1 
ſolemn one amongſt the Coſſacks, enforced f 
her belief; and at his repeated entreatics, Ml / 
ſhe ate what he gave her. ; t 


This meal appeared to Phedora ſolitag gu 
and wretched from the abſence of her friend Mc: 
and ſhe aſked Zappavo if Moretz would 
carry his cruelty ſo far as to keep them from 
the fociety of each other, when they arrive 


at Moſcow. He could not anſwer the quel pl: 
tion with poſitiveneſs, but very readily proj ter 
miſed-to ſeek him out, and induce him t 
allow M their intercourſe, ſince they ha te: 

mutually conceived a regard ſo tender. |: 
return for this indulgence, however, 2a ] 
ſen 


..pavo plainly intimated that ſhe muſt give 
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all hope of again beholding Ivan, and plight 


her faith to him immediately on their reach- 


ing Moſcow. 


Phedora made no reply; but her manner 


ſufficiently demonſtrated, that much as ſhe 
loved Ulmeri, ſhe thought the ſacrifice by 
which ſhe muſt obtain her ſociety, too pain- 
ful to be ſubmitted to. The jealous love of 
Zappavo enabled him to make this obſerva- 
tion, and his brow became again clouded 
with diſpleaſure; he inwardly curſed the 


unlucky meeting of the Ruſs ſoldier and his 
captive, and no longer thought the conduct 


of Moretz fo highly worthy of blame: yet 
it was not in his nature to treat Phedora with 
the rough brutality his companion bad diſ- 
played whenever he imagined himſelf of- 


fended ; nor could her ſuppoſed attachment 
to Ivan have urged him to take his life by 


treacherous methods. 232 


Mutually uneaſy and diſſatisfied with the | 
ſentiments and expectations of each other, 
H 3 Zappavo 
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Zappavo and his fair fellow-traveller arrived 
at Moſcow three days after their ſeparation 
from Moretz and Ulmeri. Phedora looked 
round her on entering this vaſt city, and ex- 
perienced a variety of emotions, when the 
Coſſack naming the five quarters of which 
it conſiſted, mentioned that of the Kremlin 
or palace, The large plain that ſurrounds 
the town, ſo delightful and fruitful 1n the 
ſummer months, was covered with a ſheet of 
frozen ſnow, and not to be diſtinguiſhed from 
the rivers that water it when the returning 
{un unbinds their fettered ſtreams, and per- 
mits them to mingle with thoſe of the Occa. 


Through this place thought Phedora, the 
dear Leuhaupts, and Rectzizi equally 
amiable and good, have lately paſſed. Oh 
that I could know, if 1n gazing on theſe fine 
buildings,“ and beholding theſe immenſe 
habitations, which appear to me capable of 
containing the whole world, their ſurpriſe 

and 


®* Mofcow was then built almoſt entirely with wood; but 
Phedora had not ſeen any other capital. 
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and atunuration were once interrupted, by 
thinking of that little infignificant being, 
who having beſtowed on them one glance of 
wonder, can then only find her imagination 
occupied with the images of thoſe ſhe loves. 


In vain did Zappavo call her attention to 
the pleaſant groves and gardens that line the 
banks of the river Moſcowa, which winds its 
mazy courſe through the town : the trees 
and ſhrubs were indeed clothed in the white 
livery of winter; but the effect they till 
created was fingular and amuſing. The 
hardy pine bent under the weight of iſicles 
that hung pendant to its branches, and 
the more delicate larch ſheltered its forky 
ſprouts beneath a coat of ſnow : the ſlender 
twigs of the birch no longer retained their 
wiry form; and the willow weeping with 
borrowed tears, found them, like thoſe ſhed 
by Zareta, adhering to the furrowed bark. 


When Zappavo directed the ſledge to ſtop 
at the habitation he had occupied when he 
H 4 was 
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was laſt at Moſcow, he recollected that it 
was poſſible Moretz had taken up his abode 
there, ſince they had dwelt in the fame 
houſe. Phedora trembled between hope 
and fear, when he communicated this ſup- 
poſition, and fervently prayed that it might 
be a juſt one. The ſituation of her friend, 
even more deplorable than her own, excited 


all her compaſſion ; and ſhe ſhuddered at 


every well-remembered inſtance of the fero- 
city of Moretz. But her wiſhes and the 
expectations of Zappavo, were diſappointed ; 
for though they diſcovered that he had ſtop- 
ped there with his fair charge, he had ſince 
removed to another lodging, apparently to 
avoid his former companion. Phedora fighed 
at this unfavourable intelligence ; yet ſhe 
dared not urge Zappavo to ſeek them, as he 
had conditionally promiſed, becauſe ſhe could 
not fulfil the In" he might attach to the 
requeſt. 


| Zareta, who had never before been at 


Moleow, tormented her every moment with 
queſtions 
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queſtions ſhe could not anſwer, and exclama- 
tions of wonder and delight, whilſt ſhe was 
hertelf icarcely leſs an object of admiration 
from the finzujaiity of her manners and 
figure, than every thing ſhe beheld around 
her. Zappavo purchaſed for his lovely cap- 
tive a handſome Ruſſian dreſs, and one of 
an inferior fort for Zarcta, who much re- 
gretted her hig'1-poinated cap and Cotlack 
coſtume. Phedora quitted her diſguite with 
pleature, and was much delighted to re- 
aſſume the garments of her ſex: ill as thoſe 
of Ruſha were calculated to adorn the form, 
Zappavo thought he could never ſufficiently 
admire her when he ſaw her attired in them, 
and vehemently importuned her to give him 
her hand at the altar. 


The ſilent reluctance Phedora oppoſed to 
his entreaties, grieved and offended him, and 
his wounded pride then relieved her for a 
time, from his propoſals : but as his anger 


wore away, he renewed them with more and 
more earneſtneſs; and her hours were ſpent 


in increaſing apprehenſion and regret. 
1 CHAP. 
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1 What ſtory is not full of woman's falſchood ? 

«& The ſex is all a ſea of wide deſtruction: 

« The lightning followed by a thunderbolt 

c Is marble-hearted woman ! All the ſhelves 

& The faithleſs winds, blind rocks, and ſinking ſands, 


« Are women all!“ 


Ox E day that Zappavo had been ab- 
ſent for ſeveral hours, he returned home 
accompanied by Moretz; and Phedora 
agitated with the hope of ſeeing Ulmeri, 
flew to meet him, exerting her falter- 
ing voice to inquire for her friend. The 
| fierce Coſſack ſurveying her for a moment 
with a ſurly air, turned from her without 
reply : ſhe was alarmed at his filence, and 
dreaded to renew the demand leſt ſhe ſhould 
hear ſomething afflict ing. But ſuſpenſe ſhe 
found was not to be endured, where cer- 
tainty could in any way be obtained; and 
putting on the humbleſt mien of entreaty 


to 
6 
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to mollify the ſavage ſhe addreſſed, Phedora 
returned to the charge in a tone ſo perſua- 
five, that even Moretz could not reſiſt it. 
He informed her that Ulmeri was well, and 
added with a countenance of triumphant 
defiance, that ſhe was ſtill under his protec- 
tion, from which neither her own arts nor 
the force of the whole world, ſhould again 
diſplace her. 


Phedora knew not what to imagine from 
this ſpeech, excepting that her unhappy 
friend had endeavoured to make her eſcape 
and had been unſucceſsful : ſhe felt how 
keen the. diſappointment muſt have been, 
and ſhuddered at the rigor ſhe was appre- 
henſive Moretz would practiſe to revenge 
the attempt. 


Suppoſing from her own wiſhes, how 
eager thoſe of Ulmeri muſt be to embrace 
her again, and pour all her griefs into her 
boſom, ſhe ventured though with a tremb- 
ling voice, to aſk that they might meet.— |. 

. Moretz 
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Moretz inſtantly refuſed the requeſt with a 
vehement oath ; and although ſhe almoſt 
expected this rough retort, ſhe was ſo much 
hurt at it, that ſhe could not refrain from 
ſhedding tears of anguiſh and vexation, 
which only gratified the ſavage who excited 
them. 


When ſhe had wit-drawn, ſhe heard the 
Coflacks arguing in a loud tone of conten- 
| tion, and with much apparent violence :— 

1 ſhortly after, they went out together, and 
Win Zappavo returned not till the evening. On 
the following day, Phedora learnt from him 
that Moretz and himſelf had gained the 
poſts they had demanded in the Coflack 1c- 
giment then at Moſcow, which was expected 
in leſs than a month to accompany the 
Emperor to the Ukraine. 


She was ſtartled at this intelligence, as her 
only hope of eſcaping from her preſent bonds 
reſted on her continuance at Moſcow. In- 
dependent of her wiſh to beho!d Ulmen 


4 again, 
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again, ſhe thought that if they were per- 
mitted to be together, they might concert 
ſome method of regaining their liberty, with- 
out the danger of caſting themſelves ſingly | 
upon the world, totally unprovided for and ö 
deſolate: together they could brave many 
difficulties, which ſingly they would not dare 
to encounter; and ſhould every inquiry aſter 
the Count and Counteſs Rectzizi be unſuc- 
ceſsful, Phedora pleaſed herſelf with the idea 
of ſupporting their daughter by her toil, and 
thus repaying ſome of the benefits ſne had 
received from this excellent family. She 
therefore ventured to incur the conſequent 
ſolicitations of Zappavo, by aſking him to 
exert his influence with Moretz to procure 
her the ſociety of her friend, though it ſhould 
only be at intervals: but the effort which 
required all her courage to make, only pro- 
duced the diſcouraging reply, that ſhe knew 
upon what terms ſhe might command the 
favour ſhe ſued for; with this additional 
ſtipulation however, that ſhe mult then 
| —_— every perſuaſive in her power to 
| induce 7 
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induce Ulmeri to aſſent with a good grace 
to an union with Moretz, as he was firmly 
determined not to give her up for any ranſom, 
conſiderable though it might be. 


Phedora made no reply, but retired im- 
mediately, leaving the Coſſack as much 
vexed and almoſt as dejected as herſelf :— 
his friend had been endeavouring to perſuade 


him to drop the gentleneſs his nature had 


prompted him to employ with his captive, 
as he pretended to be aſſured that Phedora 
would bend beneath a more rigorous treat- 
ment: he had even exhorted him to threaten 
her with the Knute,* a ſavage and degrading 
chaſtiſement which Ruſſian women of the 
firſt rank were not exempted from. Zap- 
pavo received his advice however, with dif- 
guſt and anger, which had been the ſubject 


of contention Phedora had heard the found 


of : yet the infinuations of Moretz, and the 
Jealous ſuſpicions he infuſed into his mind, 
rendered him gloomy, and ſoured his tem- 


per 5 
* Vide Cuſtoms and Manners of Ruſlia, 


PHE DORA. 159 


per; and the poſt he had obtained, by com 


pelling him to be frequently abſent from her, 


gave him additional uncaſineſs. 


When he was thus of neceſſity called away 
by his duty, Zareta received ſtrict and per- 
petually renewed injunctions to guard her 
charge with unceaſing watchfulneſs; and 
to aid her vigilance, Zappavo retained in his 
ſervice one of his vagrant countryman as a 
ſpy upon both. Phedora could not be igno- 
rant of theſe precautions, and regarded them 
with an eye of deſpondency. 


When a fortnight of their allotted reſidence 
at Moſcow had eiapled, ſhe reſolved to make 
adeſperate effort to elcaje, careleſs of what 
became of her, provided ſhe were not obli- 
ped to wed the Coſſack. She was by this 
time perfectly acquainted with the exceſſive 
eagerneſs of the Ruſſians to ſwallow ſpirits 
of any deſcription they con!d procure, and 
that the means they employed to get at 
them were often deſperate beyond imagina- 

tion: 
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tion: on this circumſtance ſhe built her 


hopes; and one day when ſhe knew Zap— 
pavo would be abſent till the evening, ſhe 
contrived to ſpeak to her hoſts, a Ruſs and 
his wife, without being obſerved by either of 


her Coſſack guards. 


With trembling haſte ſhe accoſted them; 
and ſhewing a large gold croſs which Zap- 


pavo had purchaſed for her to wear as an 


ornament, told them ſhe wanted two rubles, 


and if they would take the gold and {ell it 
immediately, they might retain the reſt of 
the money they would get for it, to buy them 
ſome brandy; the bait was too alluring to 
be withſtood, and ſhe received a joyful aſſent 
to the propoſal. When ſhe perceived by 
their avidity, that they felt no inclination to 
retract it, ſhe then ſtipulated that the means 
by which the ſpirits were obtained, were not 
to be divulged to Zareta and her fellow at- 
tendant, leſt they ſhould object to the pro- 
ject; but that they muſt be invited to par- 
take of the brandy, that they might not in- 
- | form 
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form Zappavo, ſhould they by chance or 
accident, diſcover the tranſaction: ſhe added, 
that the two rubles muſt be given to her 
without being obſerved by the Coſſacks. 


Having repeated theſe inſtructions ſeveral 
times with in variable exactneſs, to the man 
who was to perform the negociating part of 
the commiſſion, his wife hurried him away, 
ſo eager was ſhe for the promiſed reward :— 
but as he did not return quite ſo ſoon as ſhe 
expected, ſhe was unable to wait till he. 
ſhould have procured the celeſtial banquet ; 
and carrying forth, as ſhe had more than 
once done before, part of the furniture of her 
houſe, exchanged 1t for a large earthen jug 
of rye ſpirits. Of this, according to the in- 
ſtructions her huſband had received, ſne in- 
vited Zareta and the Coffack to ſhare; and 
her propoſal being accepted with infinite ala- 
crity, the half pint goblet went merrily 
round, 


Phedora, 
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Phedora, who counted every moment as 
it flew, had waited ſome time in her own 
apartment the return of the Ruſs; but un- 
able any longer to reſtrain her impatience, 


ſhe ventured forth with a ſtealing ſtep, to 


obſerve what paſſed ; and hearing a noiſe in 
the lower chamber, where her hoſts reſided, 
ſhe imagined that the man had executed 
every part of his commiſſion, excepting what 
related to. the two rubles ſhe had demanded 
for herſelf. Her heart fluttered at this ſup- 
poſition, and her pulſe faltered from vary- 
ing hope and fear: ſhe liſtened more atten- 
tively, and then plainly diflinguiſhed the 
ſound of the jug, as it was every five minutes 
taken up, and replaced with no gentle hand 
on the ſtove round which they were drink- 
ing. She dared not aſcertain her conjectures 
by entering the room, leſt her preſence 
ſhould recal them to ſome ſort of recollec- 
tion, and they ſhould lock her up whilſt 
they ended their feſtivity by a moſt degene- 
rate and complete ſtate. of intoxication. 


Half 
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Half periſhed with cold, ſhe waited at the 
the door until a mute and unbroken ſilence 
proclaimed the condition of the party :— 
Phedora then no longer heſitated ; but with- 
out conſidering that the apparent forgetful- 
neſs of the Ruſs deprived her of the conſo- 
lation of poſſeſſing a ſingle copeck, ſhe 
gently paſſed through the apartment where 
her fleeping attendants lay extended on the 
floor by the fide of their hoſtels ; each one 
entirely inſenſible to every ill which their 
diſtinct foes, age, poverty, and ſlavery, could 
inflict. The haſty glance of Phedora gave 
her not time to obſerve that the maſter of 
the houſe was abſent; but hurrying forward, 
ſne gained the ſtreet in a moment. A 
ſhower of ſnow was then falling, which 
freezing in the air to a ſtill firmer conſiſtency, 
ſtruck her face like ſo many darts; yet ſhe 
heeded 1t not, attending only to the execu- 
tion of the idea that occupied her, that of 
flying as far as poſſible from the reſidence of 
Zappavo. The cold however, ſoon began 
to overpower her, and her limbs no longer 
obeyed 
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obeyed her wiſhes with the ſame prompti- 
tude 5 ſhe then reflected upon her ſitua- 
tion, and conſidered with terror that ſhe 
had not where to lay her head : the ſtorm 
almoſt blinded her, and covered with ſnow, 
neither her face nor form were any longer 
diſcernable : {till ſne moved on, though her 
pace every inſtant decreaſed ; and at length 
a noiſy tumult appeared to approach her from 
one of the interſected ſtreets that preſented 
themſelves before her dazzled eyes. Con- 
founded and diſmayed, the idea of a purſuit 
ſtruck her imagination with a horror ſo po- 
tent, that ſtretching out her arms to a man 
who was that moment paſſing her, ſhe 
faintly exclaimed, Give me ſhelter !”? 

„ So will, by St. Nicholas!“ returned a 
rough voice; and ſhe then found herſelf 
dragged along, but was unable to diſtinguiſh 
by whom, though the accents appeared not 
unknown to her. 

At the diſtance of two ſtreets the ſtranger 
ſtopped before a houſe, the outfide of wliich 


did not announce either ſpleadour or great 
opulence. 


PHEDORA, 165 


opulence. Before they could be let in, the 
tumult Phedora, had fled from again ap- 
proached, and a number of people poured 
from a neighbouring defile : the leaders of 
the mob were driving before them an un- 
happy culprit, who, it was diſcovered by 
their exclamatious, ha incurred the puniſh- 
ment of the batog>* for theft. Phedora on 
hearing this, turned away her face to avoid 
beho!ding the poor wretch whom ſhe could 
not help pitying ; whilſt the ſtranger in- 
quired very eagerly what the offender had 
ſtolen : but the multitude were too buſily 
employed in hurrying on with the accuſer 
and the accuſed, to attend to his demand ; 
and when they were paſt, he applidd for in- 
formation, though with little hope of ſuc- 
ceſs, to a ſtraggler, who being lame, could 


not keep up with the reſt, even with the moſt . 


vehement efforts. This man was fond of 
talking; and having meaſured the ſpace 
before him with his eye, he found that he 


ſhould be able to utter a ſentence or two 
before 


* The criminal is beat by two people with ſticks, 
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before he was out of the hearing of the in- 
quiſitive ſtranger: ſo, without turning bis 
head to regard the perſon he ſpoke to, he 
called out as he hopped by, © The villain is 


going to receive the batogs | The ſcoundrel 
has ſtolen a gold croſs from a Coflack dam- 


ſel! The thief 1s to be confronted with her 
he took it from, and - 


Phedora heard no more ; for the idea that 
the poor Ruſs was to be puniſhed without 
having deſerved to_ ſuffer, overcame every 
other conſideration ; and ſhe earneſtly en- 
treated her new companion, whilſt he hauled 
her into the houſe, to fly after the ſuppoſed 
delinquent, and vouch for his innocence. 


« No, by St. Michael the Archangel,” 


returned he, after having ſteadily regarded 


her for a moment, © we two don't part com- 
pany my pretty maid, till you have fulfilled 
the engagement you contracted with me 


on board the Petrowna. 


Phedora 
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Pheddia ſtarted at theſe words, and a 
haſty glance at the figure before her, pre- 
ſented to her eyes the exact mien and coun- 
tenance of Captain Matheowitz. She forgot 
at that inſtant, even the humane purpoſe ſhe 
had been urging ſo ſtrenuouſly, for her pulſe 
forgot to beat, and ſhe fell at the feet of the 
exulting bridegroom (ſuch he thought him- 
ſelf) without ſenſation. 


He called ſome women to aſſiſt in re- 
covering her, ſuppoſing ſhe was affected thus 
from having been too long expoſed to the 
cold: they thought ſo too; yet the means 
they uſed to revive her had very ſoon the 
defired effect. Matheowitz bowever, again 
nearly deprived her of life, by boiſterouſly 
urging her to accompany him immediately 
to church; and when ſcarcely knowing what 
ſhe ſaid, Phedora excuſed herſelf from com- 
plying with his propoſal, he vehemently exe- 
crated Lumerſki for having appointed him 
to rendezvous in the north, when he ought 
to have been in the ſouth, and then not 

ſtanding 
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ſtanding to his appointment; and what was 
ſtill worſe, diſappointing him of his affianced 
wife. Phedora trembled at the hurricane he 
raiſed ; but forgot not, in the ſhock ſhe had 
received, to implore his aſſiſtance to fave the 


poor Ruſs from puniſhment, 


To make her hideous lover comprehend 


the innocence of the man, ſhe was compelled - 


to relate to him her captivity, and the means 


ſhe had employed to eſcape from it. The 


Captain was ſo delighted with the trick, that 
he laughed till his face was convulſed with 
the moſt frightful contortions, and his eyes 


ſeemed ſtarting from their ſockets: but at 


length her earneſt ſolicitations prevailed, and 
he ſallied forth, by her direction, for the 
lodgings of Zappavo. 


So alarming did Phedora think her preſent 
ſituation, and ſuch a terror had ſhe conceived 
of the claims Matheowitz affected to have 
upon her, that ſhe was almoſt careleſs of the 


diſcovery the Coſſack might poſſibly make 
| | of 
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of her abode through his means; yet when 
he was gone upon the commiſſion ſhe had 
aſſigned him, ſhe reflected with immeaſur- 
able regret, that ſhe ought to have intereſted 
him in behalf of Ulmeri, and have engaged 
him to advertiſe her patents of her reſidence 
in Moſcow, and of her captivity : or at leaſt 
the family of Captain Matheowitz could have 
aſſiſted her evaſion from Moretz. 

« Apd now,” thought Phedora, “ if I am 
diſcovered by Zappavo, he will immediately 
claim me, and I may never more have the 
opportunity I have loſt, of recommending 
my poor friend to the compaſſion of this un- 
couth, but apparently honeſt man!“ 


Her ſelf-reproaches were not ended when 
Matheowitz returned, exceedingly enter- 
tained and highly delighted with the ſcenes 
he had witneſſed: it was ſome time before 
his. raptures would permit him to relate them 
to Phedora, who in the moſt anxious ſuſ- 
pence, waited the communication which 
vol. 11. I ſhe 
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ſhe feared would have a very different effect 
upon herſelf. At length he told her, that he 
| | had diſcovered her late reſidence, where he had 
| | found the ſuppoſed delinquent beating hi 
| wife without mercy, though ſhe was not 
I! very ſenſible of the favour, from the happy 
| effect of the potion ſhe had previouſly taken, 
8 - And at the ſame time the young Coſlack 
| furious for the loſs of his captive, was exer- 
l cifing himſelf in the ſame way upon the back 
1 of his ſenſeleſs countryman, and that of the 
| poor old laſs, who took it both of them N ca 


1 without one mur mur or flinching in the M cn 
| | ' 

| leaſt, for which they were brave drunkards, WM thi 
| dn 


it; Here Matheowitz renewed his boiſterous ap; 


If | mirth ; whilſt Phedora, conſcious of being tol 
l | the cauſe of all this miſchief, ſat encompaſſed MM hac 
l; with ten thoufand thorns : after many ear-I to { 
„ neſt adjurations, ſhe prevailed upon the Cap. ¶ upo 
| | . tain to continue his narrative; and he in-Mi to k 

[ formed her, that the by- ſtanders to a man, the 
111 | all laughed with as hearty a good will as he bulk 
| | | did; upon which the Coffack turned fulky;Mthy: 
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and drawing his ſabre, the people fled at the 
ſight, all but himſelf, and he ſcorned to 
heave anchor for ſuch a trifle : beſides he 
wanted to aſk a few.queſtions : however, the 
Coſſack would not ſtay to anſwer them, but 
flew to the door, and diſappeared in a 
moment. 


« ] then hailed the poor Ruſs,” continued 
Matheowitz, “ who left off ſtrapping, to tell 
me that he had been ruined by a devil of a 
captive, who ſent him upon a dangerous 
cruize, and then ſheered off, after clapping 
the reſt of the crew under the hatches of 
drunkenneſs : with that he began to ſtrap 
again with as good a liking as ever; but 1 
told him to haul in, ſeeing that the enemy 
had all ftruck to him before he had begun 
to fire, being no better than ſo many logs 
upon the water: ſo he lay to, and I deſired 
to know if he would ſerve the Czar on board 
the frigate Petrowna, and leave that bulging 
bulk his wife : ſo he gave her another hearty 
thwack as a token, and ſaid he would ; and 
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1 brought him ſafe off, and ſtowed him in a 
ſnug birth hard by. But I wanted to fee if 
the Coflack had returned to port, and what 
colours he hoiſted when he found the enemy 
had gone off; ſo I ſcudded-back again, and 2 
there I ſaw him with another of his country- a 
men (by St. Michael, they are none of them f 
better than pirates), and they had taken the WM p 
old laſs in tow, ſo I had a mind to knoy pl 
where they would drop anchor; but by St. 
Nicholas, they carried more canvals than! 
could crowd, and ſo we parted company ; 
though they hove in fight again as I tacked 
to windward.” 

« What do you mean?“ cried Phedora, 
impatiently; * did you follow the Coflacks:” 


He aſſented, and ſhe inſtantly conceived a 
hope that he had diſcovered the dwelling of 
Moretz, where it was moſt probable they had 
conducted Zareta : ſhe eagerly interrupted 
him a ſecond time, to inquire if he could 
again find out the place, 
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« To be ſure I could,” replied he; „but 
you don't want to board them again?“ 


Phedora fatisfied him that ſhe did not, 
and. then informed him of the unhappy ſitu- 
ation of Ulmeri, and that ſhe had a letter 
from his brother, to recommend her to the 
protection of his family. This intelligence 
procured a torrent of queſtions from the 


honeſt Captain, who (wore by every ſaint in 


the Greek calendar, that he would liberate 


the poor girl, and find her parents if they 


were to be heard of in Molcow. He ftaid 
but to ſwallow his dinner and a few glaſſes 
of brandy, before he fat about the inquiry 
in perſon : an eagerneſs that doubly de- 
ighted Phedora ; becauſe, whilſt ſhe hoped 


his activity would enſure ſucceſs, it elieved 


her from his ſociety, and his horrible impor- 
tunity to fulfil her involuntary engagement. 


Ia his abſence, the idea of again commit- 
ting herſelf to Providence, and endeavouring 
to fly from him as ſhe had done from Zap- 

; I 3 Pavo, 
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pavo, occurred to her: but ſhe immediately 
rejected the thought, both from conſidera. 
tion to the welfare of Ulmer, and the dread 
of falling into the power of the irritated 
Coſſack, who would then think himſelf juſ- 
tified in treating her with the rough bruta- 
lity of Moretz, whole influence over the man- 


ners of Zappavo ſhe had obſerved. 


The readineſs with which Matheowitz 
had undertaken to ſerve her friend, and the 
zeal with which he had immediately ſet 
about it, gave Phedora a favourable impreſ- 
ſion of his humanity, and ſhe was not with- 
out hopes that he might be prevailed upon 
to relinquiſh her, when he underſtood her 
ſtrong diſinclination to unite herſelf to him, 
At all events, ſhe meant to engage him to 
preſent her to his family, to whom ſhe 
thought ſhe could more freely communicate 
her repugnance, and who would ſhe truſted, 
commiſerate the unhappy ſituation of a poor 
friendleſs orphan, whoſe eternal peace ol 


mind depended upon their generous interie 
rence 
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rence. She pictured to herſelf, that his 
mother reſembled her ever-regretted parent, 
the venerable widow Ruben ſki; as patient, 
as mild, as indulgent, as good : and his 
ſiſters, as they muſt be middle-aged women, 
ſhe ſuppoſed might be like Mrs. Leuhaupt ; 
as gentle, as benevolent, as pious. 

With theſe ideas, ſhe languiſhed to place 
herſelf under their protection, and entreat 
them to repreſent to their relation what his 
partiality for her had made him overlook, 
their diſparity of years and ſentiments: and 
ſhe entertained not the leaſt doubt but they 
muſt readily perceive it, as no one could be 
blind to the peculiarities of Captain Mathe- 
owitz, both of mind and perſon, however 
they might be prepoſſeſſed by the goodneſs 
of his heart or by natural affection. 

When he returned in the evening, his 
inquiries though not yet entirely ſucceſsful, 
appeared by his repreſentation, to be in a 
train to become fo very quickly. He had 
met with an honeſt ſtranger, he ſaid, who 
had heard him aſking for the reſidence of 
I 4 Count 
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Count Rectzizi, and had been very deſirous 
of learning what he wanted with him. 

c He laoked ſuch a worthy fellow,” added 
Matheowitz, “that I began telling him why 
I was in chace of the Count; ſo I was obliged 
to overhaul the ſtory of meeting with you: 
by St. Michael, [ don't know how it was; 
but after I had had a glaſs or two of brandy, 
I could think of nothing but the engagement 
I had ſeen at the Coſſacks up yonder ; ſo he 
liſtened very earneſtly, and aſked -me where 
I turned in, and he faid, if I would meet him 
to-morrow at the fame place, he would give 
me a ſignal to find out the latitude of this 
Count Rectzizi.“ 

P Phedora, artleſs as ſhe was, and new to 
the world, could not avoid entertaining ſuſ- 
picions, that the ſtranger had ſome ſiniſter 
deſigns, or wherefore ſhould he deter the 
communication until the morrow, which it 
was ſo much the more eaſy and natural to 
make at the moment; and why 1nquire the 
reſidence of Matheowitz, after having at- 
tended ſo cloſely to the disjointed tale he 


had told? She feared that it might be an 
; emiſſary 
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emiſſary employed by Zappavo or Moretz, 
and that they had formed a plan to replace 
her in their power. She imparted her ap- 
prehenſion to the unſuſpicious Captain; but 
he was at that time too much intoxicated to 
liſten to or comprehend her and only re- 
plied, by urging her in broken periods, to 
accompany him to church the next day.— 
Phedora was terrified at the ſtate he was in, 
and haſtily flew from him to ſome women, 
who were hanging over a ſtove in the next 
apartment. After ſome heſitation they an- 
ſwered her inquiry concerning a place where 
ſhe might repoſe in ſafety and ſhe inſtantly 
withdrew for the night. 

The next morning, before Matheowitz 
went to his appointment, ſhe entreated him 
to preſent her to his family, whoſe protec- 
tion ſhe meant immediately to ſolici that 
ſhe might no more ſuffer the uncaſineſs the 
had experienced the preceding evening from 
his incbriation, and that ſhe might not be 
kit expoled to the machinations of the Col- 
lacks in the abſence of the Captain, if as 
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ſhe expected, he had unadviſedly betrayed 
her ſituation to them. 

He was pleaſed with her requeſt, and 
was much ſurpriſed that he had not thought 
of ſhewing her to his relations himſelf: the 
moment he had properly fortified his ſto- 
mach againſt the cold, he went to fetch his 
mother, his ſiſters, and a nephew who was 
the preſumptive heir of the family. It was 
near two hours before he re- appeared with 
the whole houſe of Matheowitz, excepting 
the brother who was {till in Luthuania; and 
when Phedora beheld the groupe, ſhe would 
willingly have excuſed the delay, had it been 


{ 
ten times as long. The Captain uſhered in 
four women and two men: of the former, . 
one was his mother, of whom ſhe had heard | 

him ſpeak; two were his ſiſters, and the l 
fourth was the wife of a couſin, who toge- Þ 
ther with the nephew, accompanied the 
ladies to behold the elected bride of their 

in 


kinſman. 
Mrs. Matheowitz was between ſixty and h. 
ſerenty, exceſſively ugly ſhe had been in le. 


her ycuth; and age had not by any means, 
ſoftencd 
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ſoftened the injury ſhe might have reproached 
nature with having done her: a finiſhed and 
complete expreſſion of ſtupidity had likewiſe 
taken poſſeſſion of her features, unconquer- 
able but by the moſt vehement fits of ill- 
humour which ſometimes ſeized her, aud 
then the K nout was very liberally beſtowed 
upon the unhappy wretches who pertormed 
the domeſtic offices in her family. Her 
daughters inherited her outward form; but 
from being perpetually ſubjected to their 
amiadle parent, of the qualities tor which ſhe 


was conſpicuous they exhivited only ſymp- 


ioms of fixed ve uity, exceſſively improved 
by a long eſtabliſhed cuſtom of conſoling 
themſelves for the rigorous treatment they 
had experienced from infancy, by eaperly 
ſwallowing every drop of brago, mead, 
brandy, or rye ſpirits they could procure. 


The female couſin was rather nearer both 
in perſon and intellect to the general claſs of 
human beings ; but her huſband and the 
nephew did not in the leaſt degenerate from 

16 che 


180 of euznoM. 


the Matheowitz ſtandard, and might well 
paſs for very near branches of the family. 


Phedora felt her heart fink as they rudely 
gazed upon her; , and overwhelmed with 
confuſion, diſappointment, anguiſh, and diſ- 
may, burſt into tears : every hope vaniſhed 
as ſhe glanced towards the party a look of 
timid ſupplication, and beheld the repulſive 
forms that met her inquiring eye. Her emo- 
tion excited not pity ; but 1t would not ; moſt 
probably have paſſed without cenſure, had 
not Matheowitz at that inſtant ſtepped to 
his repoſitory, to procure {or his viſitors the 
moſt welcome kind of refreſhment which 
either in his opinion or theirs he could offer 
them. He returned with a Jarge bottle 
of brandy, and a glaſs of a ſuitable ſize was 
filled and given in turn to the company, who 
all except the unhappy Phedora, accepted 
the compliment not only with readineſs, but 
ſo eagerly, that had not the entertainer been 


a Null, he muſt. have been irriſiſtabhy 
4 impelled 
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impelled by diſguſt to have driven them 
from his preſence. 


The utmoſt harmony however prevailed, 
till the bottle was entirely emptied, and then 
the ladies recollected that they were obliged 
to attend the funeral of a deceaſed friend, 
who was to be interred in the patriarchal 
church: and as it was expected that there 
would be, as utual, a profuſion of good cheer 
and brandy after the ceremony, they were 
earneſt not to be too late for the engage- 
ment. When they roſe up to go, it ap- 
peared indeed, that they required ſome in- 
formation as to the beſt and moſt expeditious 
way of quitting the room; for after ſtand- 
ing ſome time, not without ſupport, with 
their eyes fixed on vacancy, they all made 
25 by unanimous conſent, a ſudden effort to 
retreat at the ſame moment, and the old 
lady was unhappily overſet by one of her 
daughters, who had the good fortune to catch 
hold of Phedora for ſupport, and thus 
avoided the ſame miſadventure. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Matheowitz appeared much pro- 
voked at the accident; but her faltering 
tongue refuſed the taſk ſhe would fain have 
aſſigned it; and her indignation was con- 
demned to lie dormant, until the cruel 
flouriſhes of the Knout ſhould fatally pro- 
claim that ſhe had been aggrieved. 


Phedora ſhuddered with terror and aver- 
ſion, but reſtrained each too-apparent ſymp- 
tom of diſguſt, when Captain Matheowitz 
invited the whole party to attend him the 
following day, and take his - bride to the 
church, for that he meant to ſolemnize his 
marriage without loſing any more time.— 
They all aſſented to the propoſal as well as 
they were able, and then retired, accom- 
panied by the bridegroom, who was de- 
ſirous of keeping his appointment with the 
ſtranger. Phedora then left to her reflec- 
tions, endeavoured to rally her ſpirits, that 
ſhe might deviſe ſome feaſible plan, to evade 
the propoſed ſacrifice, without too violently 


irritating Matheowitz, with whom {he 
wiſhed 
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wiſhed to preſerve ſome terms, on account 
of her friend Ulmeri. Yet no expedient 
preſented itſelf to her perturbed imagina- 
tion, and in the greateſt diſtreſs of mind, 
ſhe awaited his return, to hazard the utmoſt 
fury of. his wrath, by diſcovering to him her 
unconquerable averſion to become his wife, 


Whilſt ſhe fat trembling at the thought 


of the ſcene ſhe muſt go through, ſhe heard 


herſelf aſked for by the name of Phedora 


Rubenſki: it was long ſince her family ap- 
pellation had ſtruck her ear, and the circum- 
ſtance inſpired her with the rapturous ſup- 
poſition that 1t muſt be either the Leuhaupts 
or Rectzizi who had ſought her out, 


| Occupied by this improbable idea, ſhe 
darted forward to anſwer in perſon the 
welcome inquiry, and beheld two perſons, a 
gentleman and lady, to whole features ſhe 
was an entire ſtranger: they were dreſſed as 
Ruſſians, and the diſappointed Phedora 


imagined they muſt be ſome friends of Ma- 
| theowitz, 
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theowitz, who were deſirous of ſcrutinizing 
his choice: ſhe forgot that he knew her 
but by her Chriſtian name, and could not 
have communicated any other to the people 
hefore her, from whom ſhe turned with an 
air of evidently-repreſſed expectation ; and 
caſting her eyes to the ground, waited in 
mournful filence, until they ſhould make 


known the purport of their viſit, 


The lady having ſurveyed her very ear- 


neſtly, aſked in a gentle tone, if ſhe were not 


the Phedora Rubenſki they wiſhed to {ce : 
the ſoftneſs of the voice, which indicated 
compaſſion and good-will, inſtantiy drew the 
attention of Phedora to the ſpeaker, and this 
ſecond look gave to her view features ſo in- 
tere ſting, and a fimile fo encouraging, that 
ſhe found lerielf impeiled by an inclination 
ſhe could not withſtand, to throw herſelf at 
the feet of the ſtranger, implore her to liſten 
to the narrative of ler diſtreſſes, and grant 
her the prot ction which could alone lave 
her from future miſery. 


The 
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The lady could not foreſee the motion, 
but ſhe prevented the ſupplication by em- 
bracing her with tenderneſs, and offering 
her as the adopted child of the worthy 
Leuhaupts, an aſylum in her houſe : the 
gentleman, who appeared to be her huſband, 
repeated the 1nvitation, and the heart of 
Phedora fluttered from the conviction that 
theſe kind beings were the parents of Rect- 
zizi and Ulmer. 


« My friend is then reſtored to them,” 
thought ſhe; and through her generous 
cares, thoſe of her father and mother are thus 
extended to me.“ 


Her boſom expanded with tranſport at 
a reverſe ſo delighttul, and her gratitude was 
expreſſed in broken and incoherent ſentences. 


« You accept our protection, then?“ ſaid 
the Counteſs Rectzꝝ 

Tes, yes . * ol Phedora eagerly ; 
8 oh, beſt and moſt generous of benefactors, 
delay 
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delay not a moment to take me from hence, 
leſt your angelic goodneſs ſhould not avail 
me,” ; 

They ſmiled at her earneſtneſs, the mo- 
tive of which they underſtood, and led her 
to the carriage that had brought them ; the 
people of the houſe making no oppoſition, 
as they had not received any inſtructions 
concerning her from the unſuſpicious Ma- 
theowitz. Phedora was too much agitated 
during her ſhort journey, to expteſs all the 
gratitude with which her heart bounded :— 
ſhe felt impatient to arrive at the hoſpitable 
dwelling of the Rectzizis, that ſhe might 
- embrace her beloved Ulmeri, and congratu- 
late her upon her deliverance, at the ſame 
time that ſhe poured forth the moſl ardent 
thanks for her own. 


She was ſo much engroſſed by this idea, 
that ſhe obſerved not the fixed attention the 
Counteſs beſtowed upon her, who regarded 
the amiable orphan with all the intereſt her 

youth 
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youth, beauty, and misfortunes, could not 
fall to create in a benevolent mind. 


The boſom of Phedora beat with incon- 
ceivable rapidity, when the mother of Ul- 


meri pointing to a ſpacious manſion, ſaid it 


was hers . ſhe followed the Count into it with 
a ſtep that marked her eager agitation, and 
ſcarcely allowing him time to lead to an 
apartment, exclaimed, * Where where is 
my friend?“ 

„ Whom do you mean?“ aſked the 
Count, rather alarmed at the wildneſs of her 
looks: * Ivan Leuhaupt reſides not here; 
but he wall call before the day 1s out.” 


The blood forſook the cheeks of Phedora, 


at an explanation ſo incompatible with her 
expectations of meeting her late fellow-cap- 
tive under the paternal roof. 

<« Tſpoke not of Ivan,” returned ſhe, with 
a trembling voice. 
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Of whom then my good Phedora ?” 
ſaid Madame Rectzizi kindly. 
„Ah! Madam! may I venture to in- 
quire for my beloved Ulmeri?“ 

« For my daughter!“ cried the Counteſs; 
% oh Heaven | where did you meet with 
her? Can you give me any tidings of that 
dear unlucky girl?“ 


* Diſappointed and anxious as Phedora 
could not fail to be at the uncertain fate of 
her friend, ſhe could not but obſerve like- 
wile, the painful emotions that agitated the 
unfortunate mother, whoſe eyes eagerly de- 


manded the intelligence ſhe was no longer 


able to require in any other manner. The 
Count equally diſplayed all the feelings of a 
fond parent on this intereſting occaſion, and 
ſhe haſtened to relieve their mutual diſtreſs 
as far as ſhe was -able : but ſhe was obliged 
to refer them to Matheowitz for the refidence 
of Moretz, a circumſtance that much embar- 
raſſed the Count, who feared to apply per- 


ſonally for this neceſſary information, leſt the 


people 


PHE DORA. 189 


people where the Captain lived ſhould re- 


— 


cognize him for the man who had conveyed 
Phedora from him. He recollected not that 
Matheowitz was moſt probably ſtill detained 
at the place of appointment to which Ivan 
had drawn him (for he was in fact the worthy 
ſtranger whole honeſty the rough ſailor had 
ſo much extolled), until the Counteſs ſug- 
geſted the- circumſtance, and he then flew 
thither in the hope of finding it to be ſo. 


In the interim, Madame Rectzizi had 
need of all the ſupport Phedora could give 
her, who though ſcarcely leſs agitated, con- 
ceived the moſt lively hopes of embracing 
very ſhortly the companion of her coſſack 
adventures, whom an accidental ſimilarity 
of fate had equally with the amiable tem- 
per of her mind, endeared to her. 


The Counteſs trembled at every found 
that reached her, long before it could be 
poſſible for her huſband to return, and 
ſtarted even at the voice of Phedora, who 
ventured 
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ventured ſometimes to flatter her wiſhes, 
though in doing ſo ſhe might have pre- 
pared for her a diſappointment more keen : 
but her own ſanguine ſuggeſtions ſeduced 
her into the imprudence; and every time it 


was repeated ſhe obtained from her bene- 


factreſs a tender, though ſilent careſs. 


Hours thus rolled by, and but for the 
attendants, they would have forgotten all 
kind of refreſhment, which in the preſent 
ſtate of their minds indeed,” they felt not 
the want of. At length the Count returned 
accompanied by Ivan, whole tranſports on 
beholding Phedora, were immoderate and 
unreſtrained : ſhe ſoon perceived that he was 
in a ſtate of intoxication, and ſhocked at 
obſerving it, ſhe turned from him with 
mingled anger and ſorrow, to liſten to the 
converſation of the Count, who was inform- 
ing the anxious mother of the meaſures he 
had taken, and thoſe he meant to purſue, to 
recover their child. Ivan then loudly mur- 


mured at the indifference of Phedora : the 


regarded 


HE DORA. 


191 
regarded him, he ſaid, not only with ſcorn 
but diſguſt. His complaints caught the at- 
tention of the Count, who was ſenſible of the 
ſituation he was in, and with much difficulty 
perſuaded him to retire, and ſubmit to be 
conducted to his lodging by a domeſtic. 


Count Rectzizi immediately explained to 
Phedora by what means the young man had 
been drawn in to depart from his uſual ſo- 
briety. 


«* He diſcovered our reſidence at Moſ- 
cow,“ ſaid he, “the day after he arrived 
here, and immediately engaged us to aid 
his reſearches for the little Rubenſki for 
whom his father had ſo much intereſted us 
ſome years back: but we were entirely 
unſucceſsful until he accidentally met with 
this Matheowitz, with whom he has been 
pending ſome very anxious hours whuſt we 
carried off the fair bride.” 

“ I found poor Ivan,” added the Count, 
* watching over his ſlumbering companion, 


kt he ſhould ſtagger home and defeat our 


purpoſe. 
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purpoſe. He had not himſelf ſo far loſt his 


ſecured the object of our enterprize; and he 


ſure and malllſh feeling. We then waited, 


culate, in which time I felt my patience moſt 
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recollection, as to omit inquiring if I had 


even liſtened to the diſcovery we have made 
relating to our daughter with generous plea- 


rather impatiently I confeſs, for Matheowitz 
to recover his ſenſes, which he had extremely 
diſordered in drinking with ſo much perſe- 
verance to the health of the Czar, and the ad- 
vancement of his infant navy, that he utterly | 
forgot his intended inquiry, his contracted 
bride, himſelf, and all the world. A full 
hour elapſed before our patient diſcovered 
any inclination to move, and nearly two more 
run out before he was in a condition to arti- 


cruelly exerciſed. Ivan then ſeverely rallied 
him on the overthrow he had experienced, 
but quite captivated his good will, by pro- I 
poſing a few more toaſts beginning with that 4 
of his beautiful bride : yet we firſt contrived he 

to make him deſcribe as accurately as he was 


able, the abode of the Coffack : Ivan was 
| | the 


narrative, her heart ſmote her for the ungrat 
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then compelled to pledge the ſavage in ho- 
nour of the fair Phedora, and I led him away 
fnging a riotous Te Deum.“ 


When Phedora heard this 8 
CY 


ful negle& ſhe had ſhewn 0 young Leu-' 


haupt, who from his boyiſh days had ever, 


25 now, placed his chief happineſs in protec- 
ting and ſerving her : the many inſtances of 
fincere attachment he had difplayed ruſhed 
upon her memory and heightened her re- 
morſe, and ſhe could not account in any 
manner for the ſentiment which at the 
moment had impelled her to wound him by 
an appearance of indifference, their early 
fiendſhip, and the numerous benefits his 
whole family had conferred upon her, would 
allow no room for in her boſom. 


It was in fact a ſtrong repugnance to ſuf- 
fer the parents of Caſſimir to ſuppoſe, that 
he returned the evident and fond partiality 
a Ivan with a tenderneſs of the ſame na- 
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ure as his own. She did not analyſe the 
ſecret cauſe of this reluctance, but reſolved 
that it ſhould no more reſtrain the gratitude 
and fiſterly affection ſhe felt for him. 


CHAP. VI. 


—— 


& Love raiſed his thoughts to brave atchievements ; 
« For Love's the ſteel that ſtrikes upon the flint; 
« Gives coldneſs heat, exerts the hidden flame, | 


& And ſpreads the ſparkles round.“ 
| 
Tas Counteſs Rectzizi, whoſe extreme 
agitation had conſiderably ſubſided now « 
that her hopes were ſtrengthened, found ber- p 
ſelf ſufficiently calm to attend to her in-M n 
tereſting gueſt: the duties of hoſpitality, 
with her ever ſacred, ſhe fulfilled with pecu- 
har ſweetneſs of manners towards Phedora,\W hö 
who reflected with rapture that ſhe way he 
now under the roof of her noble and bene an 
ficent friends, who would ſhelter her help fe 
leſs youth from outrage, and equally guaq co1 
it from the approaches of error and vice her 


with 
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with the wiſdom and goodneſs of her firſt 
inſtructors; ſhe looked back with terror 
upon the dangers ſhe had paſſed, and ear- 
neſtly prayed that Ulmeri might ſoon, like 
herſelf, be enabled to review them only as 3 

fearful dream, from which ſhe had waked to 
peaceful ſecurity. 


Early on the following morning the 
Count went tothe royal palace (at which the 
Emperor had arrived a few days before in 


one of his flying journies) for the purpoſe of © 
petitioning a mandate to compel the Coſ- 


C 

WM fack Moretz to give up his captive to her 
parents, upon conſideration of a pecuniaiy 
-M r:ccompence to any reaſonable amount. 

Ivan, ſcarcely recollecting any thing that 
had paſſed, except that he had actually be- 
held Phedora at the houſe of Count Rectziai, 
and ardently longing to renew the interview, 
flew thither the moment he ſuppoſed he 
could gain admittance, and was received by 


ber with all the kindneſs and complacency 
K he 


— 
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he could have wiſhed. The Counteſs too, 
grateful for the ſhare he had taken in diſ- 
covering the abode of Moretz, treated him 
with unuſual condeſcenſion, and his iatisfac- 
tion was complete: but at length, recollect- 
ing to inquire the fate of his family, which 
Phedora felt by no means eager to obtrude 
upon him, and wherefore ſhe had quitted 
them, ſhe told him of their bamſhment in 
common with the reſt of their countrymen, 
who had either remained attached to the 
Swediſh government, or endeavoured to ſe- 
cure the welfare of their families by ſubmit- 
ting to either yoke, as fortune {miled on the 


Ruls or the Swede. 
| | 
Ivan ſigbhed on learning their hard deſ. ? 
tiny, and his cheerfulneſs vaniſhed : to con- 
ſole him for the afflicting news ſhe had im- 
parted, Phedora forced herſelf to ſpeak of s 
i 


the generous kindneſs of Caſſimir, whole 
name had not till then paſſed her lips, be- 
cauſe every time ſhe was on the point v 


pronouncing it a painful confuſion ſcizel 
her 
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her on recollecting the former jealouſy of 
Ivan, which ſhe half feared would break -*” vl 
out again in the preſence of the Countels, 1 
and infuſe into her mind an idea, that the 1 
unhappy orphan whom her charity had pre- 
ſerved from abſolute want, ſhould aſpire to 
enter her. family, and become in reality 
what the tender goodneſs of Madame Rect- 
2121 induced her to call her—her daughter. 


<> 


Ivan obſerved with pain the bluſhes that 
ſuffuſed her cheeks, when fhe turned to her 
benefactreſs, and related in teims of the 
warmeſt praiſe, the efforts of her ſon to ſoften 
the misfortunes of the worthy Leuhaupts.— 
He was poſſeſſed by two contending princi- 
ples, at once gratefully commending the 
noble conduct of his ſuppoſed rival, and hat- 
ing him for the amiable light in which it 
evidently appeared to the trembling nar- 
rator, 


1 The Counteſs embracing her, ſaid, I 
know not how to thank you for the pleaſing 
K 3 emotions 
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emotions your intelligence has given me ;— 
yeſterday you revealed to me the fate of my 
poor Ulmeri, and this day you give me news 
of my ſon Caſſimir. His father and myſelf 
knew only that be had quitted his former 
regiment for another in the Ruſſian ſervice; 
but we could not learn the name of that 
other, nor the deſtination of our beloved 
boy : judge then if we ought not to regard 
you with pleaſure, fince you inform us that 
he is worthily employed in making himſelf 
uſeful to the eſtimable Mr. Leuhaupt, whom 
we both revere. 


Ivan was highly gratified by the latter part 
of this ſpeech, and Phedora expreſſed the 
delight it gave her in a ſtyle yet more ani- 
mated. 


In a few moments ſhe obſerved for the 
firſt time, that Ivan wore the dreſs of an of- 
ficer, and on intimating it to him, he in- 
formed her that the Count had given himſelf 


inteedible trouble in making known to 
Prince 
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Prince Galitzin the hardſhips he had under- 
gone, and the zeal he had been fortunately 
enabled to diſplay in the time he had ſerved ; 


and that theſe kind and friendly repreſenta» 


tions, and the further efforts of his good and 


revered benefactor, had obtained him a com- | 


miſſion ſince his arrival at Moſcow. 


Phedora congratulated him with real ſa- 
tisfact ion upon his promotion, and expreſſed. 
a wiſh to hear the adventures that had led to 
it, Ivan was charmed at the intereſt ſhe 
diſplayed for his welfare, and inſtantly com- 
plied with the requeſt when it was ſeconded 
by the Counteſs. 


When I was. dragged from my family,” 
ſaid he, „by the villainous contrivance of 
Rimback, I was immediately ſent to a village 
ten verſts diſtant from them, with ſtrict 
orders not to be permitted to leave my quar- 
ters upon any conſideration, even for a few 
hours. Enraged as I was at this pointed 
infunction, of which I was ſhortly informed, 

Ta I 
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I reſolved to ſubmit without any attempt 
to elude it, that my family might not be 
hurt by hearing from the deteſted Colonel, 
that I had ſuffered the puniſhment he fin- 
cerely hoped I ſhould incur, by endeavour. 
ing to ſee them. After I had remained a 
fortnight at this village, from whence I ſent 
many a ſigh towards my own, I was again 


removed with the company to which I be- 


longed, to a place about fifty verſts from 
Pernau : here the day after we arrived, a 


" ſmall body of Swedes not knowing it was 


in our poſſeſſion, entered to rifle the inha- 
bitants of the few proviſions they had ſcraped 
together for immediate fubfiſtence : we diſ 
puted the territory, and in the ſkirmiſh 
I was wounded and taken priſoner by the 


enemy, who carried me to their quarters,— 


Before they thought me in a condition to 


attempt my eſcape, I was fortunate enough 


to effect it, and ſoon after I met with ſome 


- Ruſſan troops, whom I joined: they were 


marching to Moſcow with all the expedition 


they could make; but the weather obſtruc- 
| ; ted 
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ted their progreſs, for the froſt had juſt 
broken up, and the roads were almoſt impaſ- 


fable. It was with difficulty I ſuſtained the 
fatigues of this march, which each day in- 
creaſed, and at length my wound broke open 
anew, and I was left in a village not many 


verſts from Opoliko. 


had received me into his cottage, afforded 


The pealant who 


me a part of his ſubſiſtence, and attended 
me with the moſt humane ſolicitude: but 


my ill-fortune again. overtook me; for as I 


was rapidly recovering by the charitable aſ- 
ſiſtance of my kind hoſt, ſome Coſſacks en- 
tered the place, rifled it of every thing they 
could carry off, and burnt moſt of what they 


were compelled to leave 


behind them. I 


could not forbear remonſtrating upon ſuch 
wanton cruelty,, and my officiouſneſs was 


rewarded with the moſt 


{ſavage treatment: 


| was ſtripped, and left for dead. The 
wretches,” continued Ivan, looking tenderly 
at Phedora, even tore from my arm a little 
memorial I had hitherto preſerved with the 


moſt anxious fondneſs.” 


K 5 
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“ The unhappy peaſants had fled different 
ways at their firſt approach, and 1 alone ven- 
tured to await them, becauſe I knew that 
hike myſelf, they were in the ſervice of Ruſ- 
fia, and I hoped they would inſtruct me 
where to find a corps I could join immedi- 
ately, without wandering from place to 
place, at the imminent danger of falling 
again into the hands of the Swedes, from 
whom I could now expect no mercy. When 
the Coffacks therefore quitted the village, 
I remained in the deſperate condition they 
had left me, till my poor hoſt and his bro- 
ther, who had taken refuge in a neighbour- 


ing wood, crept home at midnight to ſeek. 


for me, and gather up the remnant, if any 
there ſhould be, of their little property.— 
They conveyed me ſenſeleſs as I was, to 
their retreat ; and the next morning carried 
me in a kind of litter they conſtructed of 
branches, to a little place at the diſtance of 
three verſts, which had eſcaped the deſperate 
fate of almoſt all the villages round. It was 


occupied by ſome Ruflian ſoldiers, who had 
| the 
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the humanity to conduct me to Opolſko, at 
that time in the poſſeſſion of the Czar, and 
there once more I was reſtored to health and 
ſtrength. I was then entered in a regiment 


on the point of departing for the Ukraine; 


but before we began our march, it was my 
fate to diſcover a conſpiracy amongſt the 
men, who had been ſuborned by ſome agents 
of Mazeppa :- two of the Coflack traitors 
had engaged to communicate to their chief, 
by means of the Ruſſians they had ſeduced, 
every tranſaction that ſhould come within 
their knowledge, of the army they were 
about to join, and had even perſuaded them 
to deſert to Mazeppa on the firſt opportu- 
nity, with as many of their comrades as they 
could win over. The Ruſſians did not in- 
deed foreſee the extent of their treachery, or 
ſuſpect that they were binding themſelves to 


fight under the ſtandard of the Swede ;z yet 


they could not but know they were acting 
wrong, though the gold of the Hetman, and 
the promiſe of a pint of brandy a day to each 
man that ſhould enter his ſervice, overcame 
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every ſcruple. Upon the report I made to 
the commander, the two ringleaders were 
ſecured and ſeverely puniſhed ; the emiſ- 
faries of the Coſſack were apprehended, who 
confeſſed the exiſtence of the conſpiracy to 
its full extent ; and the reſt of the ſoldiers 
who had entered into it, after receiving the 
Knute, were drafted into other regiments.— 
A pecuniary recompence was offered to me, 
which I rejected, and entreated to be re- 
warded by promotion : this petition would 
have been granted I believe immediately, 
had I not been compelled to fly from 
Opoliko. | 
As I was one evening walking to my 
quarters, I obſerved two men, who appa- 
rently waited for me at a turning I was obl!- 
ged to paſs in my way; I knew the diſcovery 
nl | | J had made had created me enemies, and 
, f ll drawing the weapon I had by my fide, kept 
1 | upon my guard : the precaution was not 
| . uſleleſs, for the moment I reached them 
they attacked me; but not being prepared 


for the defence I made, I was enabled to keep 
them 
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them at bay, until a ſoldier came up, upon 
which they inſtantly fled; and the honeſt 
fellow, aſſiſting me to purſue them, we ſe⸗ 
cured one of the aſſaſſins, though not before 
he had received a deſperate wound: we car- 
ried the unhappy wretch to the guard-houſe, 
and he confeſſed his deſign had been to 
murder me; in which attempt, though. he 
had failed, there were others who would do 
the work more ſecurely. He died almoſt 
inſtantly; and the Commander, to prevent 
the cataſtrophe he had foretold, cauſed me 
to be eſcorted: forty verſts on the road to 
Smolenſko ; he gave me money to proſecute 
my journey to Moſcow, and a ſtrong recom- 
mendation to a general officer there, with a 
detail of the ſervice I had done the Czar at 
Opolſko. I arrived without accident as far 
on my way, as the hut where I met with 
you Phedora, and that fair being, who from 
the intelligence ſhe gave me, appeared to 
my enraptured imagination an angel of light. 
I now know her to be the daughter of the 


4 Counteſs 


Counteſs Rectzizi, and as ſuch ſhe is en- 
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titled to ſhare the gratitude of a heart— 

« Proceed with your ſtory,” interrupted 
the Counteſs, ſmiling. | 

Ivan obeyed.—** The Coſſack,” conti- 
nued he, © reſented the fruitleſs and al- 
moſt involuntary attempt I made to detain 
Phedora, and in the afiray that followed, 
I received a blow that deprived me for a 
time of recollection. I know not how long 
I remained ſenſeleſs, but I obtained no aſ- 
ſiſtance from the people who inhabited the 
hut; on the contrary, I found they had 
taken advantage of my ſituation, and rifled 
me of every thing I poſſeſſed : even the letter 
of the Commandant had vaniſhed, which cha- 
grined me much more than the loſs of my 
money. It was utterly vain however, to charge 
any one with the theft, or entreat that they 
would reſtore my recommendation, for they 
unanimouſly ſwore by Chriſt, theiruſual oath, 
that they knew nothing of the tranſaction I 


complained of, and could not therefore re- 


turn what I ſaid I bad loſt. I then demanded 
that 
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that they would at leaſt inform me which 
way the Coſſacks had travelled, and they 
very readily complied, extremely well plea- 
ſed to loſe my company ſo ſoon. I followed, 
in the frantic hope of overtaking the ſledge, 
and my diſappointment almoſt drove me to- 
diſtraction. 1 know not how I reached 
Moſcow, nor how I ſubſiſted when I arrived 
here; but I remember it was ſome time ere I 
diſcovered the officer to whom the Com- 
mandant had written in my behalf: he heard 
my ſtory with condeſcending attention; and, 
until it could be corroborated, he entered 
me in his own regiment. 

In the courſe of my reſearches for my 
beloved Phedora Rubenſki, the dear and 
amiable companion of my early years, I diſ- 
covered the reſidence of Count Rectzizi; 
and well remembering a name ſo reſpected, 
I formed the bold reſolution of imploring 
his aſſiſtance to diſcover my lovely friend, 
and reſcue her from bondage, The worthy 
Count was ſhocked at my fituation, and not 
only granted my ardent requeſt, but unpe- 
| . titioned 
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titioned procured me the commiſſion I now 
enjoy. We then jointly continued our in- 
quiries, but they were unſucceſsful until I 
fortunately met with Matheowitz : when ! 
quitted him J flew to this hoipitable roof, 
and the plan was concerted which has proved 


ſo happy an one.” 


“It will indeed be a moſt happy one,” 
returned Phedora, if it ſhould become the 
means of reſtoring my dear Ulmeri to her 
parents! How ſhall I teſtify to you Ivan, 
the thankfulneſs I feel for your brotherly 
ſolicitude to procure my deliverance, and 
the protection of thoſe beneficent beings for 
whom my heart experienced the livelieſt 
gratitude, before I knew the meaning of the 


word.“ 


Ivan was beginning a reply, but Phedora, 
fearing from the expreſſion of his counte- 
nance that it would be ſuch an one as ſhe 
momentarily dreaded to hear, haſtily re- 
ſumed, Could you not aſſiſt Count Rect- 


21 
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ziz: this morning? If he obtains the man- 
date he ſeeks, he may require your ſervices.” 

Then it is equally my duty and incli- 
nation to offer them,” replied Ivan, rifing . 
as he ſpoke. The Counteſs, eager to obtain 
any aid that was likely to forward the libera- 
tion of her daughter, was pleaſed with his 
promptitude, and gave him inſtructions to 
wait for her huſband at the Imperial palace. 
He then kiffed her hand with reſpect, and 
that of Phedora with an air more tender, and 
withdrew. 


His attachment to the fair orphan was too 
apparent to eſcape the obſervation of the 
Counteſs, and with a ſmiling air ſhe inti- 
mated her conjectures to Phedora, who 
bluſhed deeply, and with haſty confuſion 
proteſted that ſhe regarded Ivan Leuhaupt 
with the ſame affection ſhe ſhould feel for a 
brother ; but in any other light ſhe could 
never behold him. Madame Rectzizi did 


not my credit this aſſertion; but as the 
"ay 
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ſubje& was evidently painful to Phedora, ſhe 
inſtantly dropt it. 


It was near two hours before the Count 
returned home; yet it appeared that Ivan 
had miſſed him: he ſaid, that he had not 
been able to obtain an audience of the Czar, 
who was beſieged on every ſide with peti- 
tions and various ſtatements of grievances, 


'which as he was expected to remain only a 


week at Moſcow, poured in from all quar- 
ters, and ſcarcely allowed him time to in- 
ſpe& the execution of thoſe plans, he had 
formed for the benefit of his ſubjects of every 
deſcription. 

« Tam to be admitted however, a quar- 
ter of an hour to morrow, continued the 
Count: © until then, we muſt moderate our 
impatience ; for though we may long moſt 
ardently to embrace our poor child, it would 
be imprudent to alarm the Coſſack, by any 
indication of her being ſought for.“ 


The 
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The Counteſs coincided with the obſerva- 
tion, and expreſſed a hope that the prudence 


of Ivan would prevent him from undertak- 


ing any plan that ſhould fruſtrate that of her 
huſband. He haſtily aſked if ſhe had ſeen 
the young man 1n his abſence. 


„He has been here,” replied Madame 
Rectzizi, „and his zeal to make himſelf 
uſeful, induced him to follow you to the pa- 
lace, to receive any commiſſion you might 
wiſh him to execute.“ 


Phedora, at whoſe immediate inſtigation 
he had thus ated, now grew extremely un- 
ealy that he did not return, as ſhe feared his 
ſpirit of enterprize would lead him to put in 
practice ſome unlucky ſcheme, which would 
place Moretz upon his guard, and perhaps 
induce him immediately to withdraw his 
captive from Moſcow. The Counteſs was 
ſtill more agitated, and their uneaſineſs in- 
creaſed with every paſſing moment, until the 


appearnce 
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appearance of Ivan, whoſe eyes ſparkled wich 


delight, quieted their alarms. 


] have been preſented,” cried he in an 
animated tone, „to the auguſt Czar, who 
has ordered me to be promoted to a Licu— 
tenancy.” 


A ſurpriſe, not unmixed with incredulity, 
marked the features of his auditors, and he 
haſtene l to explain this extraordinary cir- 


cumſtance. 


& J was waiting.“ continued he, © in one 
of the courts of the palace, until Count Rect- 
Z1zi ſhould: come forth; and after walking 
to and fro for ſome time, J obſerved two 


officers croſſing it; one* of them was the 


general, to whom the Commandant at 
Opolſko had recommended me, and I ſa- 
luted him with reſpect: he regarded me for 
a moment very ſteadily, and ſtopping with. a 
ſudden motion of recollection, turned to his 


companion, and entreated permiſſion to pre- 
ſent 
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ſent me to him; at the ſame time giving to 
this man, whole figure was majeſtic and pre- 
poſſeſſing, a narrative of my adventures in- 
terſperſed with encomiums that confounded 
me. I bluſhed, Phedora,” added Ivan, 
ſnatching her hand -“ as you do now: but 
I diſcovered that my remonſtrances to the 
marauding Coilacks had been magnified by 
the reports of the good pecaſants into an 
heroic defence of their perſons and property, 
againſt the whole party, and I inſtantly rec- 
tiled this miſtake : however, the worthy 
Commandant had otherwiſe given ſo favour- 
able an account of me to his friend the ge- 
neral, that I was honoured with the applauſe 
of the Emperor, for ſuch the ſtranger was.— 
But flattering as applauſe muſt ever be from 
his lips, it is not with him I find fangly be- 
ſtowed—he turned to the general, and ſaid 
with a ſmile, © Tell the Boyard Zariſkoff that 
his ſon cannot have the lieutenancy he ſoli- 
cited : give it to this young man, who better 
deſerves it; and deſire Galitzin to procure 


me more enſigas of the ſame deſcription.“ 
„„Oh! 
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« Oh Heavens!“ exclaimed the Counteſs, 
cc what a Prince have we here!“ 

« Oh that Mr. and Mrs. Leubaupt, and 
my dear Catherine, could know this !” cried 
Phedora, at the ſame inſtant. 


The heart and judgment of Madame 
Rectzizi applauded this action of Peter the 
Great, for the ſingularity of ſentiment it 
evinced in a mighty monarch, who could 
thus, with the will and power to diſcrimi- 
nate real though humble merit, condeſcend 
to extend a royal hand to raiſe it from ob- 
ſcurity. The inexperienced mind of Phe- 
dora thought the action good, but perfectly 
natural ; and her firſt ſentiment on hearing 
it, was an ardent wiſh that the happineſs it 
beſtowed might be inſtantly diffuſed over 
thoſe virtuous beings, whom it would have 
raiſed from local miſery however great, and 
placed above the general ſhafts of misfor- 
tune. In extreme youth we liſten with 
an undiſcriminated pleaſure, to an action of 
eminent virtue: as our jelrs increaſe we 

| applaud 
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applaud with judgment: in maturity it is 
accompanied by an emotion of furpriſe: but | 
ſulpicious old age ſhakes its white locks, and . 
almoſt diſbelieves.—Oh wiſdom of this % 
world!!! 


The Count warmly congratulated Ivan 
upon his good fortune, and the young man 
forgot not to attribute the principal part of 
it to his friendly exertions with Prince Ga- 
litzin, without which, and the coincidence of 
circumſtances that naturally followed, he 
might merely have obtained, at the end of 
ſome months perhaps, the commiſſion of an 
enſign, 


After the firſt effuſions of ſurpriſe and 
gladneſs, the whole party reverted to the 
ſubject that ſo much intereſted them, the 

| WH captivity of Ulmer ; and Ivan promiſed that 
he would wait the event of the Count's au- 
dience with the Emperor; and even from 


that time, ſubmit any plan he might form to 
the judgment of his good friends. 


[ 
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The looks and manner of the young Licu- 
tenant now Mrmed Phedora, who found ſhe 
could not much longer avert the ſolicitations 
which ſhe plainly ſaw were riſing every mo- 
ment to his lips; and his words at parting 

confirmed her fears. 


« Did you think,” ſaid he, “ that it was 
ſimply my advancement that gave me tbe 
delight you witneſſed? No, Phedora; it 
aroſe from the hopes which that advancement 
authoriſed. When your fair friend is re- 
ſtored to her family, and they feel at leiſure 
to attend to my petition, I ſhall endeayour 
to intereſt them in my behalf.” 


He then retired ; but his addreſs, though 
- uttered in a low voice, was not unheard by 
the Count and his lady, who mutually ſmiled 
at the embarraſſment it occaſioned to 


Phedora. 


The whole party counted every moment 
until that one arrived which was to carry the 
| father 
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father of Ulmeri to the promiſed audience : 
Ivan attended him by appointment to the 


palace, and Phedora in their abſence en- 


deavoured to amuſe the agitated mind of 
Madame Rectzizi. As ſoon as the mandate 
could be procured, it was to be carried to the 
Coflack, by the Count accompanied by Ivan 
and four or five attendants, leſt he ſhould 
prove refractory, and refuſe to part with his 
prize upon any terms. 


When Count Rectzizi diſcloſed to the 


Czar the purport of his petition, the monarch 


heſitated for ſome minutes, not from difin- 
cination to comply with the requeſt, but 
from an internal deliberation as to his moral 
nght to reſume any power over a gift which 
bad been the reward of a fidelity he had al- 
ready reaped the advantage of. The earneſt 
and tremulous interceſſion of the anxious 
ather overcame however every conſidera» 
tion, but the tender one which whiſpered 
to his heart, that the moſt indiſputable right 
vas the ſacred authority the patent claims 

VOL. 11, 5 over 


and ſigning the wiſhed-for mandate, ſent 


the attendants of the Count being in wait- 


appeared to them, his brow lowered ſuſpi- 
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ever his child. He inſtantly reſolved to re- 
compence the Coſſack in ſome other way, 


away the Count penetrated with gratitude 
and delight. 


When Ivan beheld his countenance he 
ſaw that it was needleſs to inquire the ſucceſs 


which every glowing feature proclaimed ;— 


ing, they proceeded immediately to the 
dwelling of Moretz. 


It was with great difficulty they procured 
admiſſion ; and when the gloomy Coffack 


cion, and he fixed his eye upon Ivan with an 


air of peculiar diſguſt. The Count, pro-. 


ducing the mandate of the Czar, informed 
Moretz of its contents, and that he was the Hoof 
father of the young captive who was men- WW, - 
tioned in it, and would pay-into his hands 
without delay, the xanifom he required. As 
he ſpoke, the countenance of the Coffack 

turned 


— 
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turned to a deadly pale ; and having caſt a 
haſty glance at the royal ſignature, he retired 
ſuddenly without uttering a word. 


The Count was alarmed at his retreat, and 
lran gave ſtrict orders to the attendants 
that no one ſhould paſs into the ſtreet ;— 
Moretz returned however in a few mo- 
ments, leading in Ulmeri, who pale and 
kejeted, raiſed not her eyes which were 
ſpelled with weeping, and her whole appear- 
ace indicated ſorrow and deſpair. Her 
ther was flying to fold her in his arms, but 
Moretz put him back, obſerving that ſhe 
was yet his captive. | 


Tell me then,” faid the Count eagerly, 
" W* what price you ſet upon her?“ 

A price you cannot pay,” returned the 
© WCoffack ; © yet,” continued he with a deep 
Joie of extreme agitation, © I diſpute not 
' the mandate that tears her from me, though 4 
ea wall not obtain her to beſtow her upon 
Water,” 


L 2 Before 


Before he had done ſpeaking, he at- 
tempted, with a look of horrible deſperation, 
to plunge a dagger in her breaſt : the un- 
happy parent was unable to prevent him, 
and the heart of Ulmeri would have 

ſheathed the weapon, had ſhe not, at the 
inſtant he aimed the blow, fallen to the 
ground, overcome with the ſudden tranſport 
of beholding her father, at the moment 
when every hope was fled, and ſhe had given 
up her ſoul to deſpondency. 


Moretz, with inconceivable quicknef;, 
ſtooped to repeat the attempt; but Ivan, 
equally active, threw himſelf between the 
murderer and his victim, and received 4 
wound in his ſhoulder, whilſt his arm was | 
uplifted to ſave himſelf and her. The 
Count, reanimated with hope, now found 
means to wreſt the dagger from tho d 
Moretz ; and his attendants, whom the noiſe 
had drawn to the ſpot, ſecured him from the 
poſſibility of committing further miſchief.— 
The eyes of the Coſſack, in which ge and 

malice 
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malice were equally blended, were then 
rooted to the ground, and his pale lips 
quivered with contending paſſions. The 
count, throwing towards him a purſe of an 
hundred Chervonitz* with trembling indig- 
nation, carried off his lifeleſs child; and Ivan 
retreated likewiſe, after having directed the 
attendants to bind the Coſſack and leave 
7 | 
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Ulmeri revived as her father conducted 

her homeward, and eagerly inquired if the 

WI wretch Moretz had not committed any miſ- 
1, Wl chicvous act. 


0 The Count then, for the firſt time, recol- 
lected that he had ſeen the blood guſh with 

ne violence from the wound of Ivan: and as the 

u pvouth had not accompanied him, he felt ex- 
oem uneaſy, leſt he ſhould have been de- 

ie tained either by inability to follow, or the fur- 

heſMW ther deſperation of the Coſſack. His anxiety 
—j however to ſecure the ſafety of his daughter, 
nd 1 L3 _ obliged 
cc _ ® A gold coin of Ruſſia, 


— 
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obliged him to proceed with her; but his 
filence to the queſtion ſhe had put to him 
terrified and ſhocked her; from the well. 
known diſpoſition of Moretz, ſhe imagined 
ſomething fatal had happened, and the 
Count could not prevent her from relapſing 


into ibi. 


In this condition ſhe reached the paternal 
roof, and the tumult her appearance created 
throughout the habitation, ' ſoon brought 
Phedora and the Counteſs to the apartment 
where the Count had defired ſhe might be 
carried, whilſt he apprized her mother of 
her arrival. Madame Rectzizi, hanging 
over her daughter with apprehenſive fond- 
neſs, was too much agitated to reſort to the 
uſual remedies to reſtore her to animation: 
but Phedora, almoſt equally delighted 
though more collected, applied them with 
immediate ſucceſs. Ulmeri opened her eyes, 
and found herſelf preſſed to the boſom of her 
mother, with a ſenſation of gladneſs the moſt 


reviying; yet a confuſed recollection aſſailed 
her, 
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her of ſome tranſaction that had given her 
exquiſite uneaſineſs, and ſhe looked round to 
ſee if her father were really by her fide and 
in ſafety. He had withdrawn to make ſome 
inquiry for Ivan; and as ſhe appeared un- 
commonly anxious for his preſence, Phedora 
whom ſhe had not yet recognized, run to 
apprize him of her wiſh, 


Ivan, accompanied by the Count, at that 
moment entered the apartment, with every 
ſymptom of having conſiderably ſuffered 
from the malice of the Coffack ; for his 
countenance was pale and languid, from the 
loſs of that ſanguine ſtream which had 
plentifully flowed over his garments. His 
wound had been bound up, and he would 
not be deterred by what he called a trifle, 
from congratulating the Countels in perſon, 
and ſtealing a few glances at his beloved Phe- 
dora, whole generous delight he well knew 
would be boundleſs. Ulmeri found all her 


terrors confirmed when the figure of Ivan 


aluted her eye: ſhe knew him inſtantly to 
| L 4 be 


224 PHEDORA, 


be the young man ſhe had addreſſed in the 
hut near Smolenſko, but her confuſion of 
idea was fo great, that ſhe forgot who he was, 
and ſeemed confounded at his preſence, 
which ſhe could not by any means account 
for, even when her father preſented him to 
her, as her deliverer from the dagger of 
Moretz. The Counteſs, on hearing this, 
embraced Ivan in a tranſport of gratitude, 
and Phedora called him her dear brother, 
her brave and good Ivan. 


The accents of her late fellow captive 
arouſed the ſenſibility of Ulmeri, who flew 
into her arms, and aſked an explanation of 
all ſhe ſaw and heard : yet before it could be 
given to her, ſhe eagerly recommended Phe- 
dora to the protection of her mother; for 
ſhe imagined that ſhe had entered the houſe 
with Ivan, and was yet deſtitute of the ſecu- 
rity and happineſs ſhe herſelf had ſcarcely for 
a minute experienced. Phedora interrupted 
the friendly petition, with a ſhort narrative 
of the unexampled kindneſs of her parents: 
and 


! 
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and the ſatisfaction of Ulmeri would then 
have been complete, had not anxiety for 
the ſituation of young Leuhaupt haraſſtd 
her mind. He was ſoon compelled to re- 
tire from the effect of his wound, which 
though not dangerous, was extremely painful, 
and had already brought on a degree of fever. 


The ſoft eyes of Ulmeri had obſerved his 
changing countenance, and now followed 
him to the door with an air of ſo much in- 
tereſt, that thoſe of the Count, which had 
been fixed upon his daughter, turned to- 
wards the object of her ſolicitude, and grati- 
tude as well as friendſhip and compaſſion, 
unpelled him not to ſuffer the youth to leave 
kis houſe, where he knew he could alone be 
attended with proper care. An apartment 
was aſſigned him; he was put to bed; and 
the Counteſs promiſed that herſelf and his 
young friends ſhould nurſe him alternately. 
In the delightful idea of being under the 
lame roof with Phedora, he then ſoon forgot 
lis indiſpoſition in a refreſhing lumber... -- 
Ls Ulmert 
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+ Ulmeri was in almoſt equal need of re- 
Poſe ; but ſhe would not be removed from 
the fight of her parents and her former 
companion in misfortune, from whom ſhe 
wiſhed to learn the happy occurrences that 
had occaſioned their unlooked-fur meeting. 
Phedora, however, conſiderably delayed the 
narrative, until her friend ſhould be better 
able to liſten to it with compoſure, and 
from the ſame motive, forebore to inquire 
what had befallen her ſince they had been 
Jo cruelly ſundered, | 


The Counteſs was not forgetful of her 
promiſe to Ivan ; nor would her daughter be 
diſſuaded from rendering him, in her turn, 
thoſe attentions his ſituation called for : ſhe 
. Conſidered that it was for her preſervation he 
ſuffered, and this idea animated her to a 
thouſand little aſſiduities, which compaſſion 
alone, without another ſtimulative, might 
not have inſpired. Even the cares of Phe- 
dora, who always experienced with tender 
* the pain ſhe ſaw another feel, 
appeared 


4 


appeared cold by the compariſon : Ivan per- 
ceived this, and his love was wounded by 
the obſervation, though his gratitude and 
admiration of the fair Ulmeri were height- 


ened by it ; and his diflatisfied looks pro- 


claimed to Phedora that all was not right. 


— ... 


rr. 


« Oh how this tyrant doubt diſturbs the breaſt ! 

« And thoughts, like birds, when frighted from their reſt, 
« Around the place where all was huſh'd before, 

« Flutter, and hardly ſettle any more.“ 


IN a few days, the Counteſs thought her 
daughter ſufficiently recovered, to relate 
without injury to her ſpirits, her ſufferings 
ſince the moment in which Moretz had hur- 


ried her from her young friend with ſuch de- 


termined implacability. Ulmeri was begin- 
ning from that period; but her father ob- 
ſerved that the Counteſs and himſelf were 
ret ignorant by what accident ſhe had be- 
come the property of the traitor Cotzwar.. 


L.6 Oh |: - 


* 
* * 
— Wa — e — ts 


—— 


* 
9 


2 PHEDORA. 


« Oh Heavens!“ exclaimed 'Ulmeri, 
« the attendants my grandfather ſent with 
me from Luthuania are then till captives | 
Or perhaps they have loft their lives, ſince 
they have not appeared before you from the 
fatal day on which I became enſlaved. I 
was accompanied by two women and four 
men: amongſt the latter was the good old 
Poiatſki, who was taken ill on the route; 
and by waiting his recovery I loſt the be- 
nefit of the Ruſſian eſcort. We were ſur— 
rounded on the borders of Luthuania by a 
party of ſeveral hundred Coſſacks; and as 
it was in vain to reſiſt them, when we found 
their object was pillage Poiatſki ſubmitted, 
only entreating to be conducted to the 
commander; but my doom was almoſt im- 
mediately fixed, and the poor old man vainly 
applied to his avarice to procure my enlarge 
ment. When I was informed of this, I gave 
myſelf up to deſpair ; and throwing myſe 
into the arms of my women, who ſhared my 
grief, I wept without ceaſing : but this me- 


lancholy conſolation was ſoon denied me, for 
| the 
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the party divided the next day, and all my 


attendants were torn from me. I was then 
dragged about from place to place, careleſs 
of the fatigue I underwent, and diſguſted 
with every object around me, until the ſoft 
accents of my dear Phedora rouſed me to 
renewed attention and pleaſure. She has 
informed you of what happened to us when 


together: I then knew not that all the bit- 


terneſs of my captivity was to come,— 
The rage and diſappointment of Moretz 
were not to be excited with impunity : he 
was deaf to my prayers of being permitted 
to ſee my regretted companion once again, 
and ceaſed not to urge me with rough per- 
ſuaſions and even menaces, to become his 
by the moſt ſacred ties. Ah! Madam,“ 
continued ſhe, turning to her mother, © he 
threatened your poor Ulmer: with the 
Knute; and ſuch a horror I then conceived 


of the barbarian, that in a fit of deſpair, I 


refuſed my meals, and determined to elude 
his violence by death. This reſolution, 
which my conduct ſufficiently intimated, 

6 | alarmed 
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alarmed him, and I was immediately treated 
with greater indulgence. T he wiſh of ſeeing | 
once more thoſe | loved, and the gleam of 
hope which the mitigation of his ſeverity 
inſpired me with, induced me to give up my 
raſh plan, and again I took ſuſtenance. — 
Moretz was now more than uſually abſent 
from his lodging ; and one day not obſery- 
ing any one to obſtruct my flight, I was ir- 
riſiſtibly impelled to attempt an eſc2pe from 
his power: fearleſs of what became, of me 1 
ruſhed with ſudden violence into the ſtreet, 
and ill · prepared as I was for flight, attempted 
to haſten from the ſpot where his return was 
momentarily to be expected: but unuſed 
to traverſe the frozen ſnow, which treacher- 
ouſly glided from beneath my trembling 
limbs, my appearance and terrified gait ex- 
cited the attention and laughter. of all the 
Ruſſian boors who beheld me, and Moretz 
had no difficulty in tracing: my unaſſurod 
ſteps. When I had crept to ſome diſtance 
from his deteſted habitation, I: looked with a 
an eager eye at every faſt cloſed door, and 
| | | had 
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had juſt obtained courage to aſk admittance 
into one of them, when the Coſſack Zap- 
pavo appeared like a terrible viſion before 
me. He was juſt entering into the houſe I 
had fixed upon, but upon ſeeing me he 
ſtarted, and ſeized my arm ere I could at- 
| tempt to fly. 


« What would you,” exclaimed he, 
m with my Livonian ; and who informed 
you of her dwelling ?” 

I found, by theſe interrogations, that 
my beloved Phedora was near me, and 
eagerly petitioned him to let me ſee her for a 
moment : he heſitated, yet I believe my 1e- 
queſt would have been granted, had not 
Moretz himſelf in the interim, ſnatched me 
from him with a countenance of malice fo 
deadly, that I turned from it in the utmoſt 
horror, Zappavo. ſoon ſucceeded in clear- 
ing himſelf from the ſuſpicions the ſavage 
had formed of his treachery and connivance 
at my ill · adviſed eſcape, and all the weight of 
his fury then deſcended upon me, I was 

| cruelly 
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cruelly denied the fight of my dear fellow- 
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fufferer ; and as Moretz dragged me back 
to his abode, I was again threatened with the 
puniſhment of the Knute. I now wept and 
trembled no more at the ſound, but heard 


his outrages with ſullen deſpair : he ſeemed 


ſurpriſed that he had no longer the power of 
terrifying me, and condeſcended to mix en- 
treaty with menace. Still however, I was 
refuſed the conſolat ion of a momentary con- 
verſation with Phedora, though the wretch 
affirmed that ſhe had ſet me an example 
worthy of imitation, by having given her 
band with a good grace to his friend Zap- 
pavo. At length J loſt all hopes of deliver- 
ance, and was faſt bending beneath my 


| wretchednefs, when the voice of my father 


ſtruck my ear like the ſoft whiſpers of ſe- 
raphs to the departing ſoul. I know not 
what followed, till I found myſelf in the arms 
of my mother, and ſaw my dear Phedora 
freed like myſelf from. bondage. Could 1 


now behold Mr. Leuhaupt recovered from 
the 
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the wound he received in my defence, I 
ſhould know no other wiſh.” 

Then I think you will ſoon be without 
a care,” ſaid Phedora, with vivacity ; “ for 
Ivan has already recovered his ſpirits and ap- 
petite, and in that caſe health and ſtrength 
ſeldom fail to follow.“ 


Ulmer {ſmiled at this ſally, and the gaiety 
of their looks drew the Counteſs from a pain- 
ful reflection on the ſufferings of her 
daughter, who was fondly embraced by both 
her parents; and Phedora ſeeing them 
much affected, reminded Madame Rectzizi 
that the hour in which ſhe had never failed 
to viſit Ivan was paſt. 


I thank you, my good Rubenſki,” re- 
plied ſhe ; nothing ought to induce me to 
neglect him: at this moment I eſpecially 
feel my obligation to him. 


The Counteſs then led the way to the 
apartment of young Leuhaupt, who of a 


temper 
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_ temper naturally impatient to exceſs, felt 
with peculiar ſeverity every ſpecies of dif. 
appointment, however trifling it appeared in 
itſelf. 


| Phedora was very ſenſible of this circum- 
ſtance, but ſhe wiſhed not any of the Count's 
family to perceive the foibles of her friend 
Ivan, and would often a& the part of an in- 
dulgent fiſter, by endeavouring to ſcreen 
them from obſervation. The Counteſs ſe- 
cretly ſmiled at theſe affectionate efforts, and 
gave them a motive they were never meant 
to convey ; whilſt Ulmeri, whoſe growing 
partiality for the invalid would not allow her 
to ſuppoſe that he poſſeſſed any fault either 
of diſpoſition or temper, beheld the inſinuat- 
ing attentions by which Phedora ſoftened his 
little aſperities, as the effect of an attachment 
his conſtant love had taught her to feel. She 
then imagined that ſhe had been miſtaken 
in conjecturing that Caſſimir was beheld by 
the lovely orphan with an excluſive pre- 
ference ; and the pain it gave her to think 
ba thus 
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thus, ſhe imputed to ſiſterly fondneſs, by pre- 
concluding that her brother's happineſs 
would be blighted by this circumſtance. 


When the party entered the chamber of 
Ivan, Phedora as ſhe had expected, found 
him chagrined and out of ſpirits becauſe ſhe 
had been unavoidably compelled to delay 
her attendance upon him: to diſſipate his 
gloom, ſhe ſmiled upon him with more than 
uſual ſweetneſs, and flew with an alacrity 
Ulmeri could not exceed, to execute his 
wiſhes before he could fignify them. His 
eyes then ſparkled wich returning good- 
humour, and he was too much delighted to 
perceive, that in proportion as his counte- 
nance brightened, that of the fair Ulmeri 
was clouded with thoughtfulneſs. Her 
mother feared that the relation ſhe had fo 
recently made had affected her mind with 
ſadneſs, by bringing anew to her recollection 
the diſtreſſing hours of her captivity ; and 
by the moſt tender marks of affection, en- 
deavoured to make her forget them. 

| « Baniſh 
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I Baniſh the paſt from your memory, my 
child,” ſaid the Countels, and let us think 


only of our happy re- union.“ 


Ulmer: bluſhed deeply at this exhorta- 
tion, and forced herſelf to appear what ſhe 
was far from being at that inſtant, eaſy and 
cheerful. When ſhe was alone with Phe- 
dora however, ſhe inſenſibly fell into a re- 
verie ſo profound, that her young friend felt 
| alarmed at her total ſilence and want, of 
motion. : 

« Ulmeri,” ſaid ſhe, gently taking her 

hand, wall you tell your Rubenſki what ſo 
ſeriouſly occupies you Jull now ?” 
I am thinking,” replied ſhe rather 
_ abruptly, that if Caſſimir ſuppoſed, as I 
did I confeſs, that he was dear to you, he 
will find himſelf cruelly miſtaken.” 


The countenance of Phedora changed 
more than once at this unexpected reply, 


delivered in a manner entirely new from 
Ulmeri, 
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' Ulmeri, and ſhe was too much confuſed to 
attempt any audibJe comment upon it. At 
length ſhe burſt into tears, and with a voice 
broken by exceſſive emotion, inquired what 
ſhe had unwittingly done to offend, where 
ſhe moſt wiſhed to avoi offence, Ulmeri 

vas ſoftened by the grief ſhe lad occafioned, 


and forgot all the anger that had recently 


found place in her heart : her ſoft nature 
could not long ſupport the umbrage jealouſy 
bad made her conceive agunſt her friend, 
and ſhe wiped away her tears yet more haf- 
tily than ſhe had cauſed them to flow, 


« Forgive me, my dear Phedora,” ſhe 
exclaimed ; forgive my ill- humour, and 
forget that it could ever influence me to 
give you pain; you who are never more 
happy than when you can mitigate the griefs 
of others.” 


Phedora readily granted the amneſty ſhe 
demanded, but earneſtly entreated to learn 
the 
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the cauſe of the unuſual aſperity Ulmeri 


confeſſed ſhe had felt. 


4] ſcarcely know myſelf,” replied the 


fair Pole, in much confuſion : © but tell me, 


has not Caſſimir acknowledged for you the 
ſame kind of attachment as that of Ivan 
Leubaupt?“ 

« Oh no!” interrupted Phedora haſtily, 
« never! Nor have I the preſumption to 
think,” ſhe added, heſitatingly, that I 
could—that he would ever ——“ 

* 

The deepeſt crimſon now dyed her cheeks, 
and her eyes could only glance at intervals 
towards thoſe of Ulmeri. 


« But fay—tell me, deareſt Phedora,” 
cried the ſiſter of Caſſimir, if he were to 
return now and ſolicit your love, would you 
deny it to him?“ | 

« Oh do not aſk me,” replied ſhe, in a 
gentle whiſper ; I muſt not think of him 
he muſt not — to think of me. Can 1 


ever 
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ever obliterate from my memory the bene- 
ficence of your noble parents, their rank, 
their wealth—or can I ever ceaſe to remem- 
ber the humility and poverty of my own ?” 

« You mean, then,” ſaid Ulmer, in a 
diſappointed tone, © to accept the hand of 
Ivan ? In that caſe, poor Caſſimir will have 
to regret his ſuperior birth; and I know not 
of what advantage it will be to him, if it 
ſhould deprive him of happineſs.” 

« But why ſhould you ſuppoſe,” aſked . 
Phedora, timidly, © that he thinks at all of 
the humble Rubenſki?“ 

From what Rubenſki herſelf has related.“ 
„ Good Heaven!” what have I pre- 
ſumptuouſly uttered 2”? 

Nothing preſumptuouſly,”” returned 
» MVlmeri ; © the ſimple narrative betrayed his 
entiments; and dear Phedora, I did hope 
that I had diſcovered yours too.“ 

« Oh what have you diſcovered ?” ex- 
umed ſhe, in great agitation : © alas! I 
telated his kindneſs and generous compaſſion 
d the Count and Counteſs likewiſe; what 
ſuſpicions 
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fions of admiration and gratitude have led 


ſuſpicions may not my too heedleſs expreſ- 
them to form !” 

They cannot have conceived any to 
your detriment ; but you do not tell me,” 
faid Ulmer), eagerly, what I moſt wiſh to 
hear. Will you diſcourage the paſſion of 
Ivan Leuhaupt—can you behold his tender- 
neſs, and refuſe to make him happy?“ 


Phedora, exceedingly embarraſſed, kney 
not what to reply: from the gonverſation 
that had paſſed relating to Caſſimir, ſhe 
feared that if ſhe ated as her heart but too 
readily prompted, her conduct would ſeem 
to indicate expectations ſhe moſt wiſhed her 
benefaQors not to ſuſpect her capable of en- 
tertaining. On the other hand, Ulmeri had 
plainly evinced the deep and uncommon in 
tereſt ſhe took in all that related to Ivan 
and Phedora diſcerned without any great 


 &a wy 


effort of penetration, the motive by whic 
ſhe had been momentarily actuated to treaWan 
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her unkindly, againſt the native ſweetneſs of 
her temper. 


« Say, dear and gentle friend,” cried the 
lovely orphan, what you would wiſh me to 
do, and your Phedora will adopt your ſenti- 
ments with as much alacrity as though they 
had been conceived 1n her own fimple, yet 
affectionate heart.” 


Ulmeri careſſed her tenderly, and with a 
countenance of embarraſſment, inquired if 
ſhe loved Ivan. 


« As a brother and friend,” returned 
Phedora; „and even as ſuch he is not ſo 
dear to me as his ſiſter Catherine, who is 
more patient, more amiable I think, and of 
a mind and diſpoſition as gentle as thoſe of 
my Ulmeri.“ 


The fair Pole ſmiled at the compariſon, 
and in a whiſper ſo low that her accents 
were ſcarcely diſtinguiſhable, confirmed all 
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the conjectures of Phedora, by avowing for 
the impetuous Leuhaupt, a partiality that 
would not acknowledge any of the demerits 
his favoured Rubenſki tacitly imputed to 
him. 

« And now confeſs to me,“ continued 
Ulmeri, „do you not feel the ſame ſenti- 
ments for Caſſimir?“ 


Again the cheeks of Phedora were covered 
with a ſudden crimſon, and again ſhe trem- 
blingly recurred to her poverty, her inſigni- 
ficance, and the rank of Rectzizi. But 
Ulmeri, conſcious herſelf of cheriſhing an 
imprudent attachment, appeared eager to 
obtain in her friend, a confidant who from 
ſympathy as well as indulgence, wou!d 
liſten to her without the power or inclina- 
tion to blame the indiſcretion in which ſhe 
equally ſhared. This was not generous ; but 
Ulmeri perſuaded herſe!f, that in drawing 
almoſt forcibly the painful ſecret from the 
boſom of her friend, ſhe was extremely ad- 
| vancing 
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vancing the intereſts of her brother Caſſimir, 
whole praiſes and thanks ſhe thought herſelf 
ſure of receiving, when ſhe ſhould have an 
opportunity of imparting to him her exer- 
tions in his favour. With this idea, ſhe 
would not reſt until ſhe had extorted from 
Phedora a confeſſion that ſhe thought Rect- 
z1z1 the moſt amiable of human beings ; and 
that if (ſhe were in a ſituation to aſpire to his 
love, ſhe ſhould think herſelf the happieſt of 
her ſex to obtain it : yet even this was ut- 
tered with tears and ſelf-· reproach; nor could 
all the importunity . of Uimeri force from 
her an aſſent to the warm wiſhes ſhe profeſ- 
ſed of ſeeing them ſhortly united. She 
readily promiſed however, that neither en- 
treaty nor compulſion, even were he ſo ſitu- 
ated as to fear it, ſhould prevail with her to 
accept the vows of Ivan. 


With this voluntary engagement Ulmeri 
was (atisfied ; and when they re- appeared be- 
fore the Counteſs, ſhe obſerved with ſome 
lurpriſe that they ſeemed to have exchanged 
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characters within the laſt half hour, as Phe- 
dora had caught the penſive countenance of 
Ulmeri, and given her in return her own 
vivacity and playful ſmiles. 


Tour gravity, my dear Phedora,” ſaid 
ſhe, „is not in ſeaſon ; for Leuhaupt has 
juſt obtained permiſſion to leave his cham- 
ber and fit with us: ſo baniſh.this ſudden 
thoughtfulneſs, and receive him with your 
ulual gaicty.“ 


Phedora never felt leſs inclined to obey 
her benefactreſs; ſhe tried however to look 
_ cheerful, but her countenance fell in ſpite of 
every effort to the contrary, and the ſadneſs 
which had ſpread over her heart extended 
even to the ſmile ſhe had forced upon her 
features. | 


The Counteſs ſaw the effort, and ſaw its 
total failure; and calling Phedora to her 
with an affectionate air, I will not inquire,” 

{aid ſhe, * why I ſee you thus, becauſe you 
appeal 
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appear unwilling that I ſhould obſerve this 
little tranſitory cloud; but if your chagrin 
ariſes from any miſunderſtanding with our 
impetuous Ivan, I will impart to you ſome 
news that will annihilate it in a moment, 
that we may make him ſenſible our vexation 
is not to laſt until he chuſes to extend the 
olive branch. 


« The Count,” added the, ſmiling at the 
bluſhes which overſpread the countenance 
of Phedora, * is now ſoliciting to have our 
worthy friends recalled from Caſan; and as 
he has very little doubt of his ſucceſs, you 
may hope to embrace them at the cloſe of the 
next month at fartheſt.” 

„% Oh Heavens!” exclaimed Phedora, 


eagerly, claſping her hands, is this indeed 


true! Oh beſt and moſt beneſicent of hu- 
man beings, when my heart cheriſhes a. 
thought it would not avow to you, may it 
burſt with the cxecrable poiſon of its own 
ingratitude!“ | 
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The confuſion of Ulmeri at this apo- 
ſtrophe was painful to exceſs, and ſo appa- 
rent, that had her mother directed a look 
towards her at the moment, ſhe muſt have 
perceived an agitation too powerful to have 
been excited, merely by the occaſion or the 
conſequent emotion of Phedora ; but for- 
tunately Madame Rectzizi was then occu- 
pied in raiſing her young friend from the 
ground, where ſhe had thrown herſelf in the 
humility of her acknowledgment. 


„ Tet not your tranſports overcome you 
thus, my ſweet Rubenſki,” ſaid the Counteſs; 
e but compoſe your ſpirits, for Ivan is com- 
ing, and I wiſh him yet to remain ig grant 
of the efforts of the Count, at leaſt whilſt the 
ſmalleſt ſhadow of uncertainty remains as to 
their entire ſucceſs.“ 


Phedora ſtruggled to comply with the 
intimation of Madame Rectzizi, and her 
manner ſoon grew calm, though her counte- 


nance ſtill remained impreſſed with the 
varied 


e 
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. varied agitation ſhe had experienced, when 
. Ivan entered the apartment. He inſtantly 
perceived it, and her cold cautious reſerve 
towards him, which her acquaintance with 
the ſentiments of Ulmer, almoſt unknown 
to herſelf inſpired, ſoon infected him with 
the gloom the Counteſs had fo lately re- 
marked in Phedora, 


With a good-humoured intention, ſhe 
drew her daughter out of the room, that the 
little quarrel ſhe ſuppoſed them to have had, 
might be immediately adjuſted. Ulmeri 
looked back and ſighed, as ſhe unwillingly 
followed her mother's ſteps, and Phedora 
felt equally uneaiy ; for ſhe dreaded the vio- 
lence of Ivan's temper, when ſhe ſhould be 
compe!led to inform him of the total diſap- 


tion which' the partiality of the fair Pole 
ſeemed to promiſe him, prudence and grati- 
tude for the tender and invanhle goodnels 
of the Count and Counteſs Rectzizi, forbade 


* . 


point ment of his hopes: and whilſt friend- 
ſhip whiſpered her to point out the conſola- 
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the impulſe. Diſtreſſed and unknowing 
how to act, ſhe remained ſilent after her 
friends had quitted the apartment, whilſt 
Ivan gazed upon her anxious and downcaft 
face with mixed anger, love, and ſorrow. 


At length he broke filence with an excla- 
mation upon her capricious conduct, and his 


own unhappy deſtiny. 


« It was but yeſterday, Phedora,” cried 
he, «© that you delighted my ſoul, by thoſe 
ſweet ſmiles which uſed to play round your 
lips without any intermiſſion of ſullen and 
cauſeleſs diſregard. Why do you thus tor- 
ment me by cold looks and ſtudied indif- 
ference ? I have ſcarcely ſeen you for a mo- 
ment ſince you charmed me by thoſe endear- 
ing teſtimonies of affection that gave me to 
hop e our good friends did not flatter me, 


when they talked ſo ſoothingly of our mu- 


tual love and approaching union. How can 
I then ſo dae offended you?“ 


Phedora 
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Phedora had expected this expoſtulation, 
but was entirely unprepared to reply to it: 
for it was not in her power to explain her 
motive for an inconſiſtency fo glaring, with- 
out betraying the ſecret of Ulmeri; nor 
could-ſhe without this explanation, convince 
him that the conduct of which he com- 
. plained, did not reſult from a diſpoſition to 
coquetry, which ſhe moſt fincerely abhorred, 
She inwardly lamented too, that her ſiſterly 
cares had been ſo entirely miſconſtrued both 
by the Count, the Counteſs, and himſelf ; 
and could not help feeling a conſiderable 
degree of anger towards Ivan for the aſſured 
manner 1n which he had advanced this opi- 
nion, and urged expectations ſhe was 10 
little inclined to fulfil, 


Influenced by her diſpleaſure, ſhe warmly 
pointed out to him the error he was in, and 
aſſerted that her regard for him aroſe from 
his being the ſon of her firſt and moſt revered 
friends, and the brother of her early and be- 
loved companion Catherine, and defired 
M 5 him 
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him to be aſſured that it would never weap 
another form. 


Ivan told ber in a ſudden fit of anger, that 
he was well convinced of it; “ but why,” 
added he, © did you ſo ſuddenly withdraw 
from me even the fymptoms of this cold re- 
gard you talk of? If yeſterday I was thought 
worthy of thoſe ſweet attentions you be- 
ſtowed upon me, why do you not only diſ- 
continue them to-day, but look upon me 
with ſuch contemptuous indifference ?” 


Phedora, ever candid and ingenuous, was 
ſtruck dumb by this queſtion, the force of 
which ſhe felt very fully. 


« You ſcorn to anſwer me,” ſaid Ivan: . for- 
merly you never puniſhed me by reſtrain- 
ing your uſual kindneſs, without being able to 
aſſign as the cauſe of it, ſome good action 
which I had omitted, or ſome improper one 
which my too buſy evil genius had led me to 
commit: but now Phedora, you are altered; 


3 | you 


ſou 
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you can treat me witch coldneſs when I merit 
compaſſion. Time and abſence, which have 
been incapable of deadening the impreſſion 
you made on my heart, have totally effaced 
me from yours, and even the ſiſterly affection 
you ſpoke of juſt now, like an expiring flame 
flaſhes only at intervals.“ 


his reproaches, which were far more mode- 
rate than ſhe had expected: I am not 
altered; nor is the friendſhip, which from 
our childhood I have experienced for you, 
at all diminiſhed. But be content with 
this dear Ivan, and aſk no more.“ 


- 


laſt words, than his impatience drowned the 


more pleaſing .emotions the firſt part of her 
ſpeech had created. 19 


« Bid me be fatisfied,” cried he in a rage, 
to ſee you laviſh all the tenderneſs of your 
ſoul upon another, whilſt I am honoured 
M 6 with 


4 No, no,” cried ſhe, ſenſibly affected by 


Young Leuhaupt no ſooner heard theſe. 
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with juft as much portion of your attention, 
as enables you to diſtinguiſh and point out 
to my tortured conſcience all thoſe faults 
and follies which from our early years you 
have fo accurately obſerved.” 


Phedora now attempted to ſpeak, but he 
continued in a voice of paſſion which wholly 

3 \ . overpowered hers.—*< I know for whom 1 
5 am deſpiſed and rejected: it is for Caſſimir 
| Rectzizi you reſerve yourſelf, who meant to 
> foften your baniſhment to Caſan by his pre- 
ſence and his cares, ! But is it quite right 
Phedora, and juſtifiable in one who never 
deviates from the ſtricteſt propriety too, to 
accept and return an affection which might 
not perhaps be authoriſed by thoſe for whom 
you profeſs the utmoſt veneration and gra- 
titude? Would the Count and Countels 
think you, conſent very readily to the wiſhes 
of their {on ?” 


The agony of Phedora, which his loud 


and angry mention of {RO s name ex- 
cited, 


PHE DORA. 253 
cited, had increaſed ſo rapidly that ſhe was 


no longer able to endure the frantic re - 
proaches of Ivan. 


« Hold !” cried ſhe, with a vehemence 
almoſt equal to his own ; © before I can 
reply to you, I muſt be the wretch you ſeem 
to think me: till I am ſo abject, I ſhall not 
anſwer your queſtions, or notice your cruel 
injuſtice further than by the diſdain it 
merits. From henceforth be aſſured I 
ſhall not wound your ears by any comment 
upon your failings, becauſe I ſhall not be ſo 
ſolicitous to behold you freed from them.” 


Her voice was now overcome by ſobs, and 
the tears guſhed unreſtrained from her eyes. 
Ivan was ſtartled by a degree of. anger ſo 
unuſual to her, and ſtill more ſhocked at her 
anguiſh : he perceived that ſhe was. moſt 
ſeriouſly offended, and was meditating in 
what manner he might appeaſe her, when 
Ulmer, who from an adjoining apartment 
diſtinguiſhed her brother's name uttered in 
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accents of rage, followed by the audible diſ- 
treſs of Phedora, fervently bleſſed the chance 
that had drawn her mother from the ſpot 
where ſhe likewiſe might have overheard the 
ſcene ; and ſhe haſtened to put an end to it 
by her preſence. 


In the countenance of Ivan was pictured 
the diſturbance of his ſbul, and the fever 
which had accompanied his wound had not 
more contributed to his pallid appearance, 
than the conflict of emotions he ſuſtained : he 
was walking to and fro with a tottering and 
unequal ſtep, which indicated the weakneſs 
he was too much agitated to be ſenſible of. 
Ulmeri ſhuddered with terror and tender 
anxiety when his figure firſt met her eye; 
and forgetting every thing but the potent 
apprehenſions that aſſailed her, ſhe conjured 
him in a ſoothing voice to calm himſelf, 
leſt he ſhould renew the malady he was yet 
ſcarcely freed from. | 


Ivan 
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Ivan replied not; but intimated by a mo- 
tion, that he wiſhed her to direct her friendly 
attentions to Phedora, whoſe deep and fre- 
quent ſobs ſtill ſpoke the diſtreſs of her 
mind. Ulmeri obeyed, and approaching 
her weeping companion, though her eyes 
ſtill at intervals followed the motions of 
young Leuhaupt, tenderly inquired the cauſe 
of a torrow ſo poignant and fo ſudden, — 
Phedora had no voice to give the required 
explanation ; but ſhe opened her arms as if 
to receive all the conſolation her friend was 
willing to offer, 


«© Compoſe yourſelf, dear Rubenfki, 
cried the gentle Ulmer, © and tell me the 
occaſion of this ſtrange miſunderſtanding, 
that I may endeavour to remove it.“ 

« Oh no,” returned ſhe in accents 
ſcarcely intelligible, © I cannot forgive the 
barbarity of Ivan; nor does he wiſh me 
again to become what till now I have never 
ccaſed to be, the ſincereſt of his friends.” 


Ulmer 
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Ulmeri expected him to diſavow this 
charge; but he appeared not to hear it ;— 
and having thrown himſelf into a ſeat, preſ- 
ſed both his hands to his forehead, and at 
length uttered a deep groan, that terrified 
the fair Pole; and totally overthrew the re- 
ſerve which had hitherto governed her par- 
tiality. She flew to him, and in the wildeſt 
alarm entreated him to inform her how ſhe 
could alleviate his ſufferings. | 


« Deareſt Ivan,” ſhe exclaimed, © how 
could you thus endanger a life fo precious? 
You are 1ill—you are in pain—let me call 
aſſiſtance !” 


She then darted away, and young Leu- 
haupt whoſe attention had been irriſiſtably 
awakened by her tender zeal, caſt a look of 
gentle reproach at Phedora, who though 
much ſoftened by the agony he appeared to 
_ endure, ſtill remembered his offence with 
conſiderable reſentment. 


Ulmer! 
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Ulmeri ſoon returned, accompanied by 
her mother and ſome attendants ; and by 
the direction of the Counteſs, Ivan was con- 
veyed to his chamber. As Ulmer: could 
not follow him thither, ſhe choſe to remain 
with Phedora, who inſtead of the conſolatory 
language ſhe fully expected to be greeted 
with, was obliged to hear reproaches for her 
cruelty to young Leuhaupt. 


6 And now, I fear,“ continued the fair 
Pole, he will have a relapſe of that horrid 
fever, and not live to obtain the forgiveneſs 
you ſo harſhly denied him.” 

« Hedid not require any from me,” faid 
Phedora ; “ and ſurely if you had heard 
him accuſe me of ſelfiſhneſs, ingratitude and 
deception, you would not wonder that un- 
ſolicited, I ſhould not be forward to offer it 


to him.” 


Ulmeri, biaffed by her fears for the ſafety 
of Ivan, was not however much inclined to 


allow that her friend had acted entirely right; 


and 
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and as Phedora found it impoſſible to con- 
vince her of it, ſhe reſolved to liſten to her 
complaints 11 filence. 


In about half an hour the Counteſs re- 
entered with a very ſerious aſpect, and re- 
garding her favoured Rubenſkt with a fixed 
look, How is this Phedora ?” ſhe ex- 
claimed: * is it poitible that you can be of 
ſo implacable a nature as to refuſe to be re- 
conciled to our filly Ivan, when he fo bit- 
terly repents his offence, whatever it may be? 
I confelis,” added ſhe, ſtill more gravely, 
«* my curioſity is excited to know what he 
can have ſaid or done to merit a reſentment 
ſo violent and n 


The confulion of Phedora was almoſt too 
painful for endurance at the ſubſtance of this 
ſpeech, and the manner in which it was ut- 
tered : ſhe was each moment on the point of 
falling at the feet of the Counteſs, and 1n re- 
lating the ſuſpicions with which Ivan had 
wounded her integrity, eatreat her not to 

believe 
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believe that ſhe nouriſhed a viper in her 
boſom; but fear and timidity reftrained her, 
and not being able to reply with openneſs 
and candour, ſhe ſtood filent and abaſhed 
before the earneſt gaze of Madame Rectzizi. 


« You do not wiſh to confide in me, I 
perceive Phedora,” faid ſhe ; “perhaps my 
advice might be of ſome ſervice to you 
however I wiſh not to importune you : a& 
from the dictates of your own inclination and 
judgment.“ 


She then haſtily left the room, deſiring 
VUlmeri to follow her. 


ce I ſee,” exclaimed Phedora to her com- 
panion, who lingered behind, that I have 
loſt the friendſhip of one, whom next to Mr. 
and Mrs. Leuhaupt, I moſt revere in the 


world!“ 5 
“No, no,” returned Ulmeri; © forgive 
poor Ivan, and all will yet be well” 


« Do 
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„ D0 you know what he charged me 
with?“ aſked Phedora. 

« ] can gueſs: but is it, dear Rubenſki, 
ſuch a very great crime to be unhappy and 
jealous ? If fo, I am almoſt as guilty as he is.” 


The voice of the Counteſs now called her 
away; and Phedora left to her own reflec- 
tions, found that it was poſſible to be miſer- 
able, though devoid of jealouly. As ſhe fat 
muſing on the waywardneſs of her fate, now 


ſcorning all concealment, and fully reſolved 


inſtantly to diſcloſe every ſecret of her hcart 
to her benefactreſs, and the next moment 
ſhrinking even from the thought with diſ- 
may, the door of the apartment haſtily 
opened, and inſtead of Ulmeri whom ſhe 


expected to ſee, Caſſimir Rectzizi appeared, 


Phedora ſtarted up and was ſpringing for- 
ward to meet him, but the recent reproac nes 
of Ivan as powerfully checked her motion, 
and with a bluſbing downcaſt air, ſhe 
waited his greeting in filence, His agita- 
tion 
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tion was hardly inferior to hers, though it 
had nothing of ſurpriſe in it; and like hers 
the pleaſure which for the firſt moment had 
accompanied it, was immediately repreſſed. 


He expreſſed however his ſatisfaction on 
beholding her in ſafety under his father's 
roof, and immediately inquired for his mo- 
ther and ſiſter. 


& Twill ſeek them,“ ſaid Phedora, with a 
trembling voice; © but will you pardon my 
impatience, if I firſt entreat you to inform 
me of the welfare of my beloved friends?“ 


«© The Leuhaupts ?” returned he; © the 


worthy - miniſter 1s well, and our amiable 
Catherine ——* | 
But Mrs. Leuhaupt !” interrupted ſhe, 
much alarmed. 

She has been indiſpoſed,” replied Caſ- 
fimir haſtily ; I will tell you every particular 
you wiſh to learn, when I have embraced 
my mother and Ulmer.” 


Phedora 
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Phedora inſtantly left him as he ſeemed 
to wiſh her abſence, and flew to inform the 
Counteſs of his arrival, though ſhe naturally 
imagined the domeſtics muſt already have 
announced it to her: but a Ruſs ſervant 
who. had accidentally opened the door to 
Caſſimir, happened to be too much in- 
toxicated to comprehend him, and the im- 
patience of the young man would not ſuf- 
ter him to hold a long parley ; he therefore 
entered the. firſt apartment he reached, in 
which the appearance of Phedora had de- 
tained him. | 


She found Madame Rectzizi in earneſt 
converſation with her daughter, whoſe tears 
and countenance of diſtreſs evinced how in- 
tereſting it had been to her. Phedora had 
ſcarcely uttered half her ſentence, when the 
Counteſs ſtarted up, and ruſhed towards the 
room where ſhe ſuppoſed her beloved Caſ- 
ſimir was waiting to bchold her, with all the 
fond affection he had ever diſplayed for his 
mother. Ulmeri followed with almoſt equal 

precipitation; 
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precipitation ; and the conſcious Phedora, 
reflecting that her preſence was unwiſhed- 
for-and unrequired, remained alone, whilſt 
her ſaddened ideas repieſented her as being 
unintereſting, neglected, and forlorn, 


She had ſtood for ſome time with her eyes 
fixed upon the ground, and her poſture un- 
changed, when the Counteſs ſent to requeſt 
that ſhe would paſs into the chamber of Ivan, 
as ſhe herſelf was at preſent unable to ſee 
him; and added an injunction not to ap- 
priſe him of the arrival of her ſon. Phedora 
was little inclined to diſcloſe this circum- 
ſtance to the impetuous invalid; and {till 
leſs by acceding to the firſt part of the com- 
mand, did ſhe feel diſpoſed to ſubject herſelf 
to the ungovernable ſallies which Ivan was 
unable to reſtrain, when any event interfered 
between his wiſhes and the completion of 
them. She did not however dare at this 
juncture, to diſobey the Counteſs, and with 
a ſlow ſtep and heavy heart, crept to his 
apartment. 
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He was dozing; but her gentle motion 
could not diſturb him; and willing to avoid 
his notice when he awoke, ſhe placed herſelf 
ſo that he could not obſerve her. His nurſe, 
who was a Muſcovian, was in a ſleep much 
more profonnd than that of her patient, 
whoſe frequent ſtarts and ſentences, half 
pronounced, ſhowed him ill at eaſe. Phe- 
dora often heard her own name murmured 
in accents that excited her pity; and when 
on waking he eagerly called for ſomething 
to allay his thirſt, ſne preſented the beverage 
with her uſual ſweetneſs of aſpect, tempered 
however by the melancholy languor that 


| had ſcized her ſoul. 


Ivan, ſcarcely diſengaged from his ſlum- 


ber, almoſt imagined ſome miniſtering angel 


had borrowed her form to quiet the diſtrac- 
tion he felt for having offended her, as he 


thought beyond forgiveneſs : he knew the 


delicacy of her mind too well, not to be con- 
ſcious when his rage had ſubſided, of the 
heinous 
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heinous light in which ſhe conſidered the 
accuſation with which he had wounded her, 


Is it indeed Phedora,”” cried he, after 
having eagerly ſurveyed her for a moment, 
« who thus condeſcends to ſoothe the 
wretchedneſs of her penitent Ivan, by per- 
mitting him to behold that ſweetly forgiving 
countenance?“ 

« Compoſe yourſelf,“ returned ſhe, 
alarmed at the wildneſs of his looks, „and 
do not ſuffer your vehemence to render the 
wiſhes and cares of your moſt reſpected 
friends ſo entirely vain,” 

e will become all they defire to ſee me,“ 
cried Ivan, catching her band, “ if you will 
tell me that it is poſſible I may regain the 
intereft I have fo fooliſhly loſt in your heart.“ 

«For the ſake of your family,” replied 
Phedora, © whom I ſo ſincerely love, your 
welfare can never be indifferent to me: but 
if you are not calm and filent, I muſt goand 
complain of you to the Counteſs.“ 


VOL, 11. N He 


with the injunction, leſt ſhe ſhould leave 
him as ſhe threatened ; and Phedora ſeated 
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| He looked diſappointed ; but complied 


Herſelf as before, where he could not remark 
the deep reverie ſhe longed to indulge. He 
remained quiet for ſome time; but at length 
ſtarting up with his uſual impetuoſity, he 
ſuddenly removed the curtain that was be- 
tween them, and beheld her in an attitude of 
dejection, meditating with an air fo penſive 
and ſad, that he could no longer preſerve 
the ſilence ſhe had impoſed on him. 


« Has my folly made you thus unhappy, 
Phedora ?” cried he. If I could ſuppoſe 
it, my remorſe would be {till more painfully 
excited than it has been. But no; I am 
not of conſequence enough in your eyes to 
make you ſo ſeriouſly uneaſy, though my 


. unfortunate temper may give you a momen- 


tary ſhock.” 
Do you then really find it impoſſible,” 
returned ſhe, unwilling to notice the purport 


of his ſpeech, © to attend to the re- eſtabliſh · 


ment 
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ment of your health. Why wilt you perpe- 
tually irritate the fever that torments you, 
by theſe ſudden and violent emotions which 
make even thoſe ſtart who are not enervated 
by fickneſs ? See, you have awakened Alex- 
pwna, who was ſleeping ſo ſoundly !” 


The nurſe now. prevented any further con- 
ſerſation, by jumping up and mechanically 
preſenting to her patient the beverage he 
night perhaps have called for in vain, had 
not his offended Rubenſki been ſent to him 
by the Counteſs ſo timely. Phedora, who 
had been wiſhing for an opportunity of mak- 
ug her eſcape, now gently glided out of the 
rom before he perceived her retreat, and 
thus avoided both conteſt and entreaty.— 
Her firſt impulſe was to ſteal into the pre- 
ſence of the altered Rectzizi, and aſſure her- 
elf, if his coldneſs and diſinclination to con- 
erſe with her even for one ſhort moment 
ll continued, now he had ſeen his mother 
ad ſiſter; or if it had merely been excited 
N 2 by 
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by his impatience to behold them after ſc 
long an abſence. 

« Oh Rectzizi,“ thought ſhe, as ſhe 
moved with a trembling ſtep to the apart 
ment where ſhe had left him, * how muc 
more amiable did you appear in my inexpe 
rienced eyes, in my native village ; whe 

you partook with good-humoured eaſe the 
homely meal we offered, and intereſted your 
ſelf with ſuch gentle humility in all our con 
cerns. But in this great town all our na 
tures become more imperfect; even the fot 
tempered Ulmer! is ſometimes peeviſh, Iva 
is more paſſionate and boiſterous, I feel more 
unhappy, and you Caſſimir, are no longe 
the condeſcending Rectzizi who uſed to look 
ſuch tender pity for my deſtitute and orpha 
ſtate.” 
Phedora knew not that the ſecret inclina 
— tion which was daily gaining ſtrength in he 
heart, by imperceptible degrees throws of 
the pleaſing colours it imparts whilſt y: 
in its infancy, to every ſurrounding object 
and when checked in its progreſs and 
blighted 
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ature the bitterneſs of that gall wich which 
keorrodes the mind it governs. 


CHAP. VIII. 


0 „ Theſe ſha)l the fury paſſions tear, 
« The vultures of the mind 
« Or pining Love ſhall waſte their youth, 
q « Or Jealouſy with rankling tooth, 
« Thatinly gnaws the ſecret heart, 
« And Envy wan, and faded Care, 
«6 Grim-viſaged comfortleſs Deſpair, 
« And Sorrows piercing dart.“ 


"of the apartment, a ſudden motive of deli- 
gay checked her ſtep : Caſſimir had evi- 

cently appeared to wiſh her abſence, and his 
4M mother had indirectly enjoined it by requeſt- 
Wing her to attend Ivan. But ſhe recollected 
that Rectzizi had ſaid Mrs. Leubaupt had 
been ill, and ſhe perſuaded herſelf that 

anxiety to hear more particularly concerning 


ber precarious health, was her chief induce- 
N 3 | ment 


blichted in its growth, ſpreads throughout 


WIEN ſhe found herſelf before the door 


by 
, 
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ment in ſeeking him. She immediately 
opened the door, and beheld Caſſimir encir- 
cled by his father, his mother, and his ſiſter, 
who equally charmed at his unexpected re- 
turn to his family, welcomed him with fond- 
neſs and delight. Phedora felt unequal to 
the taſk of interrupting the harmony of ſuch 
a moment, by inquiries which could only be 
intereſting to thegroupe before her from their 
benevolence of diſpoſition ; and having ſtood 
a few ſeconds irreſolute, was again retiring, 
% when Ulmeri ran to her, and drew her 


forward. 


Madame Rectzizi ſpoke to her with more 
than even her accuſtomed kindneſs ; and the 
Count, giving her the appellation of his good 
and amiable ch1ld, aſked how ſhe had left her 

friend Ivan. Caſſimir alone neither regarded 
her with complacency, nor ſpoke to her with 
thoſe accents of gentle compaſſion ſhe had 
been ever wont to hear from his lips : he was 
indeed wholly filent. She wondered and 


fighed anew at the change, and that ihe 
might 
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might not appear to obtrude upon him with- 
out a motive, ſummoned courage to addreſs 
berſelf immediately to him, in an earneſt but 
mournful entreaty to be informed of the 
fituation of the beloved Leuhaupts, and 
more particularly that of her dear and inva- 
luable ſecond mother, as the few words he 
had dropt relating to her indiſpoſition had 
much alarmed her. 


Rectzizi would have replied, but his mo- 
ther prevented him; and after a few mo- 
ments ſpent in preparing Phedoia for un- 
pleaſant intelligence, which ſhe endeavoured 
to ſoften by the tendereſt careſles, ſhe ac- 
knowledged that Mrs. Leuhaupt was no 
more. Phedora appeared thunderſtruck by 
this afflicting news, and ſtood motionleſs and 
tearleſs as though her ſenſes had been num- 
bed by the ſtroke. 


% My dear child,” faid the Counteſs, © I 
was unwilling, to protract an inquietude that 
muſt have ended thus at laſt : let me ſee that 


N 4 „ 


How . © — 5 
— GR no. —— ̃ !l IC 
_ a 
= 
* 


1 
_ 


— 


. 


272 HE DORA. 


you have the fortitude J imagined you ca- 
pable of exerting. I do not mean to check 
the firſt impulſe of your forrow—let it flow, 
reſtrained only by reaſon and religion, and 
they will unite with time to heal the ſeverity 
of your grief. Weep your worthy your loſt 
friend, my good Phedora; but forget not 
that in me you poſſeſs another who will en- 
deavour to ſupply her place to you.“ 


Phedora ſighed deeply, and a ſhower of 
tears followed the kind exordium of the 
Counteſs, who making a ſign to her huſband 
and Caſimir to accompany her, left the af- 


fied orphan to the ſiſterly care of Ulmeri. 
She ſeemed now to have loſt anew her ever- 
zegretted grandmother : the death of Mrs. 
Leuhaupt ſevered one of thoſe ties which 
bound her in union with her fellow-creatures, 
and ſhe felt as deſolate and forlorn as when 


the good widow Rubenſki was conſigned to 


the earth, a period which all the ſubſequent 
kindneſs of the good miniſter and his family 
| could 


% 
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could not efface the anguiſh of from her 
memory. 


For the firſt two or three days ſhe wept 
her loſs with undivided ſorrow ; but after 
that period, the ſtrange neglect of Caſſimir 
would glide into her imagination, and ſteal 
away a few of thoſe tears ſhe gave to the 
memory of her maternal friend.. 


She became folicitous to know how Mr. 
Leuhaupt and Catherine had borne an afflic- 
tion ſo keen, and commiſſioned Ulmeri to 
learn 1t of her brother. 


« Would you not be better pleaſed Phe- 
dora,“ returned ſhe, “ to hold the conference 
with him yourſelf ?” 

Oh no, no!“ cried Phedora,. colouring 
deeply, « I with not to obtrude my conver- 
lation upon any one who ſo evidently avoids 
it. Ah! Ulmeri, I bluſh at the ſuppoſi» 
tion I allowed you to form, and at the con- 
ſeſſion you afterwards drew from me; and IL 
N 5 ſhalt: 


— = 
— AV. — — ——— — - * — — 


274. HE DORA. 


ſhall be miſerable unleſs you promiſe that 
not a ſyllable of my regretted oy ſhall ever 
eſcape your lips.” 

« ] will not,” replied the ſiſter of Rect- 
Zizi, © mention any circumſtance to this 
ſtrange Caſſimir upon which you wiſh me to 
be filent : yet I confeſs I am curious to learn 
why he is ſo changed; as I know you too 
well, dear Phedora, not to be convinced that 
you did not exaggerate in your undeſigned 
picture of his-partiality for you. My father 
has likewiſe remarked a peculiar alteration of 
manner in him, ſince he met him at the 
Kremlin fo + unexpectedly and ſent him 
home to us: his aſpect was at firſt, he ſays, 
open and lively; but in proportion as he 
converſed with him, his brow became over- 
clouded with that goon from which it has 
never. ſince been clear 

*] cannot forgive an ” exclaimed Phe- 
dora, for the preſumptuous expectations I 
muſt have diſplayed, or why ſhould Ivan as 
well as yourſelf, ſo fatally miſconſtrue. my 
narrative? I ſhall not. know. a moment of 


peace,” 
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peace,” ſhe continued, “ until you aſſure me 

that you will not give your brother the re- 

moteſt hint of what has unhappily paſt upon 

the ſubje&, nor even ſpeak of me in any way 
to him, unleſs, indeed, ſhe heſitated, “he 

condeſcends to name me—but it does not 

appear probable that he will. I dread the 

zeal of your friendſhip, my ſweet Ulmeri— 

and indeed it is better that. he ſhould treat 
me with contempt and difregard, that I may 
not merit both the one and the other from 
the Count and Counteſs.” 


V Be 53 mat. AS wh ARR Goh. 


Ulmeri tried to evade giving this pro- 
miſe ; but the earneſt importunity of Phe- 
dora at length extorted it from her, though 
ſhe felt extremely unwilling to forego an 
explanation, which nothing but the conti- 
nual abſences of Caſſimir from home had 
hitherto delayed.. 


TY ww 


; The death of Mrs. Leuhaupt had been: 
/ concealed from Ivan, that his illneſs might 
f not.be further increaſed by the grief he could 
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not but feel, for the loſs of a mother who 
had loved him with a tenderneſs almoſt un- 
paralelled; and as he muſt have perceived 
the uncommon diſtreſs of Phedora in the firſt 
effuſion of her ſorrow, ſhe was kept from his 
chamber where his vehemence had again 
confined him, upon pretence of indiſpoſition. 
But the anxiety of Ivan, upon hearing this 
cauſe aſſigned for her non- appearance, was 
nearly as prejudicial to him as if he had been 
informed of the truth, and the Counteſs was 
obliged to call upon Phedora to put on a 
look of compoſure, and accompany her to 
the apartment of the invalid. His ſolicitude 
was conſiderably appeaſed on beholding her, 
even though her countenance was pale and 
langnid, for he had perſiſted in aſſerting that 
ſhe muſt be dangerouſly ill. x From this 
time ſhe viſited the fick chamber in concert 
with the amiable Madame Rectzizi and 
Ulmeri, who giving the rein with unthink- 

ing facility to the partſãtity that governed 

her, became each day more charmed with 
the 


r 


- 


le 


the turbulent, yet generous and intereſſ ing 
character of young Leuhaupt. | 


At length their united cares re-eſtabliſhed 
his health, and then the Counteſs, whom he 
both loved and revered, undertook the un- 
pleaſing taſk of breaking to him the news of 
his mother's deceaſe. He received it as ſhe 
expected, with violent emotions of grief ;— 
but theſe were more eafily calmed than the 
gentler ſorrows of Phedora, whole cheek no 
longer glowed with the vivid bloom of health, 
and whole eye, often fixed upon the ground 


with intenſe thoughtfulneſs, ſpoke a heart 


ill at eaſe. 


As there was now no further occaſion to 
conceal the, return of Caſſimir from young 
Leuhaupt, they ſaw each other when Ivan 
was permitted to leave his apartment, and 
Rectzizi remained at home diſengaged from 
the duties of his profeſſion, to which he at- 
tended with ſuch uncommon zeal, that his 
mother complained of having almoſt as little 


of 
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ol his ſociety as when he was a thouſand verſts 


diſtant from her. The young men how 
ever, far from exhibiting any ſigns of grow- 


ing friendſhip, appeared every time they 


met, to regard each other with increaſing 
coldneſs and diſlike. Ivan had forced him- 
ſelf to acknowledge with profeſſions of gra- 
titude, the protection Rectzizi had extended 
to his family; they were heard with an at- 
tention equally conſtrained, and the ſubject 


was no more revived. 


Young Leuhaupt had now no further 
pretence for remaining under the roof of the 
Count; and though extremely unwilling to 
quit it whilſt it likewiſe ſheltered Phedora,, 
he was compelled, whilſt. he energetically 
thanked his noble friends for their unex- 
ampled condeſcenſion and goodneſs, to inti- 
mate that he would no longer intrude upon 
their hoſpitality. But the worthy Count, 
who had obſerved with concern the vehe- 
mence of his temper, oppoſed his removal, 
and deſired that he would not have another 

home 
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home whilſt he continued at Moſcow ; as at 
his houſe there would be leſs probability of 
his embroiling himſelf with the drunken Ruſ- 
ſians, an accident to which he was doubly 
expoſed from his own irritability, and the 
circumſtance of his being a Livonian. 


Ivan received this friendly propoſition with, 
all the gratitude it merited, and. Ulmeri was 
equally, though more ſecretly delighted with. 
it. Phedora could not be ſo ſelfiſh as to feel 
ſorrow at an event, that would moſt probably 
ſpare Mr. Leuliaupt and Catherine any ad- 
dition to their preſent grief from the impru- 
dence of Ivan ; but ſhe was conſcious that. 
his reſidence 1n the fanuly would give him 
numberleſs opportunities he could not other- 
wiſe have procured, of teizing her with his 
importunity. 


Caſſimir alone heard of his father's Hoſpi- 
tality with any ſymptom of diſſatisfaction, 
but he endeavoured to diſperſe all appear- 
ances of. it in his uſual coldneſs and reſerve. 


His 
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His mother ſaw and mourned the change in 
his temper and diſpoſition, for which ſhe 
could not in any way account; and having 
more than once vainly urged him to confide 
the anxiety under which his mind evidently 
laboured, to her tenderneſs, ſne gave up her 
uſeleſs exhortations, and left to time both to 
diſcover and ſoothe the ills ſhe had tried to- 
probe without ſucceſs. 


The Count at length announced to Ivan, 
that his worthy friend Leuhaupt, and his 
daughter, would be at Moſcow as ſoon as the 
meſſenger he had diſpatched with the news 
of their recall could reach Caſan, and con- 
duct them back. 


% Your merit and ſervices, added the 
Count, “ were the pleas I. moſt ſucceſsfully 
uſed.” 


This new inſtance of benevolence quite 
overcame poor Ivan, who almoſt wept his 


thanks in an effuſion of gratitude too power- 
9 ful 
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ful to be expreſſed by words, or reftrained to 
totah ſilence, 


| Phedora likewiſe felt a ſtrong emotion of 
joy, in the delightful expectation of being 
again preſfed in the paternal arms of her 
moſt ancient friend, and relating to her be- 
loved Catherine all her cares and {prrows ;— 
but it was ſeverely checked by the remem- 
brance of the heavy loſs they had mutually 
ſuſtained, and ſhe knew not whether moſt to 
wiſh or dread the firſt moment of meeting. 


The Counteſs ſoon became alarmed at the 
fixed melancholy which had ſeized her, whoſe 
influence affected her health almoſt in a pro- 
portionate degree with its effect upon her 
ſpirits: and young Leuhaupt, who had be- 
held it with mingled jealouſy and concern, 
was half diſtracted when he learnt the fears 
of the Count and Madame Rectzizi, leſt the 
continued indulgence of a grief ſo obſtinate 
ſhould have the moſt fatal conſequences.— 


Nor was Ulmeri {ſcarcely leſs diſtreſſed at the 
deſpondency 
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deſpondency of her friend: ſhe gueſſed the 
cauſe, and well knowing how to pity cher 
ſenſations, vainly entreated to be abſolved 
of the promiſe, which the delicacy of Phe- 
dora had extorted from her. 


Since the Counteſs had conceived hopes of 
Mr. Leuhaupt's preſence at Moſcow, ſhe 
had ſecretly determined not to urge her 
young favourite on the ſubject of Ivan's paſ- 
ſion, as ſhe now wiſhed it to receive the ſanc- 
tion of his father's conſent before her interfe- 
rence had rendered it any further ſucceſsful ; 
and Phedora, though ſhe knew not the mo- 
tive of this forbearance, was extremely plea- 
ſed to be freed from arguments and perſua- 
ſtons ſhe was compelled to liſten to with re- 
ſpe, whilſt her ſoul revolted from the con- 
ceſſions they were expected to produce. 


On the day of Caſſimir's return to his fa- 
mily, ſhe had been too much agitated to 
inquire of Ulmeri it the converſation with 


her mother, which her precipitate entrance 
bad 
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had interrupted, related in any degree to 


Ivan or herſelf: but in a calmer moment, 


when it occurred to her recollection, ſhe 
learnt that the Counteſs had expreſſed a ſe- 
rious diſpleaſure at what ſhe termed the 
cruel coquetry of Phedora towards young 
Leuhaupt, and had deſired her daughter to 
exert her influence with her companion to 
lay it afide, or the conſequence might be 
ſerious to that impetuous young man. 


6 This hint of Ivan's danger,” continued 


 Ulmeri, drew from my eyes thoſe tears you 


obſerved, and which my mother whol:y im- 
puted, I believe, to the effect of my friend- 
ſhip for you, which could not but be 
wounded by the unuſual harſhnels of her 
expreſſions.” 

* The Counteſs then ſuppoſes,” ſaid Phe- 
dora, exceſſively ſhocked, that I had en- 
gaged myſelf to return this teizing partiality 
of Ivan ? Oh how could ſhe think but I 
will undeceive her when next ſhe ſpeaks to 
me upon the ſubject,” | 

She 
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She could not however, now meet with 
this opportunity of revealing to the preju- 
diced Madame Rectzizi her independance 
with regard to young Leuhaupt ; and her 
native timidity, joined to a conſciouſneſs of 
the motive that might be imputed to her in- 
difference for him, prevented her from for- 


eing the ſubject when ſhe found that it was 
avoided, | 


She perceived with unſpeakable pain, that 
Caſſimir never condeſcended upon any oc- 
caſion, either trifling or of comparative im- 
port, to notice or reply to any indifferent 
remark ſhe ſometimes purpoſely ventured to 
make 1n his preſence, and that he invariably 
fixed his eye upon ſome perſon or object in. 
the room, that happened to be the fartheſt 
removed from her vicinity. This conduct 
wounded her moſt cruelly ; nor could all her 
reſolution prevent her from deploring the 


_ contempt and diſdain with which his indit- 


ference appeared to be accompanied : and 
her regret was deepened, from the fear of 
deſerving 
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deſerving the mortification ſhe endured, by 


having diſplayed even to him the preſump- 
tuous ſentiment ſhe endeavoured in vain to 
extinguiſh, This thought ſickened her very 
ſoul, and threatened to deſtroy the fatal pre- 
poſſeſſion ſhe contemned, by deſtroying, the 


exiſtence with which it was interwoven. 


The time of Mr, Leuhaupt's expected 
arrival at Moſcow drew nigh ; but no event 
however intereſting to her, could wean her 
mind from the painful idea it perpetually 
dwelt upon; and at length Caſſimir, not- 
withſtanding his ſtudied attention to avoid 
if poſſible, even glancing a tranſient look 
towards her, could not help internally re- 
marking her altered countenance, and till 
more altered manner : he ſaw that her inno- 
cent gaiety was fled, and the foft yet vivid 
bloom that uſed to adorn her cheek had 
wholly vaniſhed. He was ſhocked at the 
change, and ſought to obtain from Ulmeri 
the cauſe of it, yet without appearing too 
directly 
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directly inquiſitive where he had been ſo 
pointedly negligent. | 


Two days paſſed without his being able 
to find his ſiſter alone; for ſhe no longer 
wiſhed for an opportunity of converſing with 
him unobſerved by his mother, becauſe ſhe 
deſpaired of gleaning any ſatisfaction from 
the knowledge of his ſentiments. On the 
third morning however, the Count and Ivan 


happened to be out, and the Counteſs occu- 


pied in ſettling ſome family concerns: he 
met Ulmeri as ſhe was tripping through an 
antichamber in her way toan adjoining one, 
where Phedora was ſolitarily employed in 
tormenting herſelf with the moſt mortifying 


ſuppoſitions. Caſſimir eagerly ſtopped her 


progreſs, and fearful of being interrupted, 
led immediately to the ſubject he wiſhed to 


diſcuſs. Ulmeri was pleaſingly ſurpriſed at 


the anxiety his features expreſſed, and offi- 
ciouſly dwelt upon the general alarm the 
fettled melancholy of Phedora excited : he 
ſeemed much ſtartled at the intelligence, 


which 
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which his perpetual abſences rendered en- 
tirely new to him, and in a hurried voice de- 
manded why ſhe was thus unaccountably de- 
jected, with a proſpe& of happineſs before 
her expreſsly of her own choice. a 

« Ah brother you are miſtaken,” cried 
Ulmer ; © our poor Phedora is far from 
being happy.” 

% What mean you ?”” exclaimed Caſſimir, 
fill more agitated. 

„Inquire of herſelf,” replied his ſer ; 
« ſhe is in the next room.“ 


After a moment of heſitation, he followed 
this advice, and Ulmeri rejoicing that ſome 
ſort of explanation muſt neceſſarily enſue, 
ran to her mother, to prevent her from 
interrupting the interview, by contriving 
to keep her buſily employed where ſhe 
then was, or otherwile amuſing her attention. 


Caſſimir gently opened the door to which 
his faſter had pointed, and beheld Phedora 
loſt 
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loſt in thought, her tears rolling unheeded 
over the hand that penſively ſupported her 
pale cheek. This ſight ſtruck his nerves 
like the ſhock of electricity: he flew to- 
wards her, and with the look he had worn 
in Livonia, the {ame accents, the ſame tender 
ſolicitude, inquired with trembling emotion 


why ſhe wept. 


Phedora, in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, and 
diſbelieving her ſenſes, found however that 
his tremor was contagious : ſhe could not 
help ſecretly aſking herſelf, if there were not 
two Caſſimirs, reſembling each other in per- 
fon, but different far different in diſpoſi- 
tion. He ſaw her ſurpriſe, and felt the tacit 


reproach it conveyed, 


« Deareſt Phedora !” cried he, © forget 
for a moment the reſentful diſdain you muſt 
behold me with, to tell me why you are 
unhappy, and if I, whom you once called 
your friend, can ſerve you?“ 


22 cc Yes 
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« Yes in truth called you my friend!“ 
returned ſhe, agitated by a mingled ſenſa- 
tion of ſurpriſe and delight, * you were my 
friend—I know not how I have forfeited 
your eſteem.” | | 

« have indeed been miſerable,” added 
ſhe, burſting into freſh tears; “but when I 
ſee Mr. Leuhaupt and my gentle Catherine 
I ſhall forget my ſorrows.” | 

Tell me,” exclaimed Caſimir, * how 
thoſe regretted ſorrows were excited ? Who 
could be ſuch a wretch as to blight the 
amiable vivacity which played with a charm 
ſo engaging in that delightful countenance.” 


The cheeks of Phedora now glowed with 
bluſhes, and her eyes ſparkled with return- 
ing brilliancy through the drops that trem- 
bled in them; but they declined under the 
earneſt looks of Rectzizi, and her lips refuſed 
the intelligence he aſked. A ſuſpicion of 
the truth then ſhot acroſs his mind, and 
amidſt the delight it infuſed into his heart, 
he Sould not avoid experiencing the ſevereſt 
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| ſelf-reproach, for having ſo obſtinately per- 
ſevered in rendering her as well as himſelf 
unneceſſarily unhappy. 


« And could you ſuppoſe,” cried he, © that 
you no longer poſſeſſed my warmeſt eſteem ; 
that it was poſſible you ſhould for a moment 
loſe the tender and lively intereſt with which 


you inſpired me the firſt inſtant I beheld 


you? No, my too charming Phedora——” 


He was proceeding to inform her that his 
conduct had been influenced by the anger 
and jealouſy he could not ſuppreſs, upon 
hearing from his father of her approaching 


union with Ivan, when it ſuddenly occurred 


to him, that though averſe from fulfilling 
her engagements with young Leuhaupt, ſhe 
might be compelled, trom motives of honour 
and delicacy, to abide by them : and he 
knew his rival too well to imagine he would 
permit her to diſengage herlelf from him, 


merely to reſign herſelf to another. 


This 
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This apprehenſion arreſted the. profeſſions 
which were burſting from his lips; and 
throwing himſelf at her feet, he conjured her, 
if ſhe valued his peace and returning happi- 
neſs, to impart to him ingenuouſly her ſitua- 
tion with reſpect to Iva, and how far his 
pretentions had been 0 Norited by her ap- 
probation. 


+. Phedora was eagerly beginning to juſtify 
herſelf in the eyes of Caſſimir; but ere ſhe 

had uttered two words, young Leuhaupt 
haſtily entered the room, and beheld him on 
his knees before her, whilſt her countenance 
was lighted up by the animation that had 
long forſaken it, and her whole attention 
centered in an object that blaſted at once his 
fondly cheriſhed hopes. g 
Rectzizi ſtarted up, inexpreſſibly vexed at 
an interruption ſo critically unfortunate, and 
which prevented him too, from learning what 
pretentions Ivan had to expreſs the indigna- 
0 2 tion 
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tion and rage he ſaw gathering in his coun- 
tenance. . 


For ſome moments young Leuhaupt was 


ſpeechleſs from excels of paſſion : but when 


he found utterance, his fury was vented in 
execrations againſt the daſtardly perfidy of 
Caſimir, whom he inſtantly challenged to 
defend with the ſword he diſgraced, thoſe 
mean arts he had ſecretly employed to ſup- 
plant him. Rectzizi, fired by the oppro- 


brious invectives the ungovernable emotion 


of Ivan prompted him to urge, readily ac- 


ceded to the propoſal, but attempted to 
argue upon the neceſſity of firſt quitting his 
father's roof, as he urged that he was not ſo 
blinded by a ſenſe of injury, as to ſully the 
hoſpitality of the Count, by attacking any 
gueſt he introduced there. 


Ivan was however deaf to reaſon, and 
drew, regardleſs of the preſence of Phedora, 
who ſat terrified and motionleſs, liſtening to 
all that paſſed without the power of compre- 

hending 
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hending a ſyllable, and only able to gather, 
from the menacing looks and actions of Ivan, 
the dreadful irritation of his mind. But 
when ſhe beheld him aiming the point of his 
{word at the breaſt of Rectzizi, ſhe uttered a 
piercing ſhriek, and darting between them 
with a ſudden ſpring, had almoſt received 
the death intended for her beloved Caſſimir. 


Her eſcape was wonderful, and young 
Leuhaupt, dropping the weapon, ſhuddered 
at the horrible miſchief he had ſo nearly 
committed. The wild ſcream Phedora had 
uttered, brought the Counteſs, her daughter, 
and ſeveral domeſtics, into the room: but 
theſe laſt Rectzizi had inſtantly the preſence 
of mind to diſmiſs. 


« Oh Madam!” exclaimed Phedora, 
panting for reſpiration, oh Ulmeri, fave 
him, he will elſe be murdered !” 


„Who, who?“ they both aſked. 


O 3 
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The Counteſs eagerly looking round for 
further information, obſefved the unſheathed 
{word of Ivan lying on the floor: ſhe faw 
too that Caſſimir could have had little chance 
of defending himſelf againſt it ; for the in- 
dignant and paſſionate reſentment of his ad- 
verſary had prevented him from diſcovering 
that whilſt he was ſo furiouſly urging him 
to hoſtilities, he had not any weapon by his 

fide, 


« What 1s the meaning of all this?” de- 
manded Madame Rectzizi: “is it poſſible, 
Mr. Leuhaupt, that you could attempt to 
take the life of my ſon, even under the roof 
of his father?“ 


The impetuous choler of Ivan again boiled 
over at this queſtion, 

« Yes,” he cried in a voice of rage, © baſe 
as he is, I would have avenged myſelf like 
a man of honour, though I gave him an 
opportunity of cloſing his perfidy, by rob- 

bing 
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bing me of exiſtence, as he has already rob- 
bed me moſt infamouſly of happineſs.” 

“This is too much,” cried Caſſimir ;— 
J can no longer endure your ſlanderous 
aſperſions : ſtay, aſſaſſin, till I can procure 
my ſword, and I will then meet * as I 
ought.” 


Ulmeri, unable to endure the conſcious 
accuſations this ſcene excited in her boſom, 
caught the arm of Ivan as he advanced to- 
. wards her brother, and with a look and voice 
of agony exclaimed, © I alone am to blame 
hear me, dear Leuhaupt, and check for a 
moment your miſtaken reſentment.“ 

« Caſimir,” cried the Counteſs, at the 
ſame inſtant, let not the vehemence of this 
raſh young man, force you into an action hu- 
manity and reafon condemn. Endeavour 

to be calm, and inform me whence this ſtorm 
aroſe?“ 


The blood mounted to the cheeks of 


Rectzizi at this interrogation, and whilſt he 
04 heſitated 
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heſitated for an anſwer, Phedora threw her- 

ſelf at his mother's knees, and in accents 
almoſt unintelligible, endeavoured to ſay 
that his compaſſion for her had drawn upon 
him the ſuſpicions of Ivan. 


« Ah! Madam,” ſhe continued, “ ſend 
me from you, puniſh me in any way for 
being the involuntary cauſe of ſuch alarm in 
your revered family ; but do' not believe in- 
ſinuations to the prejudice of your fon : his 
Pity for me alone——” | 
« Pity !” interrupted Ivan, fiercely, © I 
ſaw him proſtrate at your feet—I ſaw your 
looks of love, falſe, ungrateful that you are!“ 
« Ts it indeed thus, Caſſimir?“ aſked the 
Countels, in a ſolemn tone. 
« That he ſaw me kneeling,” returned he, 
« do not deny. But that I have com- 
mitted an action to which diſhonour can be 
affixed, is an unjuſt and falſe inference.” 
Mr. Leuhaupt,” ſaid the Counteſs, 
J have been biaſſed, I perceive, by a par- 
tiality that has miſled me ; and I have your 
| | pardon 
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pardon to receive for the injuſtice my opi- 
nion has done you in this inftance. Will 
you,“ ſhe added, © fo far oblige me as to re- 
tire a few moments: if you {till feel any in- 
tereſt for Phedora Rubenſki, let it ſatisfy 
you to know, that in this houſe ſhe ſhall no 
more outrage the regard you have evinced 
for her, by weakly liſtening to the abject in- 
ſinuatiorls of a leſs worthy young man.” 

« Hear me, Madam,” cried Rectzizi, 
eagerly ; * ſtay, Mr. Leuhaupt.“ 

« You will infinitely oblige me by not 
attending to him,” interrupted his mother. 


Ivan then, after ſome reluctant heſitation, 
retreated ; yet he could not behold the ex- 
treme diſtreſs of Phedora, without feeling 
his wrath towards her at leaſt, very much aſ- 
ſuaged; and notwithſtanding his violence 
and impetuoſity, had not Caſſimir been pre- 
ſent, he could not have forborne teſtitying 
his diſpoſition to accommodate the quarrel, 
however imprudent ſuch a conceſſion might 
have been, had ſhe really been guilty of the 

| O 5 premeditated 
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premeditated deceit he had accuſed her of 
in the firſt tranſports of his jealouſy. 


When Ivan had withdrawn, tlie Counteſs 
deſired Phedora to riſe; for the ſeverity of 
her laſt ſpeech had wounded her to the ſoul, 
and ſhe clung, with an entreating motion, 
to her knees, where ſhe {till remained in an 
agony of impatient ſorrow, at being thus re- 
probated without the means of proving her 
innocence. Ulmeri'was thunderſtruck-; tor 
ſhe had never before witneſſed the keeneſs 
of reprehenſion that accompanied tne diſ- 
pleaſure of her mother; and though deſirous 
of appropriating to herſelf all the cenſure ſhe 
merited upon this occaſion, ſhe was unable to 
articulate a ſingle ſentence, Whilſt Caſ- 
ſimir, with a diſordered pace, walked up and 
down the room, exhibiting a countenance 
ſtrongly marked with all the tumuituous 
emotions of his ſoul, 


« Ulmeri,” ſaid the Counteſs, after a 
pauſe, the friend and companion whom 
5 chance 
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chance fo ſingularly preſented to you, I once 
recommended to your ſiſterly affection, and 
held up to your obſervation as a model 
worthy of your imitation : but I now with 
to point out to you, that no heart can be {rce 
from guile that can meditate and ſucceed in 
the concealment of a propenſity, which in 
the ſtropgeſt mind is generally betrayed to 
eyes of the weakeſt diſcernment : I ſpeak of 
the bias which in youth eſpecially, we tcel for 
one particular object; yet fo artfully, has 
this been gloſſed over by a mutual affecta- 
tion of coldneſs and diſtance between he- 
dora and your brother, that 1 have oftcn 
wondered at the diſregard, two young people 
not unamiable in their perſons and manners, 
have invariably teſtified for each other. 


Be careful, my daughter, not to ſuffer your 
affections to be attached to a man whom a 
glaring difference of rank and fortune for- 
| bids you to look up to without preſump- 
tion, or to level yourſelf to without mean- 
neſs > It marks in a young woman an ill-go- 

| O 6 verned 
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verned fancy, and a judgment void of guid- 
ance, and is not therefore the only irregula- 
rity into which ſhe will ſuffer her mind to 
wander, When I recommended to your 
notice the gentleneſs and pliancy of temper 
of Phedora Rubenſki, I did fo becauſe I ſup- 
poſed they were accompanied by fincerity 
and ingenuouſneſs ; for what are tractability 
and ſoftneſs of manners without theſe, but 
| habitual and odious hypocriſy, entrapping 
applauſe and kindneſs by practical falſehood 
and diſſimulation.“ | 


Ulmer: now experienced a ſenſat ion fo 
diſtreſſing, that ſhe almoſt ſunk under it, 
and Caſſimir redoubled his pace with an air 
of yet greater agitation : yet he choſe to wait 
the entire filence of his mother before he 
began the juſtification he panted to utter, 
becauſe he knew, that to interrupt her re- 
proaches upon an occaſion ſerious enough to 
excite them, was only to double the ſeverity 
with which ſhe renewed them. Phedora alone 
appeared to regain her compoſure in pro- 

portion 
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portion as Madame Rectzizi proceeded; for 
the bitterneſs of her animadverſions, reſtored 
a decent pride to her boſom, and enabled 
her to liſten to them with calm attention. 


— 


ce ſhould not,” continued the Counteſs, 


e thus mention in her preſence theſe ob- 


jectionable traits in her character, were I not 
convinced that nature, liberal to her in many 
reſpects, has afforded her ſufficient ſtrength 
of mind to profit by my remarks, and will 
aid her to recover ſome part of the good opi- 
nion I once formed of her. I was prepared 
to regard Phedora with partiality, by the 
repreſentations of the worthy Leuhaupt, 
who when laſt we met, failed not to flatter 
his on prepoſſeſſion, by attributing to her, 
young as ſhe then was, ſuch indications of 
excellence as won my entire attention at the 
moment, and have never ſince eſcaped my 
recollection.” 

« Oh! beſt of men!” exclaimed Phe- 
dora, with energy. The Counteſs ſeemed 


rather- 
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rather diſconcerted ch the N but 
went on. 

That he endeavoured to implant into 
her mind all the virtues for which he is him- 
ſelf ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, I am well 
convinced : that ſome of theſe righteous 
ſeeds ſhould have failed is not wonderful; 
but,” added ſhe, provoked at the eaſe with 
which Phedora heard her, „that a proper 
humility and acknowledgment of error ſhould 
be wanting in the mind he tutored, is to me 
aſtoniſhing indeed“ 

« No, deareſt Madam, moſt beneficent 
of friends! in me they are not wanting,” 
cried Phedora, earneſtly ; © neither ſhall the 
| ſincerity of confeſſion with which they ſhould 
be accompanied. Ah! Madam, I ſhall in- 
deed profit by your kindly cruel remarks : 
but it will be my pride to ſhew you, that my 
mind 1s not ſo abject as to have laid afide for 
one moment the meanneſs of my own origin, 
whilſt 1 have contemplated your exalted ſta- 
tion, and thoſe ſtill more exalted ſenti- 
ments of univerſal benevolence that ennoble 

you; 
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you ; becauſe no power by which the hu- 


man frame can be affected, will ever efface 


from my grateful heart the remembrance of 
that bounty by which, unknowing my bene- 
factors, and unknown by them, my exiſtence 
has been preſerved : I can never forget it, till 
the unſeen hand that ſweeps equally relent- 
leſs over the great and the humble, ſhall bid 
me ceaſe to breathe. My judgment,” ſhe 
added, in a ſofter tone, may want the pa- 
ternal guidance, without which J have yet 
{carcely ever acted, but my inclinations point 
to virtue, and they ſhall never know another 


magnet.” 


« The reſolution is laudable,” faid the 


Counteſs, after a pauſe, * perſevere in it, and 
you can never be unhappy.” 


She then turned to her ſon, who appeared 
much affected, and aſked if he would fo far 
attend to her wiſhes as to avoid Ivan until 
ſhe had converſed with him, and ſoothed the 
juſt irritation of his mind. Caſſimir pro- 
miſed to obey her, upon condition that ſhe 

would 
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would attend with patience and condeſcen- 
ſion to the explanation of his conduct, wanch 
he was earneſt to give her. 


« Let me firſt hear the promiſed confeſ- 
fion of Phedora,” returned Madame Re&- 
Zizi ; © jf you are ſincere, you cannot fear 
but that your narratives will agree.“ 


She then togk Phedora by the hand, and 
leading her to her own apartment, informed 
her with a mild aſpect that ſhe was ready to 
liſten to her tale: But beware, conti- 
nued the Counteſs, of gloſſing over any 
part of your conduct which you may vainly 
with to conceal from my obſervation; for 
my ſuſpicions are awakened, and you will 
inevitably be detected. On the other hand, 
an open acknowledgment will win back my 
returning confidence and eſteem.” 

« Your caution, Madam,” returned Phe- 
dora, © is ſuperfluous; but ] will believe it 
to be kindly meant, and I thank you for it. 
I was predetermined, whatever it might coſt 

me, 
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me, to be candid and inform you minutely 
of the riſe and progreſs of my unhappy pre- 
poſſeſſion in favour of your fon. The con- 
feſſion, added ſhe, dropping on her knees 
before the Countels, © has eſcaped my lips 
I have dared to own it; yet theſe tears, 


© which my glowing cheeks would fain dry up 


as they fall, are not the effe& of contrition 
for the deception you ſuppoſe me to have 
been guilty of, but ſpring alone from the 
apprehenſion that I may be the wretched 
cauſe of diſunion in a family J ſo highly re- 
vere and gratefully love. I firſt ſaw Captain 
Rectzizi about ſeven years fince —” 


“So far back?“ interrupted the G 


with ſurpriſe. f 

« Yes, Madam; I was ta. caly ton years 
old and lived with my grandmother in the 
hamlet where I was born. Your fon com- 
manded a foraging party, which was con- 


ducted by chance or the evil fortune of the 


inhabitants, to our village. His humanity 


prevented the unneceſſary cruelties which 
are ſometimes practiſed, and he forbade his 
| men 
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men to accumulate the miſeries of poverty 
upon the helpleſs and the aged: but whilſt 
his attention was elſewhere engaged, ſome 
ſoldiers entered the cottage of my venerable 
parent, and perceiving her inability to make 
known their outrage te their Commander, 


for her limbs were almoſt uſeleſs, they ſeized 
upon all that we poſſeſſed in the world, 1 


had entered our litt'e habitation but a few 
minutes before, and the terror with which 1 


had ſhrunk from theſe men, gave way to the 


keeneſt deſpair when I beheld their unrelent- 
ing cruelty, and I followed them out with 
the moſt vehement remonſtrances, which 
their fierce, threats had not the power of 
filencing. Your ſon—ah, Madam! he 


bade my infant ſorrows to ceaſe—the ſound 


of diſtreſs, from which he never turns away, 


reached liis ear, and he flew like lightning to 


the ſpot, gave back our little treaſure, and 
his / generoſity more than doubled it. I then 
ſaw him no more till two years fince he pre- 
ſerved my life by an intrepidity that en- 


| dangered his own more precious exiſtence.” 


Phedora 
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Phedora then related her unexpected 
meeting with Rectzizi on the lake, and her 
having recognized him as her early benefac- 
tor.“ Oh Madam!” exclaimed ſhe, 
& ſimple, inexperienced as I was, I thought 
not of checking the exceſs of gratitude and 
admiration that deluged my heart when I 


reflected upon the obligations I owed to 


Captain Rectzizi, and the generous virtues 


the nature of thoſe obligations evinced.—1 


wiſhed not then to check it, and I have 
ſince found myſelf unequal to the effort. —I 
ſaw him once again at the houſe of Mr. 
Leuhaupt, and his errand was till humanity : 
I beheld him again at Dorpt, employed in 
alleviating the heavy afflictions which over- 
whelmed my revered friends, and I heard 
with extreme emotion his compaſſionate de- 
termination to accompany them in their 
exile. I grieved that I too had not the 
power of ſoftening their misfortunes ; inſtead 
of which, my hard fate doomed me to be- 
come a burthen to them, from leſſening by 
the participation they fo generouſly allowed, 
| their 
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their ſcanty means of ſubſiſtence. Your 


noble ſon endeavoured to remove t his uncaſi- 
neſs, by preſſing me to accept from him a 
penſion he delicately offered in your name, 
ſufficient to ſupply my wants: the good 
Mr. Leuhaupt declined to influence me in 
the acceptance or refuſal of it; and as I 
now began to be alarmed at the almoſt pain- 
ful fervor of my admiration for his too ami- 
able qualifications, his generous eloquence 
to induce me to receive this additional mark 
of benevolence was unſucceſsful : but I felt 
the ſame grateful ſenſations as though it had 
prevailed. I have already related to you 
Madam, the accident which ſeparated me 
from my exiled friends, and from that hour 
to your ſon's appearance in this houſe, I 
have never, you muſt be convinced, either 


ſeen or heard of him. The momentary 


pleaſure his unexpected preſence gave to my 
heart, was quickly conquered : prudence, 


humility, and a proper ſenſe of your unpa- 


ralleled beneficence, all conſpired to make 
me recolle& myſelf, and ſtifle every emotion 
| that 
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that ſeemed to indicate my unfortunate par- 
tiality : I found indeed that Captain Rect- 
zizi was very willing to aſſiſt me in this dit- 
ficult taſk, for he wore invariably and with- 
out a moment of ceſſation, the cold and 
averted countenance you muſt have re- 
marked, until this fatal morning, when he 
ſurpriſed me ſhedding the bittereſt tears of 
ſelf-reproach of anguiſh and deſpair. I 
knew not how I had offended him ; I knew 
only that the contempt and averſion with 
which he appeared to regard me, wounded 
me to the ſoul, and rendered exiſtence a 
torment to me.“ 

Inform me,“ ſaid the Counteſs inter- 
rupting her, © of all that paſſed in this inter- 
view without any reſervation.” 

Captain Rectzizi,“ reſumed Phedora, 
« advanced towards me with an air ſo dif- 
ferent from that he had lately worn, ſo re- 
ſembling the compaſſionating kindneſs with 
which he had diſtinguiſhed me in Livonia, 
that I could not avoid betraying ſome aſto- 
niſhment at a change ſo ſudden. I think he 

defired 
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| defired me to diſmiſs my reſentment, and 


tell him if he could as a friend remove my 
inquietude. I know not what reply I made; 
but I believe it was broken and incoherent, 
for 1 found myſelf moſt painfully agitated. 
Still he entreated to be informed of the ori- 
gin of my grief, and affured me he had never 
ceaſed to feel the lively intereſt he had from 
our firſt meeting conceived for me; then 
ſuddenly 1nterrupting himſelf, he thought 


proper to take that kneeling poſture in which 


Ivan found him, whilſt he conjured me moſt 
earneſtly to ſay, if I had engaged myſelf to 


accept the vows of Mr. Leuhaupt. HadI 


not been prevented,“ continued Phedora, 
&« I ſhould have told him that the partiality 
of Ivan had never been encouraged by me ; 
but on the contrary that I had uſed every 
perſuaſion in my power, to induce him to 
confine it to the brotherly friendſhip which 
alone I could receive with pleaſure, and re- 
turn with equal affection.“ 

Have you then,” cned the Counteſs, 
e no recollection of the many unequivocal 
marks 
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marks of approbation, I have myſelf witneſ- 
ſed in favour of poor Ivan, long ſince his par- 
ticular attachment has been known to you : 
but of this we will talk hereafter : for the 
preſent our firſt ſubject muſt occupy my at- 
tention. I thank you for the narrative you 
have given me; if I find it ſtrictly juſt, my 
mind will be relieved from a moſt painful 
apprehenſion. I go now to ſeek my on : 
ſuffer me, Phedora, when I return to this 
apartment, to find you ſtill here. I long to 
hear a compleat juſtification of my hitherto 
irreproachable Caſſimir, from his own lips: 
if he confirms your account of his conduct 
and your own, I ſhall again embrace you with 
an affection I ſhould be grieved to relinquiſh. 
It appears that you have both indulged ideas 
prudence ought to have taught you to ſup- 
preſs; but mere weakneſs and youthful 
follies call only for gentle reprehenſion, and 
though we muſt blame, we may likewiſe pity 
them.” 


The 


— 
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The Counteſs then departed, leaving Phe- 
dora overwhelmed with ſuch a confuſion of 
ideas, that it was ſome time before ſhe could 
rally her ſpirits ſufficiently, to look forward to 
the probable conſequences of the events of 
the morning: one circumſtance only ap- 
peared certain to her, and this was her inevi- 
table and perhaps laſting ſeparation from 
Rectzizi. 


CHAP. IX. 


— « A healthful dwelling, 
% Built for convenience and the uſe of life ; 
« Around it fallows, meads and paſtures fair: 
No faction, or domeſtic fury's rage 
« Dide'er diſturb the quiet of this place. 


NrearLY two hours elapſed before the 
Countels returned; and the interval was 
ſpent by Phedora in a varying and tumul- 
tuous emotion of regret, that ſhe muſt now 
ſhun the too amiable Caſſimir, at the mo- 
ment when he diſcarded his cruel reſerve : 
but her heart found room to pity Ulmer, 
whoſe 
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whoſe hopes and wiſhes her mother had ſo 
unconſciouſly blighted : and amidſt her own 
anxieties, Phedora likewiſe deplored that ſhe 
was doomed to diſturb anew, the repoſe of the 
revered Mr. Leubaupt, which had already 


received ſo rude a ſhock by the death of his 


wife. 


« I have been liſtening to my ſon,” ſaid 
Madame Rectzizi as the entered: © the ex- 
planation he was ſo cager to give me, tallies 
with yours, and it has confirmed the opinion 
I entertained of his ill- judged paſſion for 


you. 


Phedora trembled at this opening, which 
was delivered however in a calm and diſpaſ- 


ſionate accent, though with an air ſo unfa- 


vourably cold, that it ſcattered the lurking 
hope ſhe had unknown to herſelf, ſuffered to 
mingle with an almoſt certain aſſurance of 
diſappointment. 
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& T will tell you, Phedora, continued 
the Counteſs, © what are the ſentiments, the 
expectations and the wiſhes of Caffimir ;— 
you ſhall give me your opinion of their fitneſs 
to be complied with, of their juſtice and 
wiſdom, He confeſſed to me that he has 
Tong loved you; and owned that the diſad- 
vantageous exchange he procured with a 
brother officer, by which he was enabled to 
accompany Mr. Leuhaupt to Caſan, was 
not prompted by the generous motives we 
aſcribed to him, but by the influence of his 
paſſion, When he was ordered from thence, 
he thought not of the uneaſineſs his parents 
mult ſuffer from not knowing what was be- 
come of him, ſo much as he attended to his 
own inquietude, which primarily induced 
him to ſeek you out. When he met you, 
far from rejoicing at your ſafety, and the 
proſpe& of happineſs open as he imagined 
before you, in a ſpeedy union with the object 
of your choice (the worthy Ivan who has 
loved you ſo long) his narrow and ſelfiſh paſ- 
fion, which perhaps appears ſo amiable” in 


your 
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your eyes, made him treat you with an of- 
fenſive and neglectful coldneſs, becauſe you 
had not reſerved yourſelf for him, without 
any poſſibility of knowing that ſuch were 
his expectations: yet he is naturally juſt, 
diſintereſted, and liberal; and has a heart 
which from infancy has ever been uncom- 
monly generous and expanded. But true it 
is, that when we ſuffer our minds to be go- 
verned by an inclination which from any 
collateral circumſtance we care not to make 
known, the natural and habitual virtues of 
the ſoul become ſubject to its influence; 
they lie dormant, they diſappear, they ceaſe 
to exiſt as the intereſt of the favourite pro- 
penfity directs. | 

'  « Caſſimir now wiſhes me to meditate be- 
tween him and his father, and to become the 
advocate of his paſſion, for the gratification 
of which he 1s content to give up the noble 


expectations he might be juſtified in form- 


ing, from the partiality of his grandfather, 
whoſe favourite he has ever been in prefe- 
rence to his elder brother. In my father he 

7 well 
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well knows a moſt inveterate prejudice has 
conſtantly exiſted againſt un qual alliances, 
from which he affirms, with the concurrence 
of every reaſonable and thinking mind, hap - 
pineſs can ſcarcely if ever reſult, more eſpe- 
cially if either party be compelled to ſacri- 
fice any conſiderable degree of fortune, or 
give up any of thoſe natural friends, the 
remembrance of whoſe early love they will 
endeavour in vain to caſt from their mind, 
if that mind has ever been endued with gra- 
titude or affection. Caſſimir ſtill believes 
you to be under ſome kind of engagement 
to Ivan Leuhaupt, though he ſuſpects that 
you are unwilling to fulfil it: I ſhould once 
have thought him incapable of a wiſh to 
ſupplant any worthy young man; but he 
perſeveres in the hope of obtaining your ac- 
quieſcence in his purſuit*” | 
* What does he fancy my nature is com- 
poſed of?“ exclaimed Phedora haſtily :— 
“ does he indeed think me ſo vile, fo har- 
dened, fo loſt to every principle of equity, as 
to endure for a moment with an undaunted 
front, 
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front, the looks of reproach and ſcorn I 
might ſo well expect to meet with from his 
whole family? Could I have the heart to 
make you regret the bounty that reared me 
in childhood, and like the viper, does he fup- 
poſe that I could ſting the hand which had 
drawn me from the cold gripe of the moſt 
abject penury, warmed, cheriſhed, and pro- 
tected me? He wrongs me to think it and 
ftill leſs could I endure my own remorſe for 
an ingratitude ſo atrocious, were I in an hour 
of madnels to incur it. I have liſtened to 
you deareſt Madam, with attention, and I 
hope to retain perpetually in my memory 
thoſe remarks which have ſo forcibly ſtruck 
me: they had never before occurred to me; 
not becauſe I turned from the convicting 
voice of reaſon and truth, but becauſe I had 
never preſumed to argue within, myſelf upon 
a ſubject it would have been a'>ſu:d and un- 
principle to have thought upon at all. Ah 
beſt and moſt exalted of women ! prevent 
your ſon—he muſt be (till dear to you not- 
withſtanding his errors—prevent him from 
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drawing the diſpleaſure of his father upon 
his head, and forfeiting the favour of his 
noble relations, by any indication of thoſe 
ſentiments his better reaſon and your perſua- 
ſive arguments will ſoon lead him to abjure: 
and if you will ſtill condeſcend to beſtow a 
care upon the unhappy being before you, 
ſend me to ſome far diſtant place, where he 
may never again behold me, that the tears I 
cannot reſtrain from flowing, may never more 
move his heart to dangerous compaſſiog, and 
my wretchedneſs no longer diſturb the peace 
of a family fo revered.” 

« Let me embrace.you, my Greet Phe- 
dora,“ exclaimed the Counteſs: I now 
{ee that the worthy Leuhaupt was not miſ- 
taken, when he drew your youthful, por- 
trait in ſuch ſtrong panegyric tints. The 
Count has already learnt ſome part of the 
ſcene of this morning, when about an hour 
ſince he returned home for ſome papers of 
importance: he was compelled to go out 
again immediately, but he gave me an inti- 
mation that he expected to be informed of 
every 
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every particular relating to a tranſaction, in 
which either young Leuhaupt or Caſſimir 
muſt have been ſo extremely wrong. I can- 
not. therefore conceal from him the folly of 
his ſon, nor do I wiſh that your ſentiments, 
ſo worthy of the applauſe he will be ready to 
beſtow upon them, ſhould be kept from. his 
knowledge. Be aſſured my amiable Ru- 
benſki, that however painful your ſelf-gde- 
nial may appear to you at this inſtant, the 
conſcious approbation of your own heart, 
"the admiration and friendſhip of thoſe 
who know its worth, will ſoon ſoothe you to 
the peace you.could never have taſted, had 
you rejected the voice of reaſon, and liſtened 
only to that of paſſion. I did not I believe 
inform you,“ continued the Counteſs, © that 
Ulmer entreated a few moments of atten- 
tion from me when I quitted Caſſimir, and 
confeſſed to me a weakneſs of which I had 
little ſuſpicion. Simple child ! I will ſend 
her to you: teach her, my good Phedora, 
by the ſtrength of your example, to conquer 
a miſplaced attachment. I will diſpenſe with 
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your appearance at our table, which would 
be painful to you under the preſent circum- 
ſtances, and ſhe ſhall ſhare your retirement.” 


The Counteſs then withdrew, and Ulmeri 
a few minutes after, flew into the arms of 
her young friend, and entreated forgiveneſs 
for having occaſioned the uneaſineſs ſhe had 
that morning ſuffered. Phedora was much 
ſurpriſed at this requeſt, which ſhe could 
not comprehend, until Ulmer! related, the 
hints ſhe had given her brother, to induce 
him to that explanation which had nearly 
proved ſo fatal at the moment, and was 
likely to be ſo unpleaſing in its effects. — 
Phedora gently chid her imprudence. 


« But even this is not all,“ ſaid Ulmeri, 
bluſhing : for whilſt my mother was alone 
with you, Caſſimir contrived by exciting 
my compaſſion, to draw from me your ſen- 
- timents in his favour: and as he had no 
hopes of being permitted to ſee you himſelf, 
he made me promiſe to exhort you in his 

| name, 
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name, not to ſuffer the ſeverity of my mother 


to impel you to give him up. Perhaps I 
am again doing wrong; but JI have now 
performed my promiſe, and will urge you no 


further. Indeed I was ſo much ſhocked at 


the event of my» officiouſneſs this morning, 
that I confeſſed the ſhare I had in the miſ- 
chief to my mother, with every ſecret of my 
heart. Her patience and goodneſs have de- 
termined me to employ every effort I am 
capable of, to conquer thoſe ſentiments ſhe 
cannot approve, but I fear I ſhall find the 
taſk extremely difficult.“ 


« No, my dear Ulmer,” returned Phe- 


dora, for ſo excellent a mother, what could 
you find hard to accompliſh ? For mylelf, 
may I conjure you not to make your brother 


any further promiſes which relate to a ſub- 


ject I mult not hear of: let it be no more 
mentioned between us, and your ſociety 
which has often been my conſolation in diſ- 


treſs, will again afford me only ſatisfaction.““ 


N 5 Ulmert 
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Ulmeri acquieſced ; and thus deprived of 
the themes on which their thoughts would 
dwell in ſpite of prudence and lately ac- 
quired fortitude, their converſation was often 
broken by a penfive ſilence, and renewed 
each time with increaſing effort. | 


The next morning the Counteſs inter- 
rupted the ſtete- a- tete, and her preſence 
brought a conſcious bluſh into the cheeks of 
each fair recluſe. 


My dear Phedora,” ſaid ſhe, after hav- 
ing ſaluted them both, © the Count has heard 
from my lips of that nobleneſs of ſentiment, 
the knowledge of which has won back all my 
eſteem, and a ſtill more confiderable portion 
of admiration than you formerly poſſeſſed: 
he thinks of it as I do, and if your regard for 
the Leuhaupt family, and the many amiable 
qualities of Ivan will induce you to reward 
his long attachment, the Count propoles to 
add to the young man's income what will 
enable you both to beſtow upon his excel» 
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lent father, with the cares and attentions of 
filial tenderneſs, all thoſe comforts his age 


demands.” 
« Ah Madam !” exclaimed Phedora, « do 


not try me ſo ſeverely | What & there I would 
not ſubmit to, to return upon the head of 
that beſt of men ſome of the benefits he has 
ſo liberally poured upon mine? But only 
this one thing which you propole. Let him 


profit by your beneficence, and as for me let 


me hide myſelf in ſome obſcure corner, and 
obtain my daily bread by induſtry and toll, 
as my original deſtiny ordained.” 

% No,” ſaid the Counteſs, «© we merely 
recommend it to you not to reject the wiſhes 
of young Leuhaupt; but we will not 
abandon you, if you find on mature delibe- 
ration that you cannot prevail with yourſelf 


to comply with them, Our alternative is to 


place you in ſome family where your ſweet» 
neſs of diſpoſition and good ſenſe will be 
diſcerned, and create you friends: as you 
might not perhaps chuſe to reſide with Mr. 


Leuhaupt if you reject his ſon, and we 
8 P 6 think 
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think you will be more likely to recover your 


native vivacity in any family rather than in 


ours, as here you would be perpetually re- 
minded of an object your prudence and for- 
titude would induce you to drive from your 
memory.” 

% Deareſt Madam,“ returned Phedora, 


© let me implore you to allow me the choice 


of this kind alternative without delay. I 
know not how to meet again the eyes of the 


Count; I] dread to encounter the impetuous 


Ivan, and ſtill more I would avoid your 
„ 
4 I will mention your requeſt to my huſ- 
band: but my ſweet Phedora let me in my 
turp, entreat you not to diſcard poor Leu- 
haupt abruptly: perhaps his father or his 
ſiſter may plead his cauſe more ſucceſsfully 
than himſelf. Vou know not the miſery he 
has ſuffered ſince yeſterday: we would not 
permit him to leave the houſe as he intended 
to have done, becauſe he was not in a ſtate to 
be left to himſelf.“ | 


Ulmer, 


ty 
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Ulmeri, whoſe countenance had varied 
alternately from the deepeſt crimfon to the 
molt pallid hue during this laſt ſpeech of the 
Counteſs, now burſt into tears, and half 
diſtreſſed, half terrified that ſhe had be- 
trayed her ſtrong anxiety, threw herſelf into 
the arms of her mother. 


« Silly girl!“ exclaimed Madame Rect- 
Zizi, „once more and with encreaſed ap- 
probation, I recommend to you the example 
of Phedora Rubenſki: let it have a proper 
effect upon your mind, and I ſhall not bluſh 
for my Ulmeri. I will inform the Count?” 
added ſhe, of your wiſh my good Phe» 


dora, to leave us immediately, and I have 


little doubt but that he will readily acqui- 
eſce with a requeſt ſo delicate. But where- 
ever you are placed, whoever has the benefit 


of your ſociety, we ſhall expect to be conſi- 


dered as the moſt affectionate of your friends, 
and as two peopie whom your conduct has 


charmed and obliged.” 
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« Tam then to be deprived of your com- 
pany,” ſaid Ulmert mournfully, when her 
mother had quitted the room : © 1t 'is not 
enough that I muſt give up the fondeſt wiſh 
of my heart, but to complete my miſery, my 
dear and amiable friend muſt be torn from 
me.” 

Do you imagine,” replied Phedora, 
that I ſhall not equally regret our ſeparation ? 
But it is inevitable my gentle Ulmeri, and 
we muſt ſubmit with a good grace, to the 
trials of fortitude that await us.“ | 
« I cannot help thinking that this is an 
unneceſſary one,” returned ſhe; © my 
mother is indeed a very good woman, but it 
appears to me that ſhe 1s trying to coax you 
into all her meaſures, and even contrives to 
have you propole thoſe ſhe herſelf moſt 
wiſhes.” 

« What an air of candour,” cried Phe- 
dora with a reproachful look, < did you not 
aſſume but two minutes ſince, when you 


wept upon her boſom, and ſeemed to im- 
pPlore 
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plore the maternal indulgence ſhe fo kindly 
extended to your weakneſs! 

« That is true,” interrupted Ulmeri ; 
but in her abſence I have leiſure to reflect 
upon the facrifice ſhe exacts, and then it 
appears more painful and impoſſible, and 
brings on a fit of ill- humour.“ 

« am ſorry,” reſumed Phedora gravely, 
*« that you ſhould ſuppoſe likewiſe, it would 
be neceſſary to employ perſuaſion to induce 
me to act as I ought ; or that if the worthy 
Counteſs thought ſo, ſhe would ſtill conde- 
ſcend to treat me with a kindneſs ſo con- 
ſoling.” 

« Be not angry!“ exclaimed the fair Pole; 
« ſurely there is great merit even in being 
perſuaded to give up the happineſs not 
wholly out of your reach, from motives fo 
laudably diſintereſted,” 

« Not wholly out of my reach !” repeated 
Phedora, what can you mean?“ 

« That Caſſimir will not be prevailed 
upon to reſign you, unleſs you firſt reje& 
him: and my mother 1 believe is feartul 


that 
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that you may repent and concede, unleſs 
ſhe takes care to keep up the ſpirit of your 
goodneſs. Dear Phedora do not look diſ- 
pleaſed: I told you I was out of humour 
you know.” 

* ] did not expect this from you,” ſaid 
Phedora ; „how can you be fo cruel as to 
revive this painful ſubject? Be aſſured how- 
ever, that the apprehenſions by which you 
fuppoſe your mother actuated, are wholly 
groundleſs : for I cannot repent of having 
ſecured her approbation, and. 1 Prine it too 
highly to forfeit it.“ 


The Counteſs now re-entered, and in- 
formed Phedora that her huſband aſſented to 
the requeſt ſhe had carried him; 


« have a friend,“ continued ſhe, © at a 
ſmall diſtance from Moſcow,-to whom I can 
with ſatisfaction confide you; for ſhe is 
amiable in every reſpect, and I the leſs heſi- 
tate to engage her protection for you, as her 
preſent. ſolitude will be pleaſingly relieved 
by- 
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by a companion ſo deſirable as I ſhall re- 
linquiſh to her; and you my dear Phedora, 
will gain a friend who can diſcern your merit, 
and love you for it. Do not be alarmed 
when I tell you I ſhall inform her of the 
little agitation which has ruffled our quiet; 
ſhe can only eſteem you for the intelligence, 
and will then in every reſpect know how to 
act. One circumſtance my dear Phedora, 
I muſt previouſly propole to you : will you, 
to calm an inquietude that haraſſes me moſt 
cruelly, receive at her houſe the viſits of Ivan 
Leuhaupt? This conceſſion alone will pre- 
vent him from demanding of Caſſimir the 
ſanguinary meeting; all my explanation, re- 
monſtrance, and entreaty, have with difficulty 
with-held him from ſeeking.“ 

> « Ah Madam!“ returned Phedora, * Ivan 
Leuhaupt muſt not believe that I can ac- 


cede to his wiſhes : if he will be reaſonable, 


I ſhall ſee him with pleaſure ; but if he per- 
ſiſts in tormenting me with ſentiments I 
cannot repay as he expects, his viſits will be 
irklome to us both.“ 


« Well, 
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« Well, well,” cried the Counteſs, © of 
that we will talk hereafter ; your conſent 


obliges me beyond expreſſion, My friend 


the Baroneſs Hartten will receive my requeſt 
to-day ; and to-morrow morning I will con- 
duct. you to her.” 
« So ſoon ?” exclaimed Ulmeri. 
« Yes my dear child; Phedora herſelf no 
doubt wiſhes it ſhould be ſo.” 


The Countels looked at her for her aſſent, 
and ſhe inſtantly gave it, though not with- 
out a ſtarting tear, which Madame Rectzizi 
affected not to obſerve. | 


On the following day therefore, a cloſe 


ledge was ordered to the door at an hour on 
which Caſſimir was compelled to be with his 


regiment : but before Phedora was con- 


ducted to it, the Count deſired to ſee her. 


He relieved her embarraſſment by the moſt 
delicate praife, and embracing her with much 
affection, put a purſe of-rubles into her hand : 


when ſhe would have declined this generous 


motion, 
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motion, he enforced it with an air ſo deci- 
five, that ſhe no longer refuſed his bounty. 
Ulmeri then advanced to bid her friend 
farewell; it was accompanied by tears on 
both fides, and at length interrupted by the 
Counteſs, who led Phedora away. The 
Count put them into the ſledge, and they 
were driven with the ſwiftneſs of the wind 
from the manſion that had ſheltered her ſo 
hoſpitably from the dreaded power of Zap- 
pavo. Phedora then unable to reſtrain the 
tenderneſs ſhe had controlled fo long, burſt 
into a paſſionate flood of ſorrow, and ſobbed 


out the grief which had lain heavy at her 


heart. The Counteſs ſoothed and conſoled 
her with the utmoſt patience, and before 


they had travelled three werte, ſhe became 


more compoſed. 


Madame Rectzizi gave her a flight ſketch 
of the ſituation of Baroneſs Hartfen, who was, 
ſhe ſaid a Pole; her huſband was a German, 
and they had long been eſtabliſhed in Ruſſia, 
where his military talents were much prized 

by 
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by the ſovereign, under whom he was at that 


time ſerving with the rank of General. 


« His wife,“ added ſhe, * is à charming 


woman ; but he is himſelf a ſtrange and he- 


terrogeneous mixture of good and bad qua- 
lities.” 


In about an hour they arrived at the ha- 
bitation of the Baroneſs, at the extremity of 
the plain that ſurrounds the town of Moſ- 
cow : the ſnow and froſt which was yet bit- 
ter in the extreme, obſcured the natural 
beauties of the place, and its aſpe& was every 
way cold and dreary, preſenting to the eye 
the pale livery of winter. Some peaſants 
ſkating along the river Moſcowa, a little 


_ enlivened the ſcene, and the ſudden glympſe 


of ſledges flying at intervals over the plain, 


or emerging from woods whoſe ſtiffened 


branches glittering againſt the- ſun-beams 
that diſplayed with aſtoniſhing effulgence 
the frozen particles adhering to them, ſhewed 


that the ſpot was inhabited. 
When 
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When Madame Rectzizi's ſledge ſtopt, 
Phedora caſt her eyes round, anxious to diſ- 


cover from the diſpoſition of every object 


about her, ſome traits of the character of her 
new protectreſs: ſhe obſerved that the houſe, 
though extremely magnificent compared 
with the huts of her native place, yet ap- 
peared to her from what ſhe had ſeen of the 
manſions at Moſcow, not quite ſuitable to 
the rank of the lady who occupied it. Every 
thing was however, invitingly neat and well- 
imagined, and even the antichamber well 
furniſhed with ſtoves, made the ſhivering 
travellers forget the rigour of the ſeaſon on 
the outſide of the walls, 


The Baroneſs haſtened to meet and wel- 
come her gueſts; and Phedora then beheld 
a little woman of an aſpect lively ſweet tem- 
pered and engaging, apparently about 
thirty, whoſe clear and animated complexion 
diſplayed health and activity, and whoſe 
dark blue eyes charged with the moſt pene- 
trating glances, ſeemed for ever employed in 
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conveying to her buſy mind, freſh images of 
good-humouied yet ridiculous animadver- 
ſion to feed het fancy with. The Counteſs 
had aſſured her that her friend was amiable, 
and every appearance juſtified the report to 
the judgment of Phedora, except indeed a 
ſide look, which the little Baroneſs now and 


then indulged herſelf in, rather too much 


tinctured with the arch leer of a confirmed 


railleuſe. 


„ What have you brought me here?“ 


cried ſhe, gaily: * a complication of youth, 


beauty, intelligence, and ſweetneſs! I muſt 
have an intrenchment dug round my caſtle, 
and build a tower for watchmen, if you ex- 
pect me to give any account of my charge a 
week hence.” 

« Moft certainly I ſhall expect it,“ re- 
plied Madame Rectzizi laughing; © yet I 


am convinced your ſureſt entrenchment will 


be the exemplary prudence of this dear girl, 
and the beſt watch you can ſet will be your 


united judgments. Permit me my friend, 
6 | to 
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to preſent to you in Phedora Rubenſki, a 
young perſon I highly and deſervedly eſteem: 
ſhe will be to you an amiable and pleaſing 
companion, and will herfelt prove the belt 
apology that can be made, for the freedom 1 
have uſed in conſigning her ſo abruptly to 
your kind protection.” 

„ You have infinitely obliged me by ſuch 
a mark of confidence!“ returned the, Ba- 
roneſs, © and TI thall entertain no doubt of 
the excellence and ſufficiency of your agree- 
able apology, provided I can contrive to make 
her comfortable under this ſecluded roof!“ 

&« Of that, Madam,” ſaid Phedora 
haſtily, there can be little doubt: I with 


I could as eaſily become all that the partia- 


lity of Countels Rectzizi has repreſented 
"od | 
«© We will ſee what can be done,” re- 
turned the vivacious Madame Hartfen with 
a flight nod. 


She then ordered refreſhments for her 
friend, who was compelled to return almoſt 


immediately to Moſcow. When the Counteſs 


role ' 


2336 PHEDOR A. 


role to go to her ſledge, a ſentiment of ex- 


quiſite pain found its way to the heart of 


Phedora, who reflected that her benefactreſs 
was returning to a houſe where ſhe was moſt 
probably excluded for ever—returning, to 
meet the diſappointment of Caſſimir, who 
unconſcious. of the ſudden removal of his 
ſelf-baniſhed Phedora, might perhaps learn 
the intelligence with equal grief and anger, 
and rouſe the diſpleaſure of parcnts hitherto 
ſo indulgent, by perſevering in a diſpoſition 
to thwart their meaſures. 


Madame Rectzizi ſaw her emotion, and 
haſtened away that it might not be pro- 
trated beyond her power even of partial 
concealment : but as ſhe left the room, ſhe 
whiſpered to Phedora, that Ivan would call 
the next day, and begged her to receive him 
in compliance with her wiſhes, without cold» 
neſs or diſpleaſure. This was a cruel injunc- 
tion, and Phedora found herſelf unequal to 
giving the required aſſent: the inſinuations 
of Ulmeri now darted acroſs her mind, but 

ſhe 
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ſhe refuſed to adopt them, whilſt the Counteſs | 
eſſentially diſplayed an intereſt ſo generous | 
in her welfare, as her kind and even ſolici- 
tous recommendation to Madame Hartfen | 
evinced. | | 


« Well my new friend,” cried this lady, 
when the Counteſs was out of fight, © we 
are ſhut up alone in the houſe, or at leaſt 
with only a few of theſe Ruſſian animals 
about us, and I think our beſt plan will be to 
endeavour to become as happy as our ſitua- 
tion will admit of: to effect this, we muſt 
both be completely at our eaſe: let us each 
therefore conſider ourſelves as entirely at 
bome in this little manſion, where there is 
ſpace enough (thank Heaven) to live apart 
if we ſhould happen to quarrel, or fall in love 
with folitude. Follow your own propen- 
ſities, my dear Phedora, and you will oblige 
me, both by giviug me an opportunity of 
diſcovering what they are, and allowing me 
the liberty of followiug mine. I will ſhow you 
the apartment I have deſtined tor you ; it | 
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has a communication with the one I occupy, 


but we can remedy this whenever it becomes 
a reſtraint to either; and if perchance you 
ſhould ever find yourſelf inclined to ſhut 
your door in my face, Ipromiſe you I ſhall 
not be ſo angry and diſconcerted at it, as if 
I diſcovered that you endured my converſa- 


tion when you was heartily ſick of it, merely 


from complaiſance.“ 


Phedora followed her lively hoſteſs, much 
Pleaſed at this opening, which gave her a 
proſpect of comfort ſhe had hardly dared to 
form for herſelf, The Baroneſs appeared 
entirely free from the vain pride of rank and 
ſuperior wealth, wholly careleſs of aſſerting 
any kind of ſuperiority, and only intent, on 
what indeed is the molt rational of objects, 
making her life as eaſy as poſſible. In the 
courſe of the day, Phedora was charmed with 


her manner of conveying the keeneſt re- 


mark, with an air pleaſantly detached from 
the mental caſfume of wildom and affected 
ſagacity, and ſecretly acknowledged that if 

5 her 
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her mind could be diverted from the idea 
that filled it ſo painfully, Madame Hartfen 
alone poſſeſſed the power. 


On the following morning Phedora be- 
came uneaſy as the hour approached in 
which ſhe expected Ivan Leuhaupt. The 
Baroneſs perceived her inquietude, and as 
ſhe was aware of the gueſt that approached, 
her penetration eaſily divined the cauſe of it : 
with a view therefore to divert her mind, ſhe 
entered into a lively chat, to which Phedora 
was not able to pay much attention. 


The enſuing ſentence was not however of 
a nature to eſcape her notice. 


Probably,“ ſaid Madame Hartfen, con- 
tinuing a kind of detail ſhe had been giving, 
ce the Baron may honour me with a vifit in 
about a month, for I have ſome reaſon to 


expect him: he is generally accompanied 


by two or three of his friends, who make my 
little retreat ſupportable to him by taſtes 
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and purſuits agreeable to his own. They 
amuſe themſelves with the bottle, and I 


amuſe myſelf exactly as I do when they are 


abſent. It is not at all unlikely,” added ſhe 
laughing, * but that the Baron may take it 


into his head to make love to you: but I 


mult entreat you, thus forewarned, not to 
take fright at his gallantry, which we will 
contrive to render extremely harmleſs, if not 


entertaining.” 


The eaſy unconcern with which this ſup- 


Poſition was mentioned, created much wonder 


in Phedora ; and after conſidering it with 
ſome uneaſineſs, ſhe concluded that the 
Baroneſs either jeſted from mere vivacity of 
imagination, or intended to make ſome trial 
of her diſpoſition : in this idea ſhe returned 
a lively anſwer, importing her willingneſs to 
contribute in any way to the amuſement of 
Madame Hartfen. 


At length young Leuhaupt was announ- 
ced: the Baroneſs, who had obſerved a ſledge 
3 flying 
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flying towards the houſe, was prepared to 
glide away, and ſnatching up a book that 
lay open upon the table, diſappeared in an 
inſtant. The next moment Ivan entered 
the room with the look and the ſtep of a cul- 


prit, uncertain of the forgiveneſs he was ſoli- 


citous of obtaining. He advanced to Phe- 
dora without ſpeaking, and would have 
taken her hand, but ſhe refuſed it to him 


C ſee,” exclaimed he, that I am not to 
expect your pardon for my error: yet the 
Counteſs led me to hope that you would not 
refuſe it to my repentance.“ | 

« It is eaſy to forgive errors alone,” replied 


Phedora, 1f they are not perſiſted in; but 


your perpetual violence, your accuſations, 
and tranſports of indignation and fury, 
would fatigue the moſt indulgent temper.“ 


&« Yours I know, is the ſweeteſt in the 


world,” cried he: © I acknowledge my im- 


petuofity ; but one ſentence from you would 


have the power of ſoothing me into eternal 
peace. Deareſt, lovelieſt Phedora ! I dare 
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not aſk you juſt now to pronounce it. 1 
mult firſt implore you to forget my offences: 
you never yet beheld diſtreſs without wiſh- 
ing to relieve it, and I think you will not let 
me leave you, and refuſe to tell me before we 
part that we are again friends.” 
Ves Ivan,” anſwered ſhe earneſtly, 
ce friends we will be, but nothing more.” 
He looked impatient. —** Did not the 
Counteſs repeat to you,” continued Phe- 
dora, what I urged to her more than once, 
the impoſſibility I felt of liſtening with the 
complacency you expect, to your ſolicita- 
tions : when ſhe commanded me to fee you 
here, I conſented upon condition that you 
were made acquainted with my ſentiments.” 
&« Cruel Phedora !” exclaimed he; do 
you indeed inform me, ſo coolly too, that 
my excellent friend was compelled to require 
you to receive my viſits. When we lived 
under the ſame roof, I think you loved me 
ſufficiently to have been uneaſy if we had 
been ſeparated one month ; and now you 
care 
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care not if we ſhould be ſeparated for ever 
nay you would rejoice at it.“ 

« If it is ſo,” replied Phedora, your own 
faulty diſpoſition has produced the change : 
I likewiſe remember thoſe days, Ivan, when 
I was ſheltered under your father's roof, 
when I partook with you and Catherine of 
his bread, and ſhared the juſt and wiſe pre- 
cepts he daily inſtilled into your minds: why 
have you not, like your ſiſter, corrected thoſe 
failings his paternal love pointed at as bane- 
ful to the happineſs of thoſe around you, and 
incompatible with your own ? Do not liſten 
to me with impatient anger, but for once be- 
lieve that my remonſtrances proceed from 
the tender regard I muſt ever feel for thoſe 
dear and reſpectable beings whoſe name you 
bear. Check theſe fallies of temper, Ivan, 
leſt they ſhould one day lead you to over- 
throw your father's happineſs, by overturn- 
ing your own well-merited good-fortune.” 

« Tell me, Phedora,” cried he impetu- 
ouſly, „when my father and Catherine ar- 
rive at Moſcow, will you not again reſide 
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with them; and with your beloved ſociety 
cheer them for the loſs they have ſuſtained?” 
« What Mr. Leuhaupt and the Counteſs 


think proper to do with me,“ ſhe returned, 


* ſhall be my choice: fot myſelf I neither 
can nor ought to decide.” 

« And would you reje the prayers of my 
gentle ſiſter,” reſumed Ivan, when ſhe pe- 
titioned you to make her brother happy ? 


Ah Phedora, I have loſt one advocate with 


you ; but my father loves me with all my 
faults upon my head, and I muſt procure his 
interceſſion.” 

That would not be generous,” ſaid Phe- 
dora, alarmed at the obſtinacy of his perſe- 
verance; * for believe me it would only diſ- 
treſs me wit hout altering my determination.“ 


The Baroneſs a few minutes after, re-en- 
tered the room, to the great relief of Phe- 
dora, and the equal mortification of Ivan, 
who was diſſatisfied with himſelf for having 
ſucceeded ſo ill in his ſuit, and now too late 


recollected that he had not received the ex- 
| plicit 
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plicit forgiveneſs of his lovely but implacable 
miſtreſs. 


Madame Hartfen preſerved the ſame eaſy 
deportment in his preſence, with which 
Phedora had been ſo much pleaſed in their 
tete- a- tete; and Ivan, in ſpite of his anxiety, 
could not refrain from ſmiling now and then 
at her vivacious flights. She ſaw that her 
entrance had diſconcerted him, but ſhe diſ- 
covered too, from the exceſſive gravity of 
Phedora's countenance, and the diſtance of 
her manner, that he had not obtained any 
conceſſion in his favour ; and ſhe ſoon be- 
came ſufficiently acquainted with the diſpo- 
ſition of Ivan, to obſerve that he could not 
command his temper enough to make a 
longer conference uſeful to him : but on the 
contrary, that his vehemence, uritated by 
oppoſit ion, would only plunge him into 
deeper diigrice ; conſulting therefore his in- 


- tereſt though not his wiſhes, ſhe remained in 
the room until he was compelled to depart ; 
but at the ſame time conſoled him by a good- 

humoured 
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humoured permiſſion to dnve his ſledge to- 
wards her habitation as often as his fancy 
might lead him abroad, | 


He was delighted with this invitation, and 
gave her notice that ſhe had now drawn upon 
herſelf a moſt troubleſome and eternal vi- 
ſitor. 


« My fancy will lead me abroad to-mor- 
row, Madam,“ ſaid he ſmiling. 

“Very well,” replied the Baroneſs, © then 
we ſee you to-morrow.” 


He thanked her with his uſual energy, and 
elated with his proſpects, would not be pre- 
vented from kiſſing the hand of Phedora as 
he left her. 


The Baroneſs was well aware that ſhe muſt 
not praiſe him extravagantly to his clear- 
fighted miſtreſs; but with ſome ſagacity, 
whilſt ſhe commended the bright ſide of his 
character, 
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character, did not affect to be blind to the 
evident ſhade in it. 


« This Leuhaupt,“ cried ſhe, © is a fine 
young man, open, good-natured, and ſen- 
fible ; and with a little management. of that 
impetuous but generous temper of mind, 
will make a huſband of the firſt claſs: that 
is, continued ſhe laughing, “ he will never 
beat you without you provoke him to 1t by 
contradiction, and he wil! not often contra- 
dict you if you can convince him that you 
are entirely of his opinion—and then again 
this opinion will not vary above twenty times 
in one hour, provided you can coax him to 
perſevere in it ſo long.” 

„] am ſatisfied Madam,” ſaid Phedora 
ſmiling, „with this ſketch of the firſt claſs, 
will you have the goodneſs to deſcend with 
your panegyric to the third or fourth ?” 

* Ruſſian huſbands belongs to theſe,” 
ſaid the Baroneſs ; a man of the third claſs, 
will ſell the ſkins that compoſe his bed for a 
Pitcher of brandy, and when he wakes from 

his 
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his delicious dream of intoxication, will give 
his wife the Knute becauſe ſhe ſuffered him 
to ſleep upon the bare ground: this actually 
happened to a poor woman not a verſt from 
hence. 

„A huſband of the next claſs,” conti- 


nued ſhe, „ heard of ſome time ſince: he 


was a Ruſs corporal, who enliſted his wife 
in the company to which he belonged ; and 
though he always forced her pay from her, 
and fold her allowance the moment ſhe re- 
ceived it, he choſe to puniſh her with mili- 
tary diſcipline, becauſe ſhe became lean and 
meagre, under pretence that ſhe ſquandered 
her ſtipend in liquor inſtead of wholeſome 
nouriſhment. Obſerve now if I have not 
reaſon to aſſert that young Leuhaupt will 
make a huſband of the firſt claſs ?” 

From this ſtatement,” replied Phedora, 
„ ſhould think he would. But dear Ma- 
dam, if you imagine that I am particularly 
intereſted that Ivan ſhould merit the diſ- 
tinguiſhed ſituation in which your opinion 
| places 
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places him, ſuffer me to ſay that you mil- 
take my ſentiments.” 

« Let me hear no formal declarations,” 
cried the Baroneſs ; ** for if you make any, 
I ſhall have an infinity of trouble in perſuad- 
ing myſelf to compaſſionate your long ſuc- 
ceſſion of Hluſhes when you give notice that 
you have altered your mind.” 

e That will be a future conſideration,” 
ſaid Phedora laughing, “and 1 will brave it 
awhilft I affure you Madam, that Ivan Leu- 
haupt has no claim upon my heart but that 
of ſiſterly affection.“ 


The Baroneſs affected not to credit this 
aſſertion; and to avoid any further explana- 
tion unfavourable to the young man, adroitly 
changed the ſubject: but her penetrating 
eye had in the courſe of the morning, diſ- 
covered enough to convince her that the 
Counteſs was miſtaken in ſuppoſing the in- 
clinations of Phedora were to be directed 
towards him with a little management.— 
The next day Ivan reappeared, and again 

Madame 
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Madame Hartfen vaniſhed at his approach 
40 the infinite vexation of Phedora, who per- 
ceived that her conduct was in this reſpect 
regulated by the inſtructions of her friend; 
and ſhe felt not a little provoked at the idea 
it intimated, that a little aſſiduity on the 
part of Ivan, and a few inſinuations in his 
favour would conquer her repugnance to be- 
come his wife. The name of Caſſimir now 
no longer ſtruck her ear: when ſhe was alone 
indeed, ſhe ventured to whiſper it to herſelf, 
with a fond ſigh of regret, and an ardent wiſn 
to know how he had received the intelligence 
of her ſudden flight. 0 
Whilſt he Tadulged ſuch meditations as 
theſe, Ivan was not likely to ſucceed in his 
ſuit, and his own paſſionate regret and teaz- 
ing importunity were equally unfavourable 
to him. Again he left her diſſatisfied with 
| himſelf, and tilt more diſpleaſed with her 
obduracy, vet not without a hope that his 
ſiſter or his tather would plead for him more. 
eftectualiy. | 
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In the afternoon, a ſervant of the Count 
arrived with a letfer to Madame 5 
4 


and a billet for Phedora, whoſe hand 


as ſhe opened it; and her tremor encreaſed 


when ſhe read theſe words: | . 


« My ſon Caſſimir will be with the Ba- 
roneſs to-morrow : if he wiſhes to ſee you, 
you will oblige me by favouring him with 
a ſhort interview in the prefence of our 
amiable friend. Adieu my good Phedora, 
my affection for you is undiminiſhed. 


6c AuRORA RECTZIZI.“ 
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The Novel beforg us is entitled to no mean place among 
the better productions of this deſcription, 


a The chaygers which enter into &s narrative are rendered 
* intereſting 2 3 they are involved, and the 
13 unaffected langua x they are repreſented. The 

5 firſt volume recziv nal value, from a pathetic bal- 


$ lad interwoven wit the hiſtuxgy. The ballad is inſcribed, 
| F | « The fate of Athwold and Elfgida,” The wg; cloſing 
us Vanzas are expreſſed with a peculiar and poetical ſimplicity, 
R ig p. 146, vol. 2. 
b ce In as pw grove they both opal 
+ « Yet oft a penſive ſhade - 
. | « Is ſeen to glide among the towers, 
% And with the twilight fade, 
„ Oh! be their early fault forgot, 
« The ſoft offence forgiv'n, 
% And let the erring world remit, 
What pardon meets in Heaven!“ 
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